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. is 2 jult obſervation: af 1 2. celchented moderß 
writer, that the book which needs an apology, for 
its publication, ought never to have been publiſhed;- 
Whether the enſuing diſſertations need any, mult be 
left with the candid and impartial to determine. 
The author deſires no more, than that they may be 
carefully conſidered; and that the truth contained 
1 in them may meet with candid treatment. 
He does not intend to put the patience of the reads: 
| er to any trial, by alled ng excuſes for their publi- 
| _ cation, at this time. Nevertheleſs, he map, if he 
, cChooſes, take at leaſt a curſory view of the following 
5 _ things, which every one is las liberty to call raue, 
or rraſonc, as his underſtanding inclines him. 
Fit, Though many very excellent things ha 
appeared in print, both formerly and of late, upon 
the ſubject of patronage; yet there have been none, 
_ fo far as the author knows, who have confidered Fa | 
either in the ſame extent, or with the ſame deſign: 
This will appear, when the reader ſhall have 1 
. ned:the follo pages. | f 
land; i: bbs deen obſerved with regret by abs * 
ä triends of liberty, and the purity of divine inſtitu- 
| Gong, that the greateſt part of Chriſtians, in all ſta- 
tions of life, are become inured unto: the yoke j an 
; Tein. 0. have: loſt all inclination to die the meaneg 
| 98 e A Which 
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* which u the laws of Chriſtianity oblige, and the laws 
of the nation warrant free Britons and Chriſtians to 
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7 uſe, for regaining and maintaining their liberty. 


Some have long been dreaming that Chriſt, the 


9 only act and King of the chureh, hath rk her | 
NO Rated and invariable rule to be obſerved in the 


* calling and ſettling her miniſters. They i magine 
that whatever methoti is beſt calculated, by the poli- 


cy and wiſdom of our rulers, civil or eccleſiaſtic, to 
Aatisfy all parties intereſted, or obliged by law to pay 
the. pal ſtipend, is ablplutely the beſt; and the On- 


ly fault they find with the — * method of ſettle- 


1 ments, is, that it is, by much, too arbitrary; and on 
that account does not give abſolute content: there 


. e een — Et 


4 9 - 
EFF 


fort, theſe are for ſoftening the yoke. by fome fe 


ing amendments. "Political ſchemes enou 


Pp Rave been propofed for that purpoſe; but how fur 
| any:of theſe can be approved, as laying a firm and 


feriptural foundation: for retrieving the liberty f 


- Chriſtians, is tnipagtialiy: n cen che nen : 
diſcourſes. . n . 197 


* There are others, e by testing debe 
1 2 ſeries of the arbitrary eccleſiaſtit Adminiſtration 


of the. laws reſpecting patronage, for the ſpace; of 
neut half a century, have got into an habit of think. 


1 ing, that the rights of all intereſted and authoriſed | 
by the laws of Chriſtianity to chobſe their : own'pa> 


ors, are utterly abobhſſied e act 1711; and that 
to attempt to throw off the yoke, .woutd/be-not on- 
| by to fly in the face of — authority, but 
alſo to incur the danger of ſonfe fancied penal ſtatutes, 
which they have been accuſtomed to think zre in 
e becauſe they actually take place i 
the ſouthern part of the united kingdom; therefore 
” Eheſe deſpair of ever enjoying their ne e 
more. ol 85 
To undeceive both the one and hesch, if pol. 
"ge humbly attempred+ in theſe difſertacions@ 0/7 - 


"on 9 1 ne the liberty of Chriſtians 


are 
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br the arbitrary exerciſe of the patron's -pretended 


. 67.9 
are now brought to ſuch à criſis, by the arbitrary ma- 
nagement in eccleſiaſtic 9 — that the yoke muſt 
either be thrown off now, or it will be fixed upon the 
neeks of Chriſtians in Scotland for ever. Patranage, - 


Tights, has gone on without controul, for t eſe many . 
: and if it ſhall be ſuffered to proceed, it will 
not only obtain authority by immemorial cuſtom, 
but, moreover, the churches being filled with an illi- 
—_ worthlefs, and deſpicable miniſtry, our chil 
dren-ſhall be educated in the moſt groſs. ignorance of 
the 2 ſyſtem, and ſhall learn, from their 
wo y guides, to hold religion in the greateſt con- 
| was; while they ſhall neither have ſpirit, capacity, 
nor inclination to vindicate their liberty: and thus 
they ſhall inherit the curſe of ſlavery entailed dd 
them by the negligence of their fathers. 
Therefore, if Chriſtians,---— miniſters and laity, of. 
every ſphere, would not chooſe to leave the preſent: * 
ſtage, with the guilt of having fixed chains for ever 
upon their offspring, as their paternal inheritance, . 
let them endeavour to withdraw r, had 1 
From the inſupportable yoe. * 
In what manner that may be done, in ontirs; con- a 
ſiſtence with the peace of the nation, with the dete - 
rence and vbedience we owe to the laws of our coun- 
try, and with that more ſacred obedience Which the 
las of Chriſt require from us, is Arup a the 
eee e ne K 
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INTRODUCTION 
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nie, the = condition 1 which: the chin if 
Scotland is reduced, by the preſent ecclefraſtical admini- 
tration, in the arbitrary execution of the laws re 

Is ang patronage, is repronted as the n id the en- 
KY 6 en | "Eh: FO 


IVER ſince the $CHISM- -OVERTURE, 
which has been for ſome time paſt the reigning 
Tk of political converſation among clergy-men, 


. "began firſt to be talked of, I have thought that it 
wWeaz a matter of the moſt ſerious concern, and is to 


be in all probability of the utmoſt conſequence to 


1 every e of — r in North Bri- 


It wot _ be anden at, when che framers out 
"friends of that overture tell the world, „ That they 


were amazed at the rough oppoſition-it met with, 


"and at the numbers who declared themſelves ene- 
b mies unto it.“ And it is no more than what may 
rationally be expected, that they will make another 
attempt. The caſe would be deplorable indeed, if 
there were not ſome; whoſe hearts. are warm with a 


| | wellconduRted zeal for ecclefiaſtic liberty. Yes, 


there are, without doubt; not a few who have reſolu- 
tion enough to ſtand to the laſt in the defence of our 


| —— rights; and if theſe muſt be buried, to 


hare in their funeral. 

Whether theſe, who made the late appearance 

1 the affair of the ſchiſm-oyerture, againſt the arbi- 

- tra management in the caſe of ſettlements, ſhall 

evere in their undertaking, or not; it is more 

than Foſs that it is "ug nce it was high "tar 
| t t 


2 Why 
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that the friends of. liberty ſhould have exerted them- 
elves. in her defence; for it is long fiace any more 
than the empty names of our ancient and ſacred rights 
was known in Scotland. es) 


During a tedious journey, which I had occaſion. to 
take lately, through a great part of the kingdom, a 
very. diſagreeable opportunity offered, of obſerying . 
the melancholy face of i affairs, almoſt in eve- 
ry pariſh that has been ſettled by dint of preſenta- 
tions, for the ſpace of theſe twenty years bygone. I 
was a ſorrowful witneſs to the many heavy and re- 
peated groans, which are forced from the beſt Chri- 
ſtians, and the moſt loyal ſubjects in Great Britain, up- 
on whoſe furrowed backs, eccleſiaſtic oppreſſors have 
been dragging their plough with bold defiance. My 
eyes and ears have been both offended at once; when, 
inſtead of the learned, grave, and holy men of God, 
whom every one was obliged to love and reverence, 
while they ſpake from their own hearts to thoſe of 
their hearers, and inſpired them with truly noble aud 
evangelical reſolutions, while they inſtructed them 
in the ſublime doctrines of the CROSS: when, I 
ay, inſtead of thoſe, I ſaw young, raw, airy, flip- 
pant clergy-men,-----il|-beloved by thoſe, of whom 
their office requires they . ſhould be. moſſ, regarded, 
of doubtful characters, and of little ſolid learning,” 
poſſeſſing the pulpits of theſe once uſeful men; and 
when Lheard them diſplay their reading talents upon. © 
a few mangled and, murdered. extracts from Tales | 
offices, or Seneca's morals, Every one. may imagine 
how much I was diſappointed, when, having fully /'. 
expected to have found the churches. crowded, as 
they were wont to be, with judicious Chriſtians, 'and 
affectionate hearers; I found the houſes of God al- 
molt totally deſerted, and the behaviour and conyer- 
ſation of the greateſt part of the few, whp did at- 
tend, an offence to ſober Chriſtians, and # reproach 1} 
do the holy inſtitutions of Chriſtianit y. 
As the above inſtances of the alarming condition, 


7451 


R * 


1 


25 


N 
to Wbich the ofeſſion of Chriſtianity de in 
ce eſtabliſned church, are notorious; and are enly 
ome of 45 execrable conſequences of the preſent 
| eccleſiaſtic execution of the law of patronage; I have 
£ Mar ht, that it is hardly poſſible, to aſſigu — 
why Scotſmen, and Prefbyterians---the deſcendants. 
of thoſe, who oftener than once, bravely defended 
their ſacred and unalienable rights, with their eſtates 
And lives;---ſhould be {ſo averſe to defend the fame 
| cred ruſt, in a manner more effeQual | chan wed 
1 _Uitherro. attempted &. 2. 
And now, as che ſpring of all theſe ee bes 
been mentioned the preſent ecelęſiaſtic adminiſtratian; 
I cannot diſſemble my aftoniſhment at the late con- 
duct of the chief man gers therein, and at the ſpirit 
FF Wherewiththey ſeem to have ated, in their oppoſition 
untothe ſchiſm- overture. They appeared ſo fierce in the 
1 — res the deſpotic gem) ů © and 1fo'reſolute 
by n fraving the chains of laſting bound 
on the mender of the church, that — beer — 
hauardened againſt the pitiful eries of the oppreſſod; 
and their ears are deaf unto any propoſal that ſcems 
to have even the moſt diſtant Arens toward their 
relief, © 
If it has been tuell in dach 2 manner, 92 hee 
=. ſeemed to have had the moſt remote tendency towards 
dhe recovery of the ancient and ſacred rights of the 
1 church; or if 8 3 dropped by any of 
its friends, ſavouring of ſuch a a perſon con- 
verlant with the principles and wk of the party, 
cou}d not have thought it ſtrange, though the — 4 
collected all their ſtrength fos the keeneſt oppoſition. 
But there was no ſuch thing. The declared — 4 
eiples of the framers and friends of the overture, are 
| the very ſzme with the Principles of its moſt furious 


1 Violevce tad cebaition are very far FI deiedberegn ended. 
All methods conſiſtent both with peace, and with he maſt exact - 


loyalty to his majeſty, who Knows not va dess, 8 g jo bis 
| 10 fübſecke, have not * been tried. N 


: enemies, 
WP" TY 1. | 
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dlaims of the people, which they, pronounce & extra- 
' 4; vagant, and nere inſipportable than any ſpecies of 
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enemies 40 What relates unto the 
pæople; nr are there any other in the 


of the 
ch, if we 


may believe the ateſtacions of that party, Publiſhed 55 
te the v | 


1 „ 


They only 3 6 That they fa, with the der» 
e eſt concern, the moſt reſpectable body of men in 
the church · treated with neglect and inſult, by 
g an arbitrary and deſpotic eccleſiaſtic adminiſtra 


4 tion i and had. propoſed an oyerture to make 


them: more caſy, leſs ſubject to inſult, and. leſs apt to 
encourage or to wink at ſchiſm. Far from abating the 


„ tyranny”: they declare, - theſe — are actually 
4 given up” by the Whole party, and that, * Now is 


4 the: time © to.' ſecure the church for ever ' againſt 
...% them, 


; devifing 
bout the fettement of pariſhes to 1 fatistacy 


a regulation, which will bring 4+ 


„tion“ 
And no, what in all this could theſe ligzoonk | 


men, the rejecters of the overture, ſind ſo oppoſite 


unto their own principles, and leading maxims, as 
to merit ſuch keen oppoſition from them? Can this 
piece of eccleſiaſtic management be accounted for, 
ypon, any of the more common maxims of church- 
policy? Dusaänin it 15 not more aſtoniſhing; n 


new! t! 
Some have bern FR nofiendly to the reputation 


of their underſtandings, 28 to alledge, that 3 mi 


took the intention of the overture. Others have 
been ſo unfavourable. to the character of their mo- 
Tals, as to iaſinuate, that they & artfully infuſed jea- 


<-Jonſtes into the minds of the men of property and 


influence, and filled them with imaginary a | 
<; henfronts,- as if oppoſition to the law of — 


and ns attachment to the divine -riglit- of te 


_— de Edinburgh. Adrenifer,: Fol, vi. 29 260.  Alfo the 


3 Vol. a abies 150 


beter 
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people,“ werethſcpirable; aud all; that 8 . 


$x' thetriſelves more firmly in the ſaddlef and con- 
tue to hold the reins of eceleſiaſtic management, in 


ſpite of he other party---the friends of theroverture, 
Who, equa ally reſolute for domination, were attempt- 


ing to uſe the overture as an engine to lay a foun- 


dation for riwalling their oP! nents in power, and 
undermining their. intereſt. Indeed, if 'this' was the 


real intention of the overture! whoican-condemn its 
enemies for availing themſelves of every method of 


| ſelf-defence, conſiſtent with their religious character? 
Tet this method does not i ſeem to be very fair, for 


& their own cars have been publicly appealed unto” as 


witneſſes, that's the chimerical rights in the People, : 
* * found no abettors in the aſſembly. Arc! Gert) 


In whatever way men are pleaſed to actount for 


this unparalleled conduct; one thing is pretty evi. 
dent, chat if there was no other argument againſt 


atronage, than the vidimus, which theſe gentlemen 
ve given in ſome” preceding afſemblies; of the 


principles upon which, and the ſpirit by which they act; 


it is more than enough to inflame the ſpirit of eve - 
ry Scotſman; Who has the ſmalleſt ſpark of generolity 


And love to the inſtitutions of the goſpel left in him, 
A againfÞpatronage.” Muſt not every. free Briton, eve- 


ry Chriſtian, ſhudder at ſuch deſpotic conduct among 


men of ſuch a ſacred character? And muſt not every 
ſpectator enquire, if a ſurpriſe at the oddneſs of the 


. 5 appearance does not deprive him of the power of re- 


ar 


daection, by what door ſack men, who employ them- 
& MAelves in almoſt nathing but forging chains for their 


fellow Chriſtians, have entered into the church of 
God? What anſwer can be returned? Or muſt not 
every one's mind ſuggeſt che proper anſwer? They 


__ - have not entered 'by the door, but rv N e up 


ſome other way. i, 4 01 n us 127% 
Let us ſuppoſe, that the friends of the overture 


adi given greaterevidence of foi popularity, thin Tam 
fete did; let W that _—_ had « ap 5 


— 00 (( 


hear the blame? And muſt not the names of ſuch as 


that law, ſtink in the noſtrils of ſucceeding genera- 


1 tred, ignorance, and impiety, ſhould have ever 


2 9 


8 ä N 
Iy profeſſed their attachment to the divine rights of 
the Chriſtian people; what then? was that enough 
to juſtify the rejecters of the overture, in Ropping 
their ears againſt the mournful cries of the opprefl- _! 
ed? was that, or any thing that can be alledged, | 
ſuſſicient to excuſe their ſhutting up the bowels of 
compaſſion, and diveſting themſelves of the com- 


mon principles and paſſions of humanjty,, when the 


very ſtones would cry out, if the oppreſſed ſhould 
ceaſe to cry? Is it poſſible that the favour of the 
ni ſhould have fo far impaired. their underſtand- 
_ ings, that they ſhould not be capable to reflect, that 

the arbitrary manner in which the law of patronage. 
has been executed, in the greateſt part of the pa- 

riſhes in Scotland, by the ruling junto of the aſſem- 
bly, is a yoke, which the great Author of our beiagg, 
never framed for any of his rational creatures; a bu- 
dien, which the great God our Saviour, never war- 
ranted any ſubject in his ſpiritual kingdom to bear g, 
His yoke is eaſy, but that is, has been, and is like t 
be, moſt galling; his burden is light, but that is by, 
much too heavy for any power, which human na- 
ture is known to be poſſeſſed, to ſuſtain. n. 
Since the Reformation, hiſtory has ſcarce ever 2 5 
ed us with a more mournful draught of the decay of 
true and vital religion, than what offers itſelf almoſt. - , 
every where, to the eye of every ſpectator. And what 
muſt the candid hiſtorian aſſign, for the juſt and im- 
- mediate cauſe of all? Muſt not the law of patronage ' 


Have been, or now are, the tyrannical executioners f 


tions? nnn * MR. Kein * ö : 
Shocking indeed! that grim.tyranny ſhould have 
-_ ever found partizans among the miniſters of Jz$Us, #4 
© whoſe only work it ſhould be, to proclaim liberty to cap- 
tives, and the opening of the priſon to them that are bumd-— 
that ever the acknowledged ſpring of diviſion, ha- 
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found advocates amon g the ambaſſadors of hs 
and the public teachers of Chriſtianity and that pa- 
tronage ſhould have become of ſuch infinite import- 
ance, in the eyes of the watchmen, who are ſet for 
the defence of the rights and privileges of the 
church, as that her liberty, her peace, the eternal 
falvation of her members, yea, her very being, ſhall 
not be thought too dear to be ſacrificed unto it! © - 
After the above brief, and but partial account of 
the low and affecting Rate, to which the church is 
reduced; and after the diſcovery that has been made 
in ſome preceding aſſemblies, of the reſolution of 
one party, to perſevere at all hazards, in the moſt 
tyrannical exetution of the worſt and moſt infupport- 
able of human laws; and of the fixed determination 
of the other party, never more to appear in vindica- - 
tion of the divine rights of the Chriſtian people: 1 
85 after ſuch diſcoveries. every one may, and muſt 
ce that it is in vain to expect, that reformation 
| ſhall ever begin at the aſſembly-houſe, or among the 
eig. Indeed, an effabliſped clergy never had the 
honour of beginnin a reformation, fince Chriſtiani- 

- commenced” in the world. It is therefore hi 
time, that the "Chriſtian people ſhould carefully, 
peedy and zealouſly, attend to theif own ſacred 
conterns, and unalienable rights. | 
To excite them unto fuch an important and meſs 
ſary undertaking, and to direct them in the execu- 
tion of it, conf! Mently with their character as Chri- 
| fans and loyal ſubjects, is my only end in 1 al 

- theſe enſuing diſcourſes before the public, lf! 

have the pleafure of hearing, that they have been in 
the haſt ſucceſsful in gaining their end, I ſhall re- 

jodice: i not, 1 mall reſt ſatisfied and pieaſad with 

an inward conſciouſneſs, that I have attempted to 
diſcharge, at leaſt, ſome {ds of the duty I AERIE. 
a fellow Chriſtians, WP” | 
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Mu, it 1 ee that patronage is a dre or 
, nance of man. —4 brief account of the original of patron- 
age, with remarks ; moreover, thut it 5 a moſt unſup- 
parcable conſtitution, and of inimaral tendenty; and 
that upon both "theſe accounts, it can have no place in 
_ the church of Cbriſi.—A common plea in W of pa- 
ys a wered.-- Gy be tonclafion. 


- / 


I T doubtleſs can by nd difficulty unto any lan -* 
1 knowledge the divine Being, to own, that no mean 
whatever can reach its end, without the concurrence ' 
of the divine providence. Any man, who is not an 
Infidel, cannot hefitate one moment to ſubſcribe. un+- 
to the ſayingofthe wiſeſt of men, The bleſſing of the Lad 
maketh rich. Likewiſe, he that believes that Chriſt is 
King upon his holy hill of Zion, cannot doubt, hat 
all laws whatever in his kingdom muſt receive theif 
being from him, and their Sanson upon the cons - 
foiences of his ſubjects, from his e d ty authotity'; 
and muſt farther 1 — the happy ſuc» 
ceſs of all church - inſtitutions, entirely up- 
on his royal blefling. Inſtitutions, that carry in them 
the -indubitable evidences of their divine original, 4 
attain not their ends without it. | 8 
Now, would it not be a very odd i Adige if 
any ſhould fuppoſe, that our Lord Jeſus ſhould paut 
down his princely bleſſing, upon an inſtitution which | 
is obtruded upon his ſubjects, by an authority af» 
famed. over them, manifeſtiy deſigned to ſubvert 
his on authority, andꝭ to looſe. them from theit o- 
bedience unto his laws? Can any imagine, he would 
thus profane his kingly authority, and debaſe his 
er crown * ? Would he be aught but a 
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Sos. prince, who ſhould be ſuppoſed to be tied 
don to execute the laws of others in his own king- 
dom eſpecially when tliey are framed in direct op- 
poſition unto thoſe which he has already touched 
with his royal ſceptre? But it is not the firſt time 


that Chriſt 3 been clothed in a hunger and has had 


A reed put in his hands, 


"Ifill attempt a more tina? po anfideration of 


this argument, under the following ropoſitions. | 
I. *Patronage'is only of human 3-6 


II. Patronage is a human conſtitution, of a moſt 
noxious tendence, . 


III. Upon both the foregoing accounts, patronage 


is a conſtitution which can have no place in t e 
church, us an ordinance which the King of Zion eit 


ther will, or can bleſs for her edification. - CTY 
S 4 308 51 . ove” (18712 7 + 7501 2 1 


Probs 4 Th Patronage i is a mere 3 of | 


” hd It derives not its being and authority from 


the Kino, who is ſet upon the baly- hill of Zion. 


Fhe truth of this propoſition cannot be doubted 


by an who have conſulted their Bibles with any de- 


of attention. None have ever pretended to find 


gree 
the law of patronage in the code of laws, which the 


divine Head gun Aframed- for his ſpiritual kingdom : 


while many plain Chriſtians, Who are very far from 


© havingi either talents) or inclination for criticiſm; 
| think; they have met with laws, which are plainly 


- Inconſiſtent with it. The following texts ſeem to a: 


mount to an expreſs prohibition of every ſpecies of 
Iordl authority over the church of Chriſt; My bre- 


/ 


 threny haue not the faith'of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt the Lord. 


of: with reſpett rſons. For if there come unte 
. . ee in goodly- apparel, 


e come in alſa a poor man, in vile raiment ; and ye 
| Have reſpect to bim that weareth.the gay clothing, &c. If 
In, Ln, are e 


1 
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of the "OY tran] reffors * ---Te know that the princes of. 
. the Gentiles exerciſe dominion, | and they that are great ex- 


muſt come againſt them with more than 
force. Patrons have not the pretence of a plenitude 


4 + At vero ut cuiquam, ipfra principem pecaliaris aliqua in x 


OC i] 


4 
7 # 


erciſe authority. But it ſhall not be ſo among you; but 
whoſoever will be great among you, let him be your miniſter. 
And whofoever will be chief among you, let him beryour ſer- 


pant. Even as the Son of man came wot ta be ee 
unto, but to miniſter f: 


The champions againſt Loifcandey; have cyt the 
nerves of all the arguments brought to prove the us 
divinum of a lordly authority, veſted in the perſons 


of eccleſiaſtics, from ſuch texts of ſcripture as theſe : 
but the greateſt ſticklers for lay-patronage, or lay- 
- dominion in the church, have never aſſerted its divine 


right j; therefore the argument from theſe. 3 
ouble 


of church · power, or of ſucceeding in office-unto the. 


apoſtles, to defend themſelves by: and yet, ſuppo- 


ung they had, the apoſtles had too great à regard to 
the commands of their Maſter, ever to arrogate lord- 


ly dominion unto themſelves, or ſuffer others, church- 


men or laicks, to do it. Feed the flock of God, nt a 
lerds over God's Heritage. My brethren, be not many ma- 


1 ers, knowing that 08 Hol. recerue the gredier ne 


tion 9. — 'y ; Tt r 
It is demonkratively evident, both from the deep 


lence of ſcripture, and from church-hiſtory, yea, 
from the nature of: the thing, that lay-patronage 


neither had, nor could have any exi in the 

chureb, before the Roman emperor declared himſelf 
Chriſtian, - which was not till ſome centuries-after the 
church of Chriſt was eſtabliſhed as a lingdom not to be 


moved and all the laws and ry of that _ 


13 $5 75 , 
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2 215 qualem nunc patronis tribuimus, concedatur, 


r 
ere poſitivi eſt, ac humani juris. Forbes. Theology. Meral. Bb. 
yin. Pars II. Cap, Iii. 
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| dom bad been fittled, and had received their dread 
; ſantion, from his righteous ſceptre; - 
The following ſhort account of the origin tad. 
1 th of patronage, (which the reader will not 
judge Kei to the argument), will make it ſuffi - 
Bent plain, that it had its riſe, even much later 
than the epoch juſt now mentioned; and is one of 
theſe idols of je — ſet up in the outer court of 
the temple, which was given unto the Gentiles, ta 
be Gods under foot forty and two months. 

"The term PATRON was well known in the Roman 
republic and empire, long before the church of the 
New Teſtament A being upon earth; but then it 
, conveyed 2 very different idea of lehr from that 
which it conveys in the canon law, which is the. 


Bb identical ſenſe in which it is taken by the modern de- 


_ chimers in favour of for the canon law 


wy is the ſacred repoſitory of the original and common 
1 * — of the Tepe, the patron, _=_ the ee, 


it cannot 4 applied unto any perſon upon earth by 


* Anciently; the term patron. ail applied unto the 
pPorſon who manumitted a ſlave; and who, in-confis 
| —— of the favour, required ſome certain acknows 
4 ts from his freed- man &. But in this ſenſo 


che church; Chi alone hath purchaſed her freedom, 
_ xedeemitig her not — corruptible e, fuch as filver and 
: n with Dis precious bloed ; and hath in conſes. 
quence thereof, laid her under the ſtricteſt ties of 
obedienee utito her heavenly PATRON, ties, which 
| make it unlaeful for her, as fuch, to ann 
ay other patron in heaven, or on earth, 
Moreover, the term was ancichtly. applied unto | 
| buch as defended the cauſe of the — or of the in- 
5 . 2 ink ſuch as were armed with power of in- 
s oppreſs them. But the church is 
od to o icknowledge none as her patran in | 


4 ; 7 Compend. Jur, . 1 | 1 
„ be WEL, except 
5 \ 5 35 ; l | . N 


(>) 
except the Ap vocarE with the FaTHER, any more 
than it is allowable to acknowledge another Sa vi- 
out than Jrsus, © in n | 
It is true, the members of the church, as men, do 
oft ſtand in need of the patronage of the civil magi- 
ſtrate, for the protection of their perſons, lives, and 
_ liberties; but this is a debt due unto them as good 
ſubjects. This debt every membet of the church 
has a right to demand, while he remains a loyal ſub» 
ject. The rights of conſcience, as ſuch, need no bet / 
ter ſecurity, nor are they capable of any other pa- 
tronage than that the good ſubject be protected and 
_ defended in the poſſeſſion of them; and that under 
no other conſideration than as a gad and loyal fubject. 
The Chriſtian cannot be injured in his religious 
rights, if the good ſubject, as ſuch. be in ſafeguard. 
A right to ſerve God, and to obſerve, and ſubmit 
. himſelf unto all the divine laws and inſtitutions botæa 
natural and revealed, is no more than a right to be, 
and to act as a human creature, morally Teperident 
upon God; a right to be a man, and not a brute; 4 
right, which, in this light, is not fo properly reli- 
Bious as natural, and which men cannot be diveſtd 
of, without ſuppoſing them metamorphoſed into 
beaſts, and incapable of both moral and civil govern- 
ment. e nne 7 & 4411 F 
Wherefore in none of theſe ancient ſenſes does the 
church acknowledge any other patron than our Lore 
| Fefus Chriſt; for while church · members have a tick # 
to enjoy all their rights, civil and ſacred, under the 
auſpicious patronage of the civil magiſtrate, yet the; 
poſſefs this as men, and as a debt due to them as: * 
good ſubjects, which their religion cannot fail to 
make them. This is all that the civil magiſtrate can 
do, or is permitted to do for the church; and it is 
q.-- enough in all reaſon, if deſigning churchmen had 
thought it enough. But no ſooner had the Ro? 
man emperor declared, himſelf a Chriſtian; had given 
reſt unto his Chriſtian ſubjects from perſecution; and. 
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out hof the abundance of his miſtaken zeal favreligion; 
had loaded the miniſters of the church with honours, 
8 and riches, than they, finding them- 
ſelves warm in the ſeats, dignities and preferments 
af the ancient Pagan flamens and archflamens, began 
to crow over _ fellow Chriſtians and office-bear- 
ers; to enga e ſecular power to interpoſe upon 
the iges differences among them, and to en 4" 
| the party that had the misfortune to be ſaddled with 
| the epithets of heretic and ſchiſmatic by the faction in 
favour, whether they were right or wrong. Church 
preferments were ſought with an ambition equal to 
that which ordinarily warms the breaſt of one of our 
modern PA TRIO Ts, when ſtanding a candidate for a 
ſeat in the Houſe of Commons, againſt a ſtrong com- 
or. The diſappointed party was ſure to revenge 
mſelf by turning heretic, at, leaſt unto the party 
rred; and availed himſelf of every mean, law- 
© ful or unlawful, to procure a party at court, and 
tue civil ſanction to the novel tenet. Hence the church 
s orthodox; and Arian by turns, and almoſt inſtanta- 
ncouſly, according as the civil powers found thein- 
ſelves inclined, or their influence could be ſolicited, 
Hence diviſions and wars filled the world, to the ſcan- 
dal of Chriſtianity; - or rather, the profeſſors of it. 
Hence the original of civil eſtabliſhments of religion, 
or of the GEA PATRONAGE, which we may, for the 
- fake of diſtinction, call IMPERIAL, as it has been the 
mother of. every other kind of civil patronage, ever 
named in the church of Chriſt. In one word, deve 
was gendered the apocalyptic BrasT: I aw: a. beat 
© naſe ip out of the ſea, having ſeven heads, — — horns, 
| and upon his. horns:ten'crowns, and upon his heads the name 
| * blaſphemy: And the beaſt which I ſaw was lite unto. a 
d, and his feet were as t he feet of a bear, and his mouth. 
| -asthe mouth of align: and the 2 eden * mm 
7 and bis "outs: _ 3 author oy 2h 2-4 
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ö WE: : clergymen could have been content -vith the” - 
: . ordinance of magiſtracy, as God and nature had de- 

. 7 ' Hgned it; if they could have reſted fatisfied with the 
patronage which it affords unto the rights of men, 

} as rational creatures; -Wwhat ſeas of human blood 

- might have been faved! what infinite parties and 

1 ſects, whoſe number and impious tenets have been 
2 4 reproach unto the Chriſtian profeſſion, might, hap- 

iY Ivy, never had a name or exiſtence!----But they had 
n purpoſes of their own to ſerve, altogether foreign 

h do the intereſts of the church of Chriſt; and there- 

0 fore the civil magiſtrate muſt be cozened, by a vari- 
r + ety of arts, to take part in the clerical diſputes, and 
a to lend his authority and power, by turns, accord- 
- ing as parties had the aſcendant at court, to knock 
e the adverſe party upon the head. 7 
7 All this ſeems to have been fatally verified in che | 
7 very firſt vccafon of patronage in the church. It 
d Was not that the charch of Chriſt needed it more 
h at the time it was firſt mentioned, than in the age 
a= of the apoſtles, when all the powers on earth were 
n- engaged in hoſtilities againſt Chriſtianity, and the 
d. profeſſors of it; but now the patriarchs, metropoli- A 
n- tans, biſhops, &c. the ſucceſſors of the ancient Pa- 
it. gan hierarchy, began to grow rich, and, by conſe- 
n, © quence, to be exvied. There were competent candi- 
he dates enow for every ſee, and poſt of wealth in the 
he church. The perſon whoſe ambition was baulked, 
er Was ſure to do all he could to attach a party to his 
ce 125 — in that church, wherein his eta 
aft bad been fruſtrated, which very oft was ſo ſtrong, 
16, das to make the biſhop- elect very uneaſy; yea, ſ@for- 
me midable as to ordain another, and ſeize, if not all, 
0.4 yet a great Part of the church - rents for the uſe of 1 
wth: their friend. What could wiſe men, whoſe hearts 


er, were attached to that, againſt what few ever found. 

| their minds too reluctant, do in ſuch a cafe?---Each 
party choſe patrons who might be able to brow-beat, *} 
or . the ober party: by their influence with the. 
: C % Fj Am F 
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| ſelves very ſafe in the poſſeſſion of their wealth, 


X 
8 94 pp In 
* 4 _ * 


metropolitan 8 or emperor and rotoveiito 
them what was then cal che delagideted. ba 
be. of the church. 1 '3 


Concilium ſapiens ! Feli ni * TR dare, 5 
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This. y 18 . the Soak of Chriſt to. 
the laſt degree of miſery, , Men of the moſt ſordid 
ambition filled the different ſees. Ignorance, error, 
and immorality, every where prevailed, Men in the 
higheſt ſtations of civil life found their own account. 
in mingling intereſts with the dignified clergy; aud 
at laſt, in making a ſurrender of their power unto: 
the BEAST, Which when in embryo, was warmed 
and nouriſhed by the imperial patronage 


Taeet it is here to be obſerved, that for a long 2 
patrons were only occaſionally ſought, as dignifie 


- ambitious-brethren, or their greedy adverſaries, 
But about the beginning of the 6h century tha 
clergy of the weſtern churches did not think t 


while the; empire was in an unſettled: ate by the i In 


3 undations of the northern nations, who like vultures, 
- ſeized upon riches, where, add with whomſoever 
they could find them; eſpecially, as they, even after 


their having emhraced the Chriſtian profeſſion, were 


| iat interęſt, ſavagely eyed upon the treaſures of 


i | | 1 the church, and cruelly perſecuted its members. 


Upon all theſe accounts, church men found it ne- 


cordingly, the emperc was addreſſed by t 
| rent councils *, to grant, that ſome holy a: 
* Cone. N 8 
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| ranted by. 
turns unto the different {ets among Chriſtians. 


pot the beſt friends unto either the peculiar docs 
ns Fines, or the orthodox profeſſors of Chriſtianity ; 
= -butfequently, under pretence of ſetting up the A- 


+ ceflary to have /ated patrons to act ax os and ac- 
0 ode 5 
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clergymen were more or leſs in danger from their 7 


e {#5 ) "Y | 
ful men might be appointed by his authority, to be 
- choſen by the church, to act ex officio in the defence 
of the church's' patrimony, againſt all invaders; WM 
which accordingly was granted, and theſe were dig- 
nified with the ancient and honourable title of pa - 

"RON: hence the protection of the church, or (if 


; 


p pou pleaſe) the wealth of clergymen, was the ori- 
* ginal, eſſential, and conſtitutive part of that character, 
5 According to theſè lines in the gloſs upon the ca- 
ph ed bier laren Dre n 
. , Patrono debetur honos, onus, ut ilitaſqu e 

15 Priraſens, ut praſit, defendat, alatur egenus, W 61] 
Boch was the ſtate of patronage; ſuch the powers 

[ intruſted with patrons for ſome centuries; but as 

7 yet they had not their full complement of authority in 


the church. The patron was not, as yet, come to 
bis zenith; he had not as yet given gifts to eccleſi- 
- aſtic men, nor had he received power to give mini- 
ſters untò the church, ſome popes, ſome patriarchs, 
ſome metropolitans, ſome biſhops, ſome prieſts,. for 
Rer deſtruction, tilt ſhe ſhould come unto the mea- 
ſure of the ſtature of the tremendous 3 RAST. No! 
the Chriſtian people had the choice of the clergy, from 
the pope to the pariſh prieſt, for a long time after 
the church was made an integral part of the civil ſtate, 
and thereby became imperial. It was not till, in pro- 
ceſs of time, the clergy themſelves became the elec- _ 
tors unto vacancies, and had ſeized upon the peoples 
Tights, taking, advantage of their ignorance, and 
perſuading them that they were not fit to chooſe for 
themſelves. This grew into cuſtom, and was eſta- 
bliſhed thereby into a law. Ne began the ſimoni- 
\ The clergy had the people's rights lying upon der. 
hands, which, though they improved for the advan- 
tage of their friends, in churches already built and ſuf · 
_  icrently enriched, yet there were ſtill more expectants 
than places. Accordingly they bethought * 4 
RAA C2 n, | 
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f a:ſcheme to enla e the circle of trade, by getting 


- greater plenty of churche. 


They propoſed & to noblemen, gentlemen, and e- 
very⸗ monied-man, to give over making donations 
unto the old foundations; but that they ſhould con- 
vert their liberality unto the erecting of new 
churches: and as their accuſtomed liberality would 
not ſuſſice, they farther propoſed unto them, as a 
lure unto profuſion, that whoever ſhould, at his own. 
expence, build a church, and dote it, i. e. provide a 


competent ſallary with church - lands, ſhould une 


the right of preſentation unto that living veſted in 
his perſon, and his heirs or aſſigns for ever. 


Hence are the ee in che 15 upon the. 
_—_ law, ARS 10 4511 


Patromum faciunt b adi ae audi | 
| 11 patronatus tranfire facit novus hares . 
Res permutata, donate, venditidque. | & 


0 The ſcheme took; churches were n es) vial 
þ Zo doted;; -and theſe ho did it, were honoured with 


the name of yaTRON, were complimented by a ſimo: 
niacal clergy with the ſtolen rights of the Chriſtian 


people, and had liberty from them, by virtue of their 

bargain, to inſert the rights of the People as . 
ow, in their reſpective charters. 

8 —Fhis ins the ſtate of patronage: at the reformation 


L 3 12 4 
» To edel e — nihil * generia Mie 
5 optantes, res ſuas votivas deponebant ad pedes apoſtolorum. Eo- 


rumque exemplo primævis aliquod ſeculis, Chriſtiani donaria ſha 
-, tradebant-abſolure in poreſtatem Epiſcoporum, Refrigeſcente autem 
. poſtmodum vera pietate; poſtulabat eceleſiæ neceſſitas atque utilitas, 
ut hac in parte, aliquid inſirmitati hominum · indulgeretut, quo mar 
g is accenderetur, ut ſaltem ne retardaretur. ſed propenſior in pios 
| vſuy;redderetur reſidua illa in hominum mentibus q antulacunque de- 


votio. Hane igitur juris patronatus poſſeſſionem r laicis permittat 4 


N ". ac ratam habeat eccleſia innuit gloſſa in cap. 15. nempe, ut per h 
uici invitentur ad conſtructionem ecclefiarum : ſicut per contrarium, - 


a proviſione ecclefiarym revocarentur. Tae Neuen, . 
200 Hr. 19 III. I a 1 
; | . » — "from, 
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gs try; nia it was at its zenith in all nations 
under the e of the Roman ſee,” as well as in 
- = Scotlandꝙ. 

Ss [The manner in which, and the agents. by which 
- | the reformation was begun and carried on in this na- 
tion, are no ſecret. The noblemen and barons, who WM 
d were the honoured inftruments in freeing Scotland 

a from the tyrannical yoke of Rome, were wiſe enough, il 
n | to learn from the example of Henry VIII. of | 
o'% 
e 
n 


— — — — 


53 England, to demoliſh the religious houſes, and to 
| appropriate the lands belonging unto them, to ſome 
n "body's uſe. And now, as they had the ball at their 
T. Foot, they thought good alſo to diſmiſs the ſecular. 
[3 with the regular clergy, ſeize upon the church- lands 
0 with the teinds, as the reward of their patriotiſm; 
and had the addreſs to perſuade the young Solomon, | 
to confirm the ſeizure unto them ee in the 
| right of their ſeveral patronages. | 
Thus che guardians--the patrons of the charch- 


u- revenues, made their care their prey. And what is 
th ſtill more ſurpriſing, is, that they found their title 
07 thereunto in their office of guardianſhip, or patron- 
= age, which every one would think imphes protec- 
ir tion! But no matter for that, they had their own _ 
ue. ©. reaſons for their conduct. The revenues were de- 
£'BY ſerted by their ancient poſſeſſors; agd the Prefb yte- 


mn  rianclergy who ſucceeded them,--humble ſouls |. were 
* ſcarce thought fleſh and blood, and to ſtand in need 
es of a very ſmall; ſhare of any thing earthly: and 
67 N therefore, they ſaw no nearer heirs than themſelves, 
Ww or the crown to which they were firſt annexed, that 
as, they might become legal poſſeſſors of the ſeizure. | 
„% But may it not be queried, how patrons can claim 
2 the right of preſentation, when they are now repoſ- 
„ fſeſſed of theſe donations, by which the right of pre- 
„s ſentation was nn purchaſed, with the teinds 
m 2075 to boot? 7 
ib. From this ſhort account of the origin of patron- 
age, it will be no difficult matter to aſſent to the 


truth 1 
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* 


1 . ceſſary that the civil magiſtrate. 
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uuth of the ö e 
| of mãn; Nor. Will i it be diſlicult to. prove the ſecond, 


That it is a pernicious and hurtful conſtitution. But 


I before I proceed to illuſtrate the truth of this laſt, I 
: : to make the following obſervations upon 


| «the original of patronage. - ©: oor mm wo 
At. * 8 that the patronage | ſought 


wi from, and originally by the civil powers, was 


not fo Abe br th —— urch, nor did it terminate up- 
on — _ was fought by+the d d eletgy, who 
have no bufnefs in the church of Chriſt, and are 
quite foreign to any idea that the ſcriptures convey 
unto us or Pisrklagdom' and did terminate entirely 
upon their extravagant revenues. But it Was — r 
that the term euch began to convey a new idea 


to the minds of men, and t0 fignify chieſty, the re- 


venues of the church, and the arrogant honours of 
5 haughty and aſpiring church men. 

It cannot be here objected, that 5 one's ner" 
needed and required the patronage of the civil 
powers, as well as the riches of the clergy; for this was 
& heir due, not as they were Chriſtians: and members 
bf the church, but as good fu jecta, nor was it ne- 
be veſted with 
any new office or powers for that end. But this did 
not content * clergy. The civil te muſt 
de charged w a new office &, and made the ulti- 


* mate judge among the ghoſtly. fathers about eccle- 


ſiaſtic preferments, and the rival preten ſinns of ec- 


cleſiaſtics unto them. The oſſice he is now inveſted 
=_ with, is properly eccleſiaſtic. He judges in matters 
=_ of faith tor the Chriſtian world, he provides it with 


miniſters according to his on heart; and cruſhes 
every other party that dares to mutter a contrary 

ſentiment. And all this is, ordinarily done, in con- 
|. 'S cert-with. "councils. which were ordinarily convoca- 


ern Vide Theodoiici Otiogothi regis/ extant. adilum comm. 
| ay Fare, foe ar. Te j ED 
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ted by the emperor, and decided in their controver- 
„ies, according to the prevailing humour of the 
t. | court. This was the ſtate of the great patronage, veſt- 
1 ed in the ſupreme magiſtrate; and” the petit patron» 


mn || ages, vefled in Inferior magiſtrates, noblemen, and Jo 


gentlemen of power, were; tetert paribus, exactly af · | 


it ter the ſame model. 5 k ba 
as | +S:cond; Hence it is plain, that imperial patronage, 


p- the national 'eſtabliſhment of one religious ſe& or 
10 party of Chriſtians, ta the manifeſt ſecular diſadvan- 
re tage of all others -the mixing the intereſts of that 
ty party with the civil intereſt of the nation or empire; 
ly gave being and birth unto - parochial patronages: 
en 


and both confpircd to bring forth the man of fin. IM 


ea I Firſt the church, or the party by law eſtabliſhed, by 
e- EF blending intereſts, became one; the kingdom of 
of Cbriſt became one with the kingdoms of this world; 
uud the government of the ſtate and of the church 
Ts FF. became one buſineſs, and for a time, was chiefly 
il veſted in the civil magiſtrate, and the men of influ- 
AS ance in the world. Then, through the concuſſions 
rs and revolutions which fell out in the empire at ity 
e- FE diviſion among the ten kings; the patriarch of Rome 
th ſucceeded, becauſe every ono of theſe ten k found 
id icctheir intereſt to court his favour, bew tie Ene be- 
fore him, give their power unto him, and worſhip 
the deaft; PTS ni F530) N 1 (rf 5 Hee: 

- Third, From the preceding hiſtory ir is obvious, 
that as the extravagant riches heaped by the hand 
of ſuperſtition upon clergy men, warm in the ſe- 

. veral degrees of an antiſcriptural and equally extra- 


\ breaſts; ſo this laſt brake out, and was the fire which 


on- . athes. . Clerical ambition brooding upon the fruitful - 

ca- - egg of ſuperſtition and ignorance, at length hatched © 
we a monſtrouſly defarmed animal, of the dragon kind, 
tem a politico-eceleſfiaſtic creature, called la- aten. This 
ed | did wonders for a time. It was a faithful keeper of } 
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vagant hierarchy, kindled tho fire of ambition in their 
ry F oft laid the houſe of God, the Chriſtian church, in 
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BR 8 bot it vn very klein its ten. 
per; for it bit and devoured all by turns, according to ; 


its weather-cock humour, who. ventured without its 


ſpecial licence; to reach their hand into theſe ſacred 


treaſures. Ambition herſelf, with all her clerical fa. 
mily, was ſometimes well nigh ftarved by the fickle 


and inexorable temper of her own monſtrous birth. 


At laſt ſhe' found there was nothing left ber to do, 


* in order to live, but to ſooth its humour and chime 


in. A lucky thought! for by this ſtratagem, and 


1 — means of a fortunate wound which it got in the 
1 head, (not without the intrigue of its mother), when 
it was faithfully watching its care, ſhe got the a- 
ſcendant over it; ſhe then clapped à chain upon it, 
aud treated it as a mere domeſtic animal for many years. 
But it recoyered of its wound; and upon a time, 
when the ſons of ambition were treating it too 
® roughly, it made a haſty leap, brake its chain, and 
is now much more untractable than ever; ſo that 


dame ambition is obliged to cringe more than before, 


[ 3 and even to be content with a ſmall dividend a you 
1 eal 


ruſh of the ancient revenues and eccleſiaſtit w 


238 * portion of her ſons; this monſter having ſwal- 
| - lowed up the greateſt part itſelf, out of revenge far 
tits ill amen all the While off its: long: Longne- 


To —— the allegury; ; Apen Aton und veto. 


RE nels introduced an antiſcriptural - hierarchy! into the 
'L church, with a deluge of wealth fit to ſupport i it: this 
introduced ambition, This laſt could never gain its 
ends without the aids of Eraſtianiſm. This made way 
for, and led up Popery to its throne, by introdueing 
= clerical domination ſupported by the powers of this 
world. And at the happy date of the reformation, 


ever ſince, the churches: called reformed, ſeem 


? to have. as much of the eccleſiaſtic model of the fifth 
and fixth centyries of inen, 28 of the firſt, in 


- their N ee Ee 
e N be obſerved, + that hurch-patrons 
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' leaſt by the clergy. "They were 


was any in the chr” of God ſince the 4575 'of 


New Teſtament; nor is itlawful for her to xnow any 


the church: rents, and as were committed to 86 a- 
clergy, for the execution of by. truſt, But now; 


Meral. Vid etiam . De _ Cap. XXVII. 


my 5 


were, ori inally choſen, by the 0 ch herſelf, or at 
hare as now-4-days,. 
mr heirs unto their: office, nor had e griginally 
icht of preſentation. It is certain, t at pafron- 
it is any thing at t all; is an ecdeſiaſtic HOT 
BP a chief one too; ecauſe not only is the clan 
the proper object of it, but be provides her with 355 
her other officers according to his own heart. 
the New. Teſtament church knows no e 221 
ficer in the church by lineal deſcent: there never 


Ca japhas. Therefore it is plain, patronage i in its pre- 
ſent form, has no part nor lot in the church of the 5 


man by the title PATRON, according to the 1 | 

agceptation of the word. | 
E fth, It is obſervable: that ie n ht of patronage 

was originally jus. oneroſum & utile; Feb protection of 


tron, and he was anſwerable to the church, i,. e 


piteaus caſe! church: -goods mult always be a tempt- | 
ing, prey to ſome! the Faithleſs 8 ers themſelves 
have made their care their booty, aey have ſeized 


the church-lands, he DER e 11 the teinds theni- 
des, and what: is infinitely. more. valuable, the 
rights i the Chriſtian people ; and Yet after all, "have 
e confidence to aſſert themſelves to, be the patrons | 
9 the' hurch,! Common ſenſe, if her. virgin voice Po 
could | be heard ami ; the bluſter and noiſe that 13 8 
made about Jes 4015 titles, would, ſay, they had cer. | 
tainly forfeite eir right, becauſe they have be. 


WW for, ever, becauſe, like faithlels guardians, 5 


's 7 TIRE \jboparrovatus, etiütiſf ron Henne propris | 

rituale, ſed ſpirituali avnexum;- quiz tamen ejds cauſa anhexa'elt - 

tituaſibus caubs, ſpirituabe cenſeri, propter cungexitatem? qur 
com religioſis adbzrent religioſa eſſe. Forbes, Lib. VIII, Deut; 
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nn between the * 'opith clergy, wh 
t to. fell” the rights of the riſtian 


DE 15 99 the. p Meſt- ridden ariceftors of our mo- 
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| imants; ele sciany "when theſe laſt ca not re- 


fe, that they, are low repoffeded of thefe dona- 
5 7 ho ot e e unto, che prov and aſt 


RL ROPOSITI Ne 195 a is hot only an hr man, 
ſt I Proton 1005 er wo. ts conftieution. "It 
BY f the moſt 15 8 8 PE e . OED 
25 95 15 not my defign to pen, In this place, of the 
8. atten 0 3 E 1 of the law FE patrona e; 
theſe e VIA ind confidered in 1 7 il 


ereT al e to dor that pa- 
itſelf, 47 every ſpecies of it Ein the he'chureh, 
195 inju 18. eue her beſt inter. 

FE; It 3s le miſchievous innovation the 

7 Hr ch, that” it cannot maintain its ſtation in her, 
% With 5 whc y. unhinging the entire frame of . 
Vine nere and evacudting | che authority of 
gur Lord Jeſus Chirift in every one of them. One 
may lay ol it, as Dr Tillotſon fays of tranſubltintia- 
tion; Ik it be true, the Whole goſpel may be falſe, 
becauſe men {hould never have dared to truſt their 

_ ſenſes concerning the truth of any one miracle, 
Whereby it was confirmed. So, if patrofiage is ſuf- 
ere to maintain its rank amon og the crowd of divine 
== in the church, it muſt do it in defiance 
Arete * of chat Particular 9 yp — hath 
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a 26.5 itp t 0 1 the Wbte win 220 
nto 17 70 nd of his authority in ry 
d does not 25 reaſon on wWHic 
5 firſt contempt of the divine 
n. fo 
| the whole law, and yet find wn 
gs now, if {on han maintain its ſeat,” and 
At obedience. in 15 0 church; if the author rity 
fr men may 1 580 26 the obli ration ariſing from 
the authority of 60 in an expreſs inſtitution: then 
who fees not but the ſame authority may looſe the 
, obly ation of every moral precept whatſoever, and 
make. it in proceſs of time, a moral virtue to deny 
the being, of to blaſpheme the name of God, wien 
it mall be judged to correſpond moſt with the politr- 
cal fitneſs « "eh ings? 
none Jr the princi le upon which patronap re 
| kth th any. room among urch-inftitutions, is ſuch, 
ak it Gan neither comport with the authority o 


Chriſtin his church, nor with the moral Arie! 0 
of ad in the world. N refuſes to We” in peaceful 
| neighb6urhood. with any one divine inſtitution. ' Tf 


MS. yes, it mi it e. as The wild beaſt in the foreſt 
AI 2 che. herefore, © men and Chriſtians, Who . 
have the leaſt reg ard to the authority of God, ox to 
their own. intereſts, are bound to Wear the peace 
"again ple ang nd either bind it to its. good. behaviour, 
, ON (whi 1 1 + ch more their 0 05 baniſh it'from 
987 19 WORE a 1 ents. Wan 
cond, e hur ful” te endence 0 ronage appears 
155 Fences 0 in. the \chaitis that it! Lin 18 n the con- 
(ft 90 0 while it dys ch under an 
Ireful neceſſity 4p they contindie 
urch, Cherell K Has the kes pf 
2 18 0 to proftityte their conſcientes unto obedience 
bf 4 law, Fade nöt only without, büt — 


| thoatbority rn 
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do, if © hey "continue members o 


"that the church of Scotland ſhould ever 


| 575 diſplay. of the ih bs nature and tenden 


Adorned its Nr g brows, was wrrathed 


(3) 


al 1 4 plain froim what i is faid above, that the law of 
patronage i is human, andthe authority that gives i it 
exiſtence ; ;.. and that both are equally contrary unto 


1 avthotity of Chic in his inftitntighs; Where 


fore, if the body of church- members ſhall give obe- 
dience uh nts the law of patronage, R they muſt 

the eſtabliſhed 
church); t hey perform that obedience unto that law, 
under the conſideration of its being either Humax 


| or DIVINE. If the firſt; then the r = — the 
miniſters of tile <hurch is become a' civ en- 
rely, and Jahſeckien to them that ar- pole n the 


Lord, 74 watch 7 our ſouts, has ceafed to be a Chri- 
ſtian 6 1990 The ſpiritual authority of Chriſt is diſ. 
card, and obedience -unto him is not the duty of 


= ub s, While they continue obſequious ment . 


the church: 185 other lords have dominion over _ 
werd ofthe” an infefior and contradictory authority 
is the role and reafon of their fubjection to their ſpi- 
ritual guides! If the ſecond; . it follows by Un- 
avoidable Conſequence; that the conſciences of Ohii- 
ſtiang are intangled in the net of manifeſt idglatry;; 


for whatever obedience is paid unto human authority, | 


under. the 11 of its being divine; 18 is paid'unto an 
idol; becauſe faith in the obligation is included, 


Which $ allowed by an to be the higheſt act of G. 


vine worlhip. | The church of Rome is the miſtrefs 
of this fort of abqmination; and it is a great pity 

tempt 10 
Vie that honour with her. 
ird, The foregoing Hitory of Bare er iy a ub is a faf- 4 


cles of that Antichriſtian idol. It owes its birth Un 


to coyetouſneſs, ambition, and deſire of domination 


among clergymen.. It was 7 — upon the lap of 
"this + *MoTHER, of HARLOTS and ABOMINATIONS' 'of 3 
the earth. And its; coruner wherewith its mother a- 
by the 
Chriftian 
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corruption 0 in . ut it Was always 

uche about in whole n part, by donate 
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t 35 ) ; bat 44 
Hay in an which oftener t 3 
laid the unhappy foundation for men, | 
Proteſtants, to delight in nothing ſo much as in 12 905 1 
blood, of fellow. men, Chriſtians and. Proteſtants, to M 
the laſting: reproach « of the Proteſtant cauſe? was it 


not, regal patronage-+maddened with rage, ich 
the ambition of churchmen inſpired ? In one "word, 


what has juſt now driven 1 50,000 members of the e. 
ſtabliſhed church from her communion? ? what 540 


tultiplicd religious parties in Scotland without 


nuraber ? what as. introduced $OSINTANISM. into bur | 
PULPITS, and PROFANITY into our ftreets ? Aſk the 


moſt illiterate peaſant, and he can anfwer, LAY-PAS 


TRONAGE. = 10 
And now! can! it Neve any place in the chu urch df y 
Chriſt ? ?"fay; for. 1 think, by this time, the reader 
nay be able to judge with what conſiſtence it is re- 
tain: Ines MH 374 fas erte among the miniſters and 
a church,” which once gloried in being 


E 19 7755 1 moſt forward in abandoning the abomi- 


nations of the mother of harlots? But the illuſtra- 


tion of the third propoſition will ſet. this matter in 


a yet clearer light, to which I now. Proceed. 


„ EARS Ul. Upon both the preving ue 
counts, patronage is a conſtitution which can have no 


175 in the churc hy, as an ordinance which the ing 
96 ion either WII ifs can bleſs for her edificatiod. 


The truth of this \ wilt appear 1 the following con- 


derations. "77% 


Firſt, It is a firſt pr nciple among Proteliants: that 
the effic acy of means, in attaiging their ſpiritual ends, 


depends, not upon the means themſelyes, but upon 


tlie ointment, nd promiſe of God. The goſpel it- 
ſelf 22 power of God unto ſalvation; not Fn ay, | 


mats virtue, or charm in it, but from its origin 


t 


Alete and the promiſe of 950 * anne xe ung 4 
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ta the preaching of: its. whereby, the divi ine bleſſing 
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dance 9 Hör ihl es, fed the Utd- 

| Fr EE 8 "where: 4 Fron le, is 7 1 155 unto (the 
* 0 patronage. Hence, 5 15 plain, we Ci in 
r. & nor pray Fe 701 4 blen 43 pon it. It is 

An Wigs uſeful 


NE 


2 15 ee that it 6 


W thca Oe 0 mk. it; | tteud 331 
Second, 9570 nei er wi nor Gn attend t. Fith his 
vie : of Gog. ſhoul 4H bleſs this, gr any 5 pu- 


ed with fal utar* y effects, he thould jc 10 


| 2 * the bold contemaners 0 of: his authority. 


not, he cannot give Bit glory "to ae, nor 1 
af any, of. his efſential. Fs erfections 15 60 
1 or. to any, ide hatſoœ 17 57 File bo 
A Alg 175 the ſtrict 505 lip 265 
view of the decalo ue 2 14 is 4 4 jeakis God. 


RY 


ſhould ceaſe is be WE before he Rae's ou 


ance Wi h hi Hlefl ing Lain" Fi dire? attacks 
E Mn, As hea & Plain: 115 the moſt 12005 
Fee eps 0 This is authority, as he is the, {x reme 
giver. the 
— 1— W b God. 1 8 
hir It h » it can have no place 8 th 
of fr No 4 19 dee Vbgcce d has, 
coy 450 place in theſe things, Wach gerive 
heir being from the 1 8 wi 15 e of 


| | Og. without confounding 1d 0 ver throwitig the 


ature and order of things. . B tit is plain, hk the 


9 e being of, the New · Teſtament church depe ds 
O! 79 revelation and politive inſtitution; nd 


þ the) excfore, it is, 91 75 natural to eönclude, that 8225 


I ang f particular dinance in, or belongin ing un nto 
the. complex ſyſtem of her being, muſt 2 0 upon 


grant that accent MI n. attended Un- 
to, teaches the foris bf men, that worſhip, yea, that 


3 ſocial We is due unto the ſupreme CDS But it 


WE Youd 


is ſecured, and, may, be expected. to make it effec- | 
Ken 4 nd. abr the 1 of Ag ew con 


refore plain, t t patronage cn. | 
7 Ig 


Eee. caacawcecgo r wy Ggyu mm =p om mnb©PD©Dn2nD0Og2ecs 


i ©; 


| wu 7 amy * 4 an enterpriſe, if any * hen 
Ke venture to aſſert, that the church of God in an 1 
| | much/lefs:the/New-Teftament church, is built 1 ron | 
or ſo much as borrows a pin from tlie ligh Þ} 
ture; No! from the beginning ſhe' was Far uses 
the promiſe of the Meſſiah, and has not yet change 
nor ever ſhall change her foundation *, There is 
not a fingle inſtitution, "that can derive its exiſtenes 
from any other ſource, than poſitive revelatibn, With 
qut making the frame of the Chriſtian church ſuch 
a motley ſyſtem ſtem of divine and human inſtitütions, as 
is only calculated to ſhock reaſon itfelf, and diſgracs 
the Author of both reaſon and revelation.” LL, leo 
It is very true, that the churches of Chriſtians are 
ſubject to all the laws of reaſon and human prud 
in all matters, wherein ſuch ſocieties agree in 
general notion with every other ſpecies of ſociety: 1 
earth.” But in all ſuch things, church-meinbers act 
a8 men endowed with human prudence, not as Chri- 
Rians, There is no law of Chriſt,” in ſueh caſes, hal- 
| their obedience, - beſides the general injuhe< 
tion, Let all things be done decently. And further 
human prudence is not permitted to movt᷑ one ft 
even though the higheſt authority upon earth ſfhuufd 


eds. ad. a ation, ems i ethd 


pr WWW... 
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The particular idea of the Chriſtian church; which 


(Pw — 


_ ciety as much differing from the particular idea of 


of extention and ſolidity differ from the ideas 1of 
thought and conſeioufneſs? They agree in nothing 
but · jn the general and moſt abſtract notion of ſocie- 
„ The kingdoms of this world, and al leſſer ſocies Þ 
ties, are the voluntary combinations of men, for + 
* ſecurity of Hberty and property, wherellall 


nee e. 


; | unto the ends of civil way. and de fot thwrthe 3 
it 


* Matth, xxrii. 19. MM e eee 


it wu *- - Co law | 


— 


bid ber, and ſhould patronize her raſhueſs. For), 
the writings of the apoſtles convey to us, is of a ſfbo- 


every other ſpecies of ſociety upon earth, as the ideas 


vyhich prudence can deviſe; ich contribute 


Y 


C8) 


lay o nature, 3 are lawful and laudable,. pgs "Y 
Kingdom. of Chrilt is not a ſociety which takes its 
ne ation of all in-pne nation, but from 

the uo rey if" $ zuthorjtatiye call gf eme ont} of all 
Its, very. being depends originaity upon 


for his heritage, and of the utmoſt end F the earth 
WW: bis e h /pall be willing in tb day of 

bip. ver f. Hence, it is not only a different kingdom, 
put a Kingdom. differing in lind trom all the king- 
dorms of this world; and therefore ity ſyſtems of in- 
8xytions:mut alſo differ in kind from all the pru- 
dential laws belonging to. the kingdoms. of this 


| 155 handled this weapon to good purpoſe, againſt 
Ab innovations and ordinances of men in the iaſti - 
 Untions of baptiſm 50g the Lord's ſupper. And tha 
ſmalleſt reflection will help any to ſee, that it ſtrikes 
zz eſſestually againſt taking the choice of the migiſter, 
as the cup, from the people. It militates as- ſtrongly 
— giving the right of calling, or, which is the 
thing, preſenting the miniſters of the New Le- 
fiament church, unto the patron; or unto the patron, 
Heritors, and elders-only, as againſt giving the wine un- 
to the prieſts only. Indeed, there is too great a like- 
E- neſs; and what was human and wrong at Trent, 


burgh. 

44 Ibeg leave to, tranſcribe a few lines from. ſome 

| late writers in the Fopiſh controverſy, whoſe names 

and writings will have ſome weight with ſome, as 

| bilein, the two great bugbears of our age. 

_ Z Ihſbop Burnet, writing agaiùſt the alterationg and 
deviſed inſtitutians which are pinned; to the ordi- 


2 Rev. v. 9. * Pal. ui, 8, 7 ex. 3. * A 
wal: Die Met, upon 
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Fee 7 „ Father þath made unto the han of the 
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world. 
The Proteſtant writers againſt the church of Rome | 


cannot became divine and lawful at London or Edin- 


£. they. were never: juſtly ſuſpected, of fanaticiſn, or 


4 Dance af hs: Le PPS: gelten his judgwent 
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upon this Nedd with great propriety, « All teil- 


{the inſtitution; as if Chriſt nd his le 
not well cotffidered it; but that 1200 years, 
« zfterward; a cone deuse ſhould be obſerved; 
« which kill then had not been thought of, - whickt 


„ made it reaſonable to alter the manner of it; HE 


4 that inſtituted it, knew beſt what was moſt bene 
« and moſt r6:fontble; and we muſt choole rathe 
to erde in his ediumnande, than in our own reaſmi- 


N * applicable 13 the whole paſſh age unto the pre- 
ſent argument! All reaſoning in favours of p patro- 
nage, is a reaſoning againft a divine ialdtutieg, and 
againſt the wiſdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt for mould 
ing the conſtitertiom ind frame of the Chriſtian chuich 
in uct à männer, 48 to give the rigtits of the people 
2 place therein. Chriſt and his apoſtles have not 
conſidered it well! A robo years after them, a cb,ẽ 
ſequenee has been obſerved by wiſer chirch-builders, 
that was hot thought of by Chriſt when he wrote'ol 
the platform of the rm church, in the infallible = 
precepts, inſtructions, and practices 'of the apoftles. 1 
a 8605 uence that hath made it reaſonable to cin. 
cel the inſtitutions of Chriſt; and ſet up wiſet ones 
is their' room! to alter entirely the manner of the 
Chriſtizn church !----But he that fourided her, ws, 
beſt what was moſt fitting arid moſt vealondble;! 
we muſt rather chooſe to acquieſce i in his commands, 
than in out own reaſoning. 

Dr Hoadly, late biſhop of Wincheſter 4, has oils 
ged the world with the flowing ſenſible obſerva- 
thous. In the matter of an inſtituted duty, (ora du- 

ty made fo by the will of any perſon), no one can 
be a judge but the inſtitutor himfe f, of what he 
« deſigned ſhould be contained in it.; and becauſe, 
fappoſing him not to have ſpoke his mind plainly”. 


« about 


6c 78755 ecefeſiaſtie 8 is an arguing a> 


9 Expoſition of xxxix articles, pag 247. edition = Plain | 
.4count of the wig es rod 5 and & | 
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«about It, it is impoſſible that any perſon (t6 hor 
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the inſtitutor himſelf never revealed his deſign) 


mould make up that defect: all that is added, 


An therefore, to Chriſt's inſtitution, as a neceſſary part 


5 7 


3 — 
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of it, ought to be eſteemed only as the invention 
of thoſe who add it: and the more there is added, 
(let it be done with never ſo much ſolemnity, 
and never ſo great pretences to authority), the leſs 
there is remaining of the /implicity of the inſtitu- 
tion as Chriſt left it. I am the more ſolicitous to 


L obſerve this, and to impreſs it upon the minds of 


«. Chriſtians, becauſe it is the only thing that can either 
C7: ; — ©» (/ * | . 8 55 
prevent or cure miſtakes upon this ſubject.? 
This whole excerpt is, not more ſenſible than it is 
applicable unto all human inventions whatever in 


the church; and eſpecially unto patronage... In the 


matter of the inſtituted complex ſyſtem of ordinances 


| 


1 


in the church, which depends upon the revealed will 
of God alone, no one can judge, but the inſtitutor 
himſelf, what particular ordinances and laws ſhould 


be contained in it. And ſuppoſing what ſcarcely 


8 
K * 


ean be ſuppoſed, without blaſphemy, that he had not 


Ipoken his mind plainly. about it, whether church- 
members as ſuch, or only the man with the gold- ring 
"2nd: goodly apparel, ſhould chooſe the miniſters of 
his church, it is impoſſible that any perſon (to whom 


1 — 


the 1xs73iTUTOR himſelf never revealed his deſign) 


mould be able to decide in the matter, and make up 
the defect. And it would be the higheſt degree of 


. Taſhneſs and arrogance, if he ſhould attempt it. There- 


E fare patronage, whatever model it may be caſt in- 
to by ſuch as are given to change, being only a 


mere human conſtitution, patched upon the divine 


. Aer of inſtitutions in the Chriſtian church, hi- 


ng its beauties, and ſupplanting its authority upon 


the conſciences of men- ought not only to be eſteem- 
þ <d What it is the invention of thoſe who have ob- 
truded it upon the church, but ought to be treated 
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as ſuch,---thrown entirely out of doors : for fo long 
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will there be 


n | /a6it maintains its iſtation, ſo 
)! - notable defect in the ſimplicity of that inſtituted ſyſtem, 


J, as Chriſt and his apoſtles left it. In fine, every * 
t man will be ready to join the zealous: biſhop | 
n ſolicitude to obſerve this, and to impreſs it — 
I, minds of Chriſtians, becauſe it is'a"cnzy, if not the 
7 oxlr thing that can prevent or cure miſtazes ou 
ls d wn or the like ſubject: for, Ty 
1- To add a; ſentiment of that ala of ſolid; | 
0 ment, Dr Tillotſon &; „In ꝓroceſs of time the beſt 
of 1 inſtitutions are apt to decline, and by inſenſible de- 
er * grees to ſwerve and depart from the perfection of 
their firſtſtate; and therefore it is a good rule to 
4 preſerve things from corruption and degeneracy, 
Fl * often: to look back to the firſt inſtitution, and by 
tat to correct thoſe imperfections: and errors 
. which will almoſt unavoidably creep in with time. 
= Andeed, every good Chriſtian ought to ſtir: him- 
ſelf up unto the moſt exact obſervation of the laſt 
mentioned rule, in order that effectual methods may 
be fallen upon to have all human conſtitutions toſſ- 
ed out of the Chriſtian church. Except this laſt is 
done, Proteſtants ſhall never be able to tate away oc- |} 
con from them that ſeat occaſion againſt the Froteflant | 
cauſe, and to defend themſelves in their errors and 
ſuperſtitions. A ſenſible Roman Catholic, who knows 
his on ſtrength, or rather our weakneſs, will al- 
2 have reaſon to retort upon us,-----* Shew, us 
i our authority for laying a0 de the primitive and 
ſeriptural plan of eccleſiaſtic inſtitutions, for de- 
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nying unto the people the exerciſe of their right to 
chooſe their own paſtors; and we will produce 


our authority for withholding the cup from them. 

| arrant, for foiſting' the human 

> of lagepatronage into the revealed 

112 ordinances, and you will not 
Set niſhi ag our church with an 


a authen tic - 


SR 


| e 
| »-anthetic) warrant to introduce the ſigi of the 
„ croſs, oil, falt, ſpittle, &c. into the mode of bap 


rr 
1 


dientions 


fummary of it, in the words of one , whole fenti: 


ments are of weight with ſame men in ſome other caſes; 
in things of external and mere 5; 
c ion, we have nothing to do but obey the poſitive 
* command. God is infinitely better able to — 
4 than we, of the propriety and uſefulneſs of the 
* things he — —— us to _ 
"*M with humility and reverence.” | 

. | Fhe conjequence now obſerved by our Wiler legifls 
: tornp+-but: never thought of by Chriſt, is; If the e- 
lection of miniſters ſhould be allowed to im 


proceed 
ils fir channel if the Chriſtian people ffiould be 


ed with the cxercife of their Chriſtian and ori 
ginal rights; then popular confuſion, and endieſs ahi- 
moſities ſhould enſue. And upon this _— abuts 
dance of rhetorical flouriſhes aro daily made. 


I ſhall attempt an anſwer to this cavil;; rather be⸗ 


cauſe, of hte, I have heard ſome pious and 
able perſons among the people themſelves, alledye, 
that it is an wr le 


re of one ſpecies or other. 


All abjections againſt plaii divine ordinances, 


_ drawn from ill conſequences: fathered upon them, 


are founded in ſuch an execrable and atheifiiral ſuppo- 


ſition, that I am ſurpriſed the men, who make them, 
are not aſhamed of thus inſulting the underſtandings 


of men, as well as the adored pertections of the Mobr | 
Hen. This inſulting cavil — ſhortly anſwered; 
; Fopular election, under the ſcriptural regulations armed ' 


- unto; i be inſtitution, is a divine appoin — 4 
to be ſo, from almoſt every page of the Adts of the 
| | apoltles, and their epiſtles: patro 9 human in- 
| Niitution, af a baſe original, and of the moſt rueful 


*. Dr Sam. Clark's expoſition of the Church-Catechiſm, pag. 365. 
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ee in favours of 
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thority of God as xzcToR of all things, 


ſandth 


Cu) 


tendence: therefore; whoever attempts to exclude 


the firft, and ſubſtitute the laſt, upon any pretence 
whatever, 4 the greateſt reaſon to dread the con- 
It would be pradent, before he 


priſe, to take ſome pains to ſatisfy himſelf, how he 
will be able to ju 
of the laſt lines of the ſacrod canon; If any man'/ball 
add unto theſe things, God ſball add unto him the plagues 
that are written in this book, How alarmin 8˙ and yet 
how juſt the denunciation! For, 

The attempt is not ſimply derogatory unto the Aus 
but unto that 
authority as veſted in the perſon of Chriſt, to whom all 

and all authorit 
the FarH ER hath appointed nE IR of all things. 


the contempt. poured upon that authority, 


mediatory character and authority, and 
sons IF, upon Which his media 
ginally founded. It is the identi 


againſt his 
character is ori 
l err e, under eir- 


cumſtanoes peculiarly: aggravating, of which Herod | 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and people of len 


were guilty, when they were gathered toget her again 
the — and againſt uis Cuais r, ſaying, L2t us break theit 
bands aſunder, and taſt away their cords from us. 

Indeed, popular — is a mighty diſa 
able thing; une I dare not ſay, that “ it 7s worſe than; 
« other ſpecies 


part of the fatal conſequences — 


when haply it falls out once, in one parith of nine 


dred, in the ſpace of half: century, hich the daily ms 
vaſions of tyrannical Lowes. has had in 9 parity 


—4 | 


that has fel. its eſſive and lawleſs force? 
puts me in mind of the fable of the man and the 

well told, and happily applied by Sir Richard 8 

The man walking with that noble animal, ſhewed 121 

in the oſtentation of human 4 

man killing a lion. Upon which, the 


100 poſitive concerning the lawfulneſs of his grow 
ſtify his attempt in the face of ſome 


y is committed, and whom 
Hence 
is nd leſs 
a crime than rebellion againſt the whole extend of Chriſt's 


"oy 


of tyranny? Pray, has itever had thethou- 


lign of 4 
n ſaid very 
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. þ the ſaddle may be ſet upon the black horſe's b: 
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zou: We lions are none ye us e 
could;ſhew. an hundred men killed: — — for one 
- Hom killed by a man. The abettors of patronage: are 
writers, and accompliſhed) ſpenkchs in the aſſembly- 
. and can xepreſent popular elections in alt the 
Atſadvantageous lights they pleaſe: but if the honeſt 
C: people Were orators, they could perhaps 
ew an hundred pariſhes. laid: in deſolation, and a 
. thouſand miſchiefs done by patronage, and the deſ- 
potit execution of the wy, reſpecting it, by a ſervile 
clergy.— for one ſingle inſtance of popular confuſion, 
ar; any---the leaſt evil following upon popular elec- 
tion p; and could produce documents, for a thoufand 
Fe date. having followed the ordinance of 
te confront one ſingle phantaſtic appearance of 

good attending this ordinance of Rome. 1412 
3 0h wy the argument for, or againſt the — 
ges not, muſt not be permitted to turn upon the 
good or the. bad conſequences that may be fathered 
upon it. If evil conſequences ſhall indeed follow the 
ohſervation of any divine inſtitution, chere are a 
Wa ways to account for them, beſides: this exc- 
cradle method of forcibly fäthering them upon the 
verdi ance of, God. itſelf... 1" On ar LP 
x that are aid to follow popular election, 1 


| IE chis was done, the ordinance of God would be ho- 
: ly acquitted of the ſcandalous charge. 


I — gy the clergy never to blame in theſe popular 


? Has it never been found, that the litigant 


oc. in theſe; few. pariſhes where ſuch commo- 


tions; have happened, have: been ſet by the ears, and 
ee againſt one another, by the ſelſiſn and 
nd practices of / ſome falle, who had a friend to 


I 3 ervę, or a for to mortify? Gr has it never been found, 
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Vier bist! rout e $i qu At ten, 


at abe admiſliqn of perſons to vote in the choice of 
e migiſters of -Chrilt's church, who are not qualified 
x the, rules of the goſpel to wot in ſuch caſes and 
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of 


conſtitution would think it deſerves 1 re 


wales +. 4; a, 
matters has been the tan ring of theſe inck diſ- 
turbances? - ' 

If conſequences which. men think themſelves at li 

derty to fix upon whom and what they pleaſe, 
Ah be reckoned a ſufficient reaſon. to prejudge di- 
vine ordinances ; the Chriſtian religion does not ſtand 
unarraigned at the har ↄf not a few; and therefore 
it is high time to ſeek a freſh religion, and a new 94x 
viour! If the argument is valid at all; what hinders - 
its validity in the following caſe? Popular diſturb- 
ances too frequently fall out in cities and counties, 
at the 1 bei repreſentatives in parhament, 
eſpecially when OY eſignin miniſtry didi be- 
fooled nation, for advancing their friends, Td pro- 


moting their own ſchemes; therefore it would be 


much-wiſer to leave the nomination of our repreſens 
tatives to his Majeſty, or to ſome particular miniſter 


ol Rate, or to any whom he may chooſe to ſubſtitute, 


to act in the affair. Would not every one, be re y C 


to exclaim,---This would be to overturn the con 


tution? Juſtly! And I believe if this noiſy argument 


ſhould be uſed in this caſe, (to which. it might 1225 = 


plied with iofinitely better grace, than to the 
is made ordinarily 1 to ſerve every ery friend to o the: ritiſh 


advantageous to none ſo much as the laſt in the ey 


| of juſtice. 


Thus I have raed to r "that. pas 
tronage is a mere human ordinance; and direful expe- 
rience has given too ſenſible proof, that it is. of. ihe 
worſt tendency; nor is it to be expected, e SY 
be leſs ſo, from its being Arefſed 175 . by ck hands 

that its 


of clergymen, as it 4 propoſed, mu 
It w % Kg 1 


nature ſhall be entirely changed. It will he Rar 
p rſuade Scotch Preſby terians, that their dogtors 
maſters of bh = ſecret. Red | 
en. N85 A 0 


ation, 2 
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cumſtance of no moment to the church, whether the 
author of her affliction appears in the court or the cle- 


E ivileges, ſhe may lay ber account with as much 
ercy at the hand of a Kite highway-man, as from 
- a troop" of ruffians. _ God geh der his church 
rom e eee | Nr 
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nge, the e's RIGH ur 5 the Chritian ak: fo chooſe 
their on puſtors, 1s afferted; and the HYPOTHE SI8g--= 
py "That" Canter bath appointed no certain and fixed RULE 
+ or the choice f the er of the church, is agg to 


Nahe e a "nee F. en. 

172 itte precedin diſſertation; then the di- 
vine right of Ne people Ne 'to chooſe their own pa- 
: orb, 28 2 firſt principle, not to be controverted ;---e- 
in the Preſbyterian church of Scotland, by 
a the rights and ſpiritual immunities of her 
members, have been ever held ſo tender and ſacred, 
 thar ſhe never declined the worlt ſufferings,” and the 
maſt .cryct. . perſecutions, i in. reg them, againſt all 

invaders.” . 
But df lite, not only babe the authors of the prefent 

3 dminiſtration, who have aſſumed the 

5 90 payed ecution of the law of patronage, —äaban- 
duohed the defence of the divine right; but alſo the 
party e church, who boaſts itſelf of being the 
0 PTTL: 8 Freformation, and an enemy to tyranny and 
FF invaſign, affects to call in queſtion theſe facred im- 
1 münities of e 3 Vea, has Pronounted them 
>. 38 1138 1 - 7 DO 1 round! 
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lese bad And welt 8 alt s er- 


rical taſte. If the church is to be robbed of her Acred 
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— engste ais and ſeems to take a very 
particular ſatisfaction in giving the world to know, 


that * theſe chimerical rights tound no abettors in the 
aſſembly, nor could it be otherwiſe, tor there are | 
none of theſe principles in the church.“ | 


What the true ſpring and reaſon of this affecting 
declaration may be, I may perhaps have occaſion to 
inquire in another diſcourſe: in the mean time, I 


| ſhall attempt the defence of what is now plainly de- 


nied, both by deeds and words, by both parties in the 


aſſembly That tbe Chriſtian people, the members of 
Cbriſpt le church, have a- divine right 10 elect their 
oꝛon paſtors. And according as I ſhall tucceed in this, 
the judicious reader will 12 


d the tormer ment 
more or leſs concluſive and convincin | 
Before I proceed to offer the evidence of the fore» 


going propoſition, I beg leave to lay down. the fol- 
lowing firſt principles, which: the reader will eaſily 
find to be uſeful in throwing ſome eu upon the 


ſubject. 
l. The viſible bin gdom of Chriſt Ys ſabject taino authority 


upon earth, but to [hat of the Mediator, acted towards 4 0 


in and by his own expreſs laws and inſtitutionn. 
All the members of that viſible kingdom are, as nen, 


ſubje& to the reſpective civil, governments unde 
lich they live. But the church, conſidered as a 


ſociety incorporated in the name, and governed by 


the laws of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is ſubject to the 
authority of no other upon earth. My kmgdam, an- 
ſwered its ſuffering Sovereign to Pilate, is not of this i 


world : if my kingdom were of this aworld, then would my 


ſervants fight, that I. ſhould not be delivered unto the Jews: 


but wow 1s my kingdom not from hence u. Indeed, theie 


churches. whoſe conſtitutions are interwoven with |} 
the civil conſtitutions of the ſeveral nations, or civil 


ſtates where they are, muſt here be excepted; for it 


18 e n __ luch e as _ — 1 
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can be governed any other way, than by the legiſla- 
tive and executive powers of the whole complex 


conſtitution. Hence is the political expediency of a 


mixture of men, of religious or ſpiritual, and civil or 
temporal characters, in our parliaments; and the church 

of Scotland is certainly awanting to herſelf upon poli- 
tical accounts, (while a national church, having her 
conſtitution intwiſted with the civil conſtitution of 
Great Britain, and made fundamental and eſſential 
in the union of the two nations), -in that ſhe does 
not endeavour to have her repreſentatives in parlia- 
ment, as well as her ſiſter national church of Eng- 

land- —ingrafted into the ſame ſtock. But how far 
ſuch churches are conſtituted according to the apo- 

ſtolical platform, may be juſtly doubted;---we may 


| Have occaſion to inquire into this matter afterward. 


2. The ſeriptures of truth, eſpecially the New Teſtament, 


does moſt perfectly and expreſily contain all the Laws 
and INSTITUTIONS F CHRIST whatſoever. This ſafe 
maxim, Proteſtants have always laid, as the founda- 


tion of their reaſonings againſt the ſuperſtitions and 
ou traditions of the Rowisn church. Where- 
c nt TS ITT 

If the Jaw-of patronage cannot bring authentic 


proof of its being as old as the New Teſtament, and 


of its having been inrolled there, among the other 
authentic laws of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by the hand 


olf ſome or other of the evangeliſts or apoſtles, I know 


no place it can have in any church that calls itſelf 
Chriſtian; dr en Y 

« The practice of the apoſtles, and of the firſt churches, 
who afted by their infallible direction, as it is recorded in 
f Fheir ACTS d EPISTLES), is to be eſteemed equivalent un- 
to expreſs precept and inſtitution. The extent” of the 


-..- commiſſion . which the apoſtles received from their 
&. MasTtr and Lox, after his reſurrection, was only 
= to teach the churches all things, and the obſervation of 


all things which HE had commanded them . And 
* * Matth, xxviii. 20, ie 
4 z | : I f | * whence 
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wlience are we to learn the rommands'of the Maſter, 
but from the faithful copy which the apoſtles wrote 
8 out for the churches, under the infallible conduct of 
, the Spirit of inſpiration ; and from the obfervances of 

theſe firſt churches, whoſe whole conduct and prac · 
tice was under the immediate and perfonal TO = 
and direction of theſe infallible guides? 
4. The ſpecies of Rio hr, after which we inquire, 
and have aſſerted to be divine, is that which leans 
immediately upon an authentic charter of privilege, 
or deed of gift, granted by God unto any man, of 
certain body of men, under a certain ſpecification, 
excluſive of all others; and is put upon record in the 
ſacred regiſter of all ſuch peculiar and heavenly 
ee the Book of Gop. In this ſenſe, Abraham and 
poſterity had a divine right to the land of promiſe. 

In this Fils ſent, David had a divine right to the throne 
of IIrael. In this ſenſe, theſe among the nations 
who profeſs their faith in Chriſt, and obedience to 
him, have a divine right to baptiſm, with their 1n- 
fants. And the ſame ſpecies of right all theſe have, to chooſe © 
miniſters. to diſpenſe that, and 2 ordinances unto them, 
according to Chriſt's appointment; and to have them ordain- 


0 ed for that purpoſe, and grep, Ine to the Jane rule, a 
d will 1 : | 


_—_— ( — ů—³¹n ——— 


— __— 


3 
w 


1 + &@ © 


r | | 
5 I. From the expreſs grant, or deed of « GIFT ſelf, | 
ſtanding regiſtered in the ſacred records, 


If Il. From the uniform and conſtant practice of the * 
: poſtles and firſt churches, confirming that deed of 
5 gift. And, | 
in ui. From the nature of things of the ſame kind. 


0 I. That the Chriſtian people, or theſe who make 1 
ir a viſible profeſſion of faith in Chriſt as the Savigur, *! 
y and of obedience unto him as the Lox b, have à di- 


of vine right, in the ſenſe of the laſt principle promiſed; | 
d is evident from the explicit graut of right regiſtered | 
in \ the ſacred Wr Among many others, the 


e | following 
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Analienable privilege. 

Let no man glory in man: for ALL: THINGS are hours: 
e aul, or Apollus, or Cepbas * - Tf children, then 
heirs, bairs' of God, and joint-heirs with Chriſt + Look ye 
out among jou watered oa report, full of the Ho 
' Ghoſt and wi 
_ eſs i 


ea the laſt of theſe texts. are not extrin- 


' Theſe rights grow out of, and are inſeparably con- 
| nected with their ſacred character, as the viſibly a- 
. dopted ſons of God, and the viſible heirs of all 1 
2 fellow-litizens with the ſaints, and of the howjehold of 
God. Theſe rights are ſuch as they cannot be de- 
| ſpulled of, except the authority that does it ſhall 
firſt pronounce them aliens from the.commonwealth of 
© Thad, and ſtrangers to the privileges of adoption. 
IT would will 
Charter, whereby the adopted ſons of God are ſe- 
cured of their privileges, can remain entire, if this 


-  Choole the means and miniſters of their own edifica- 
tion and falvation are denied to them? Does not e- 
very intelligent perſon ſee, that either the apoſtle 
Faul committed a blunder, or our modern doctors 
are become robbers ot churches, while they account 
chimerical what he accounted to belong unto the 
— of the adopted ſons of God? If a delineatur 
| muſt be put upon this clauſe, what article in the 
magna cbarta ot the church remains entire and un- 
Vviolated? 
Siure l am, if haben. or the viſibly a- 
1 dopted ſons of God, have no divine right, there is 
not another that has a divine right: and if the divine 
= 22 8 a poopie 4 ſhall beheld. cnn, and there 


10 » xr ki, 2, 22. -+ Rom. n. 27, " . 40. v. 3+ 
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| 22 texts. are an nen grantof right to that 


whom. ue may appoint. over this buſi 
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It is to be 3 chat the rights granted unto 
ical, accidental, and ſeparable from their character. 


to know, how” it is poſſible, that the 


privilege is truck out ot it if liberty and right to 
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e 
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be no other that is poſſefſed of a divine right; then 


authenticated, when we conſider, 
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it follows, that none under the heavens have any 
right at all, to chooſe the miniſters of the church: 
for there can be no right in the church, but what is 


founded in a divine grant; becauſe the entire frame 


of the Chriſtian church ſtands upon revelation; and 
the various methods of N of civil right a- 
mong men, have no place in the church of Chriſt. 
In ſhort, the viſible ſtate of adoption neceſſarily 
implies 9 4 to all the privileges of that family. 
To have righ 
whom they can be edified, is a 3 ;---2 privilege. 
of a valuable kind, and highly prized by all the ſons: 
of adoption; therefore they cannot be diveſted of it, 


without a maniteſt encroachment upoi their inheri- 


tance, purchaſed for them by the gd of the great 


High Prieſt of their profeſſion. 


But the reality of this deed of gift will be farther: 


» 


this grant or deed of gift, e 20 
In nothing relative unto the exemplary practice of 


the apoſtolic churches, does greater uniformity ap- 


pear, than in the many inſtances, wherein the call 
and election of ordinary officers in the church, is 


mentioned. In every — 1 inſtance, the election f | 
church-officers is conſtantly aſſigned unto the collec-: , , 


tive body of church members. From every inſtance, 
and from all compared together, it appears plaih, that 
church- members were firſt in the poſſeſſinn of the 
right of chooſing the miniſters of the New · Teſtament 
church: It is therefore Hicumbent upon thoſe who 


deſpoil them of that right, and throw them out of g 


t and liberty to chooſe the miniſters by 


. The uniform and conſtant practice of: the 2- 
poſtles, and of the firſt churches, in conſequence of,.. \ 


poſſeſſion, to Juſtify their depredations in the face 


of the following texts, which I beg leave to lay down, 


as a few of the firſt examples of the divine right of 


the Chriſtian people, to chooſe their own miniſters. 


> 1 
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} 15 6096 os Peter flood up in the mid eh the 3 ö 
6 and ſaiu, F the number of the names together bout. 


— 


an hundred and twenty )++-- Of theſe men which'þ hat? com- 


| panied. with us, all the time. that the Lord Jeſus went in 
and out vameng ue, - muſt one be ordaintd to be a' wit- 
neſs with an f his reſurreftion. And TaEY appointed two, 


Mass called. Bar ſabas, who 'was fer named Juſtus, _ 
t tba. And they prayed; and ſaid, Thou 72 which 
kniweſt the hearts of Ut men, fhew whet her | of theſe two 
thou haſt rin, that be may take part of this miniſtry and 
4556>-and.' THEY GAVE FORTH THEIR LOTS ; 
and the lot fell upon Matt bias, and be was numbered wh 


the eleverr apoſtles . 


The buſineſs, of which tis e excerpt is the minute, 


5 is the ordination of an apoſtle in the room of Judas 


Iſcariot, who had. acted the traitor, and gone to his 


f con place, The choice was not tranſacted in any of 


ä _ modern ways in uſe in eecleſiaſtio affairs, but a- 


y diſciples, whoſe number was about an 
d and twenty. The apoſtles themſelves, who, 
— would think, had as good a right to preſent a 


candidate, with a negative upon the hundred and 


body of diſciples. Theſe, chooſed Jo 
 thias, as both poſſeſſed: of the qualifications l 
t 


* au. 15. 21. 24 bg. 2425-26. i507 aal 1d } $112. 
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twenty, as any have had ſince, make no fuch claim. 
No! The eleven apoſiles, Peter only excepted; who 


was divinely inſpired-to propoſe and moderate in the 


election, ſtand undiſtinguiſhed 2 the collective 
eph and Mat- 


unto the perſon whom God ſhould honour wi 


the apoſtleſhip, leaving it to be determined, by the 
immediate deciſion of Heaven, which of the two 
| mould be fo honoured: 


dis Ty true, the :diRigles dbl nod dest, Mat: 


3 thias alone unto the apoſtleſhip, but along with Jo- 


ſeph. And there were juſt reaſons why the affair 
was ſo conducted. It = not that one or other: of 


| | 5 the "right reds. yay; the beds and. rays 
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Hs hives che honout'to dech and preſent! The 


office which Peter ovettures hould be now filled, i 
to be'corffidered in a tWofol Tight. It was an etcle) 
aſtie office; wherefore, the ſolemn 48 of election 
was gone about in tuch 4 manfier, by ſuffrages of 
the hundred and twenty, that an example of, and à 
teſtimony unto the rig its of every chirch werber, 
might be left upon record, for all ages tõ come. More - 
over, it was an extraordinary eceleſtaltic office; there- 
fore it behoved to be filled, not withbut the extra- 


N deciſion of th& lot. again 
And when” they (Paul and Bartiabas)\ Jed" wrdgind8 


EW elders in every church, and had prayed vith faſting, 


they commended them unto xhe Lurd, on 5 they believed. 


Or, more literally, according to the Greek 7 — 
ordaining by the joint fuſfrage of the mg ee os in ev 
church, and praying with faſtings** "added them unt the 
11 upon whom they had believe *, OBA” 
The work which Paul and Barnabas, were now en- 
gaged i in, was' that. 'of ſolemnly preſenting, g. or dedi- 
cating theſe chu churches unto the Lord, WHom any 3 
had Snyertca törthe faith in their very ſuccefut : 


Journey, as the'firſt-fruits of Paul's apoſtleſhip among 


the Gentiles. This work was attended and effected 
with ſome” very ſolemn actions. Firſt. they took © 
care to have them conſtituted? orginized | churches] 
ordaining officers'among them, choſen by the ſtretch⸗ 
ing out of the hands of the ſeveral members of the 


churches reſpectively. Then, thus organized, they 


added, devoted, or recommended them unto the 
Lord, with prayer and faſting, upon whom they had 
before believed. as the firſt-fruits' of the. triumphing 
po wer of God among the Gentiles. ' _ 1 4 
What we are chiefly to obſerve, is the manner in 
which theſe churches were organized; and in which 
vie. ed wers : ordained.” n were e 
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| ah mit ers abi of t 3 
yy A 1 les, 3 age of the ec in the e- 


es 2 the, FARO 
£4 n 5 the firetching. qut * their hands, the 
K ordinary fl gn of ſuffrage an 2 ng cooſen t, uſed among 
the Greeks, in the public election of os magiſtrates; 
vo hieb the apoſ les dedicated or recommended 
unto, the Lord. with ſolemn prayer a gd faſting, 
. With churches ; 1 which they were cles to, mi- 


niſt 
2 "That the ori 05 word figpifies the election pe men 
uno public offices by the bis — of the people, is no 
ferret, to any; ſchool- ho who can uſe. his lexicon, 
And if i it had not been for thezjarring intereſts of ſome 
| „ e Who ſind their own account in uſing their cft- 
tical ill, in env ;eloping. the -plaineft texts, in thick- 
eſt darknets, the ſenſe ot this and many ange texts 
; 15 ht. have remained Plain Unto: the- Meaneft peer 

enhlon. Wh e 

| "ot whoſe nj, inclings them not to befriend 
| the rigbis of the Chriſtian people, alledge that re 
roi 18 trinſtead, of rg They 
; 
| 


— * 


| ſupport, of, their; critigiſmm, zhat the word thquid 
| otherwiſe be altogether improper, for then Foul and 
a Barnabas ſhould. only. have: voten in che election. 
But chis ig ngt to interpret ſcripzure, but to teach 

. the;Ho „ Gheft to ſpeak and write . Moreover, it 
is at-beſt but a mere pyerifity.,, In the tree-republics 
of Greece, from whoſe, manner of creatin their ma- 
giſtrates this ward, is borrowed, the election of the 
people unto any pub) lic, office, was conſidered as the 
chief thing Nhich conſtituted the legality ot the inveſti- 

W ture of the perſon, elected, in the office: and there- 
fore was uſed Among them ſ ynechdochically,, for the 
entire aRipn uf filling Ic Sublis office; for hat fol- 
loved thereupon, Was no more than a public declara- 
F. You, hy the judges, t Hat the perſon elect was legally 
cChoſen, and the rites of inſtalment in conſequence 


| E {$ id. Carreright in Loc. 2 | 
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Polls Had their Hands ſufficiently taken up in'predehs 
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a And eg it is taken in the kext. Tiga 


non of the Chriſtian people is the eſenlial Ay 1 
FUE unto the miniſtty &; and tlierefhreg is” of | 
ſign By ehe Hhty Colt, to ſhew the decefßty 
pr al of the pple to conftituts'a legal aeg! 
nie ea Eunto — office in the church, and to*tHÞ IG ..- 
che all df the action of creating chürch- offichrs. B8-:: - if 
this is no otherwiſe aſcribed unte Paul aft? Barnabas, 
than the fame achon was afcribed to tue fudges wh 
ealled to en the people, and prefided An" keit pi 
blie! ele. They appointed the electiöß, profes 
ded in it, and intel the perſons eleck by enn 
prayer with 8 to which was probably added 
the impoſition of hands, according to the apoſtolic 
praftice in other and'fintilar ciſes f. 
Aid in theſe. days, when'the number" of the dif Holes tu 
muhipieu, there aroſe 4 mur mier ing o 150 pon 24 
tot. Merci, becauſe" their widows" leched in the 
2 nin ration Then the twelve — 1 be, 2 
the difeiples unto them and ſaid. i oo he ont ants" 


aſed"the ng mil titude ; and they choſe Stephen, Bees 
whom they fet's re the apo/Hes * and "when the & bon rags 
aal, hey Taid bein hands en hem. fe 
7 | '' When the numbei of the converts int Gerald, 
ty was vety"cotifideribly<increaſed; and wflfle the A 


theigoſpel unto the attentive and aſtoniſhiud eee 
ſemblies, which flocked together in ever 

of Jeruſalem; ehere aroſe 4 H,Heuring — 
Hint eohverts againſt/lthe Hby#os, Weste W 

s had no leifure to aktend ſtatedly Vote the 

5 2 75 Hi 40h i D499 unt sd F. nike e 6t's 

neither the Ears peſeiaion/ ben the Uh the elergy's puto; 

examitiation,! an mmandation bor all: chefs: pht tpgerhet, Gan 


makeiup amay'scalling Tos to ſuch, or {uch, yy 2 
t III. Cha 


without their ows 25 illeſpi . Of 's W inf} tek 


Thy any Ia 
W 45, 1027 53185 
| neceſſities | 


viii. 
Acti 


W 25 


rare e in b chin daily diſtributions 
| om the public. fund put into their hands. As ſpon 
ds the gpoſſſes werg informed of theſe complaints, 
hey called; a general meetin bg. offthe converts, both 
brews) and Heleniſts, and thus addreſſed them. 
vlt muſt not be imputed unto any want of Care in us, 
hat Trp have geaſon, to complain of neglect, The 
ſt is nqw ſo great, that all our labours are not 
1 t hereupto: and it is not xeaſonable, your- 
being ind e that we ſhould leavę the more 
— work of preaching the goſpel of ſalvation, 
terattend unto! the, diſtributzon-ot. the public monies 
of.the church. Wherefore, look out fram „amor 
YMurſelves Guen, men; and carefully take heed: thay 
they be N ed of proper qualifications. Let them 
be men of good report, as te the integrity, of their 
| morals xr let bom mL polleſled. at the extraordinary. 
- gifts:of..th 6.0 oſt ;. and let them be men of pru- 
ee diſcetument, Whomſoever ye (hall N 
us, qualißgd. we.thall appoint unto the office g 
N but we have reſolved to devote ougſeh 
to.the diſcharge gf the more a tant duties a | 
e moſt ſenſible 
n unto the whole multitude, and, without 


e.apoltleſhip.”, This addreſs gave.t 
If delay.. they chooſed ſeven pęrſans poſſeſſed of all the 


1 


as cf 


e , A Aa. -- 


- Gtist 
qualifizations.xequired,, whom they preſented bef, re 
the apoſtles, Theſe, devoted them unto the Lord, 
- and.unto; the ſervice of the church in the office, of 
the deaconate, by ſolemn prayer, 00 the impoſition 
of, $425950 d -1663989! *br dank dou „ii 
Aten this. plain account of the ordination. of. the ll 
- Art deaconsy; it _ only he an affront, unt the ; 
vnderſtandin WE of xgaders, to inform them of, what | 
is ſo plain. T multitude, the wnol x multitude, or 
i you pleaſe, the, Chriftian mab, elected and preſent- | 
| ed the firſt deaconst -- yea, dhe firſt ordinary officers 
i oe church. And this right x ceded unto! 'them 
ml 5 1 5 Apöſtles, and'by all te landed ang mo- 
nied gent tlemen ee the Wola of both, whock 
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there were not 4 few, without the leaſt denvurt} who 


would have been very loath to have indulged. dem 
in any chIxERIICAL CLAIMS. 

Chimerical claims! The apoſiles, nd other e 
dinary heralds of peace, were ſa tender of the rights 
of election in the people, that, they themſelves did 
not undertake any extraordinary duties of their ſeve- 
ral - offices, without the ſuffrage and call of theſe 
churches, from which they went out, to diſcharge 


theſe; duties, or whoſe buſineſs they were to tranſact; 


The evangeliſts, who attended, or followed the a- 
poſtle of the Gentiles, watering the churches planted” 
rectifying diſorders in them, and collecting 
ir charitable contributions, were every one of 
Is xeprrontels. ir rd. "Exxarrigy Choſen by the votes of the 
churches, ., and were Wl Abr. * ſent 7 the 
churches: K. | ft 
When a difſention vole in the ehangh- of Antioch? 
concerning the neceſſity of circumciſion, Paul does 
yot-convoeate a,{yngd-by his own apoſtolic. authort | 
90 nor does he decide in the diſpute by a plenitude 
.of apoſtolic power, but the brethren at Antioch: de- 
termined to ſend him and Barnabas, with certain o- 
thers, unto Jeruſalem, to confer with the apoſtles 
and elders, there, about that queſtion f. And when 
the queſtion, was decided, it pleaſed the apoſtles and 
elders, with the wol s cxurcti, to ſend choſen men 
of their own. company to Antioch, with Paul and 
Barnabas,j-; Nay, more 
When the Holy Ghoſt had md the church: at 
Antioch, that Paul and Barnabas ſhould go upon 2 
ſpecial work, whereunto he had called them; ſo ten- 
der was be of the divine rights of the people, that he 
appointed that they ſhould proceed no otherwiſe 
unto, that work, than as chosEN, Ser * lb, r 
coMMENDED by the church th-reunto ||, | 
But what need of more words? The: ſcriptures 
„2 Cor, viii. 19. 22. *+ Ats xy. 1. 2. * vert 23. f 
9 1. GOIN xiv. * | 4114 $33 2 
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doi act sed dug INSTANCE," wherein the” 


nights of 


election in the people are not held ſacred and invio- - 
any who has à ju 10 


lable; Dn that is eno 
ee for the — of the ſacred oracles, 
the omy rule-of —— nde and price 
But even this is not all; for- 34 Cos BI 3) 
eFV 1 71 13 10. nul @ 44: 36s BUY 1122 l Ag hnbadb zon 
III. K is evident, from the ee e and 
from the nature and analogy of things ot · t rr 
Kind, that church-members/ have 2 divine right to 
choote their own paſtors. Age 27 5 
N vifible profeſfion of faith in, Chrid, and! adds 


vnto him; ia oed by all tu found a divine right unto 


church-memberſhip. Memberſhip 1 in any tree 'ſocii 

neceſſurily implies a richt unto all the immuniti 

and privileges that attend the ſociety; and platicn- 
larly unto a vote in whatever concerns the public 
wenl of the: ſociety, as in the choice of officers; for 
what toncirns all, oupht to be tranſatted by al. 'Where- 
fore, as church-members have a divine right unto 
memberſhip; ſo it cannot be got denied, chat they 
have likewiſe a divine right unto all the immunities 


| and privileges of members particularly to chboſe, 


or vote in the choice of the officers' of the ſociety; 
eſpecially becauſe if this privilege is denied unte 
them, they ſhall have very little — to boaſt them- 
ſelves in their other church-privile FIVE, #1969 


Is not the church of Chrift a vo . fochery —4 


VY free community? Are not the Chriſtian people; hig 


f and low, noble and ignoble, indiſcriminately 5 | 
bers of it?!“ And lis it not effentially! neceſfary unto 
the being of every free ſociety, that the ſeveral mem- 


bers be allowed to vote in what concerns the whole, 
and every part? And if their ght to memberſhi 

de divine, can their right to alf the privileges of 

FREE members, be aught but divin es 


Chriſtian churches are voluntary aff6ciativiisf" vi- 
ſible profefling Chriſtians, who are ſuppoſed, to have 


. d to walk together, in church: communion, in 
N 3 to > * aer and i in joint _— 
men 
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| J 
ment of Nl the ordinances. of Chriſt. Each member 
has an-equal inteteſt in theſe ordinances; nor can any 
de ſaid to bave leſs concern in their purity and per- 
fection than another, bedauſe every one has a s0O v.. 


at ſake; Wherefore, as the purity of ordinances, 


and the edifying manner of their adminiſtration, de- 
pend very much upon the orthodoxy and gifts bf the 
adminiſtrator &; reaſon gives its ſuffrage, that e- 
very one concerned has an equal ind a divine rig 4 
to vote freely in the joint choice of ſuch admin | 
tors as are ſound in the faith, and of ſuitable abit. 
ties for their edification; for certainly every man has 

rms to take care for the SALVATION 15 his | 
wa; 1 7% 

Fray, would the Hoamarable Eaſt· India Company 
be -any:(longer: à free ſociety, if ten or twelve mem - 
bers s Mul take it upon them, without the allow- 
ance of the company, to chooſe; upon every vacancy, 
ſuch om eros ds they pleaſed ; yea, ſuch as the 
majority did utterly diſapprove of; and'would not 


' theortipaniy have reaſon to complain, that their char- 


ter wap viblated i if theſe ten or twelve ſhould pra- 
cure; that a bill be 3 eee to warfare 

then aſurpation?' 3 h 2e «HE eo 
Thus the reader as ſeen the grounds upon which 

we have, aſſorted the divine right of the Chriſtian 

penmte to choote! their gn paſtors. And. 
The e of novelty does not lie againſt my 
ſentiments upon this ſubject. We have already ſeen, 
that genuine and virgin antiquity, I mean apoſtolic 
proliceyis vw the fide of the divine riglits of charch- 


ret bal kay. in his bail 42584 May 1. 1 591. * theſe re- 
markable words ; 14 St ip p quibuſeis e. clefiz gradibus et miniſtris curaa- 
dum eſt tales elepi 9 qu Teligi ione & anclitate fideles ediſicent, multe 
certe magis Wee el, ne in ejus electione ertetur; qui ſupra 

ves gradus conſtitultur, cui tanquam ſet vo fideli et prudenti, toti- 
us familiæ cura Mut, qui ad 1 e vir tutem & mandatorum Dei 
obſeryantiam, a/iorym-, forma eſſe gdeber, cum certum fit gtegis 24 · 
LUTEM MAGNOPERE PENDERE ex boni 415 oris prællanti vita & doc - 
trina: Would to God, our modern Preſbyterian church · Phaetons 
vould confider this important adyice and caution * i 
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Hires: for can it be got denied, that'theſe Ade 
remained in à great meaſure unviolated in the poſſeſ. 


ion af the Chriſtian people, all the time 1775 weſtern 


churches were not antichriſtian &. NEAT 170! 


> Tea, the Antichrition church berſelp is 2 Sitneh 


3 both the authenticity and antiquity of the 


right of election in. the people. Leo biſhop of Rome 


could ſay, He that is to be over; all, ought to be 
4 choſen. by all f.“ In her Cabala of canons ſhe de- 
clares, 4 That the election made by the clergy, is un- 
(derſtood as done at the deſire of the people f. And 
as far down as the tenth century, the rights of the 


role were held ſacred, as appears from the fol- 


wing edict - publiſhed by ChAxLES the GREAx, 


"3 „ roy inſti ucted from-the' ſatred canons, that 
the 


ly church ſhould enjoy her own ho nour, 
4 we haye given conſent unto the eccleſiaſtic con- 


1 ſtitution ; viz. that biſhops ſhould ee 
b 


.4.the ſuffrage of the clergy, and of the PEOPLE 


| without A of perſons? ? 1 bib % 


Nor are my thoughts e of the Chriſtian 


g rights of church · members to be charged with the 


+ Epiſt. 89 
7. 1. it. 62. „U b 


5 lata voce, clamar' Fg aut minus floreates eſſe en Ju « ma 
is 


crime of ſingularity. The whole army of reformed 


— e in all the reformed churclies, have abetted 


che rights of electiop in the people; and have unani- 


monly: aflerted, that the call of thb people, or their 


acquieſcence in the call of the preſbytery, is eſſential- 


; NIE unto: a call aut you amor 4 And 


V. 4 544 1 3 EC. they 


19 


oi 
\ 


Ates, ve ecuſandi, Cyprian, Lib. 1 Epiſt. Go: © 


iltina. 63. cap 34 catonum: 
$ Thalf only ſet down-a few teſtimonies from ſome uf bur own di- 


| e whoſe ſkill and talents in eccleſiaſtic controverſies. are not now 


more famed, than they were TD in the periods” wherein they 


; flouriſhed. — | 


1. Calderwood in his tare: Peres Experientia ipſa, e- 
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l reaſons than one to do fo; The in« 
delible character in clergymen, and a flux of offices - 
power from the 'ordainers unto the ordained, are 
now juſtly held in derifion ; and therefore, if the 
call of the Chriſtian people is not. effential unto, 
and, in times of neceflity, conſtitutive of a goſpel - 
all. unto the miniſtry ; or if their rights to give ſuch 
a call are chimerical ;---then I defy all the world of 
being able to vindicate the call of our firſt re- 
formers, —eſpecially theſe Scots #zxors, Wiſhart, 
Hamilton, and Knox. Nor will any of our mo- 
derns,—-theſe who- are loudeſt in their declamations 
againſt the rights of the Chriſtian people, be able to 
ain the reality, of their hn call unto the mini- 
ſiry, except they are reſolved to ſatisfy themſelves 


ofs aut nav liber eſt electio.-Lged cum dotrientibus & invitis," ge- 
mentibus ſed hiſcere non audentibus, ptæpogetur Epiſcopus, quem 
aula Pontificis vel pr incipis emiſęrit, hiae Epicureiſmum, illine papa - 
wum invebi in eceleſiam, crcus eſt qui non perſpicit. Pag. (ibi) 
P | AE . * 
175 Rutherford's due right of presbytery, pag. 453. Every lawful 


1 


mean of entry into the miniſtry is warranted by a word of precepft: 
ot ptomiſe, or practice. The calling by the patron bath, neither 
rd of promiſe, nor ptecept, nor practice in the word, and ſtayetin 
not the conſcienee of the man of God; that he did run unſent. 
3, Cartwright's ſecond reply, Part 1, pag. #45, The tight of the 
people is # part of chat liberty purchaſed by Chrilt's blood, which” 

che church can no more alienate or diſpoſe of, than ſhe dan transfer” 
h&inheritance of the kingdom of God, to which this libefty ia an. 
© 4+, Ame, de Gonſcientia, Lib. Iv. Cap. 25. Sect 23,25, Summum 
jus vocationis eſt penes Chriſtum ſolum. jus delegatum eſt penes 
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eecleflam illam ro AM chi miniſter vocandus debit inſet vite. Nam, 1. 
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-.. conſecrations of the 9 8 s bead clib. 


to chooſe their own e 18 10 eculiar tenet of 05 
ſect, or ſchiſmatical party; nor o of ably þ particular ſet of 
men hunting after. law arity; but 18 the avowed 
princi les of the church of Scotland, in het books of 
diſcipli ine, 2 dothet er publi ic teſts of ort thodoxy So that 

it is tyulya oniſhing, that any, who profeſs hetaſelves 

- Miniſters and members of that church, and confor- 

mity of ſentiment with her public ſtandards , ſhould 


then imprudent, Thad 'almoſt faid impudent, as to 
10 4 chere are no ſuch N in the church.” 


8 ned of ren ane concerning prick 
i of the people, may appear, which, ves miniſters 2 
1 5 pronounce chimerical. 0 
A A church reformed, of tending to reforhation, 
„ none ought,cither to proach, either yet to admi- 
= niſter the ſacraments, „ till chat they orderl be call- 


& election, examination, and admiſſion. And becauſe 
Wie election of miniſters in this curſed Wie Rath 
s altogether been abuſed, we think it expedient to 
treat it more largely. It appertaineth to the 
people; and to every leveral W <p gene to. elect 
their miniſtex.---For altogether this is to be avoid. 
. wat any mas be vidlentiy intruced or thruſt 
in upon any congregation. But this liberty, with 


Book I. of diſcipline; head 3 
en the order of election, it 1 va be efchewed, 
 « thit any perſon be. intruded in any; office of the 
4 kirk, contrary to the will of the congregation to 
„ which they are appointed, ot without the voice of 

the elderſhip.“ Book II. chap. 3. 

FThe liberty vf the electibön 05 perſons catted un- 
| 0 * to. che eccleſiaſtical Foes, and obſerved with- 

3 . out 
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5 4 all care, muſt be reſerved to a ſev eral church,” 


4 e by Antichrit, 


4 And becauſe this good order which 


vil magiſtrate, or 
it mto what Sandi or conduct it in what manner 
they ſhall find moſt convenient ;-- providing 


* 4.6) | 
« out. interruption, * long as the kirk was not 

13 deſire to be reſtored 
etained within this realm, ſo that none be 
er by che 


7 d 
« intrited 
prince, or e inferior 

Jection, and the aſſent 7 the people over Whom 
v« 5 perſon is placed, as the LAS of the apoſto- 
4 ic and primitive kirk, and good order, craves: 
s word 
& craves, cannot ſtand with patronages and preſenta- 
& tion 2h benefices uſed in the pope's kirk, we deſire 


upon any congregation, ei 


all them who cruly fear God, earneſtly to conſider *. 


« that foraſmuch a$theNAMES "of rakes es and be- 
te Nnefices, together with the effect hereof, dave flow- 


ed. from the POPE and canon- law ONLY, in ſo fat 2 


* 48 any perſon was intruded thereby, or placed 
« over Kitks having” curam ' animaruty ; and foraſ- 
& much as that manner of proceeding hath no gro 


.«- in the word of God, but is cantrary to the Wie,” 


« and to the faid liberty of election, 422 85 not 
4 now to ary lace n the W ation“ 
Book M. chap. | 
ore 1 conclude this  difertation 2 -_ 
M 


6? 4 4 


go 7 the peo ple 


of Magee in the church; . it was let by him 20 f 
2 thing indifferent and variable, according 2 885 "the / 
12 ſtances of times and places; and th & the Ga 


the rulers of the Mrs: may put 


g always 

thit the voice of areas ih ill be carefu > ende : 
d unto, 3 every ry thing' ſhall be done decently and 
order. 

That this i is the fixed Centiment of too many; i * 
wa plain, from the many Jai ſchemes and. 
oyertures chat have of late 882 and have bent 
N. | . e 
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perfon, without 1a ful e- - 
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handed about 1 1 gar church architects and pro- 
jectors, whereby it has been propoſed, that the pre- 
ſent method of ſettling vacant pariſhes. ſhould be 
\. rectified or altered. In none of theſe, ſo far as I 
' "know, have the divine rights of the Chriſtian people 
been afferted; nor has any one method been decla- 
red ſcriptural and invariable. Every one of them 
which has been propoſed, has been calculated upon 
the principles of human prudence and policy, to an- 
ſwer the end of general ſatisfaction, eſpecially unto 
the landed intereſt; and has always proceeded upon 
the forementioned hypotheſis. But. 
From what has been before adduced, it is evi- 
dent the ſuppoſition is altogether falſe, . He reads the 
New Teſtament with a very great degree of inad- 
+  yertenice, who, does not ſee one uniform practice 
| - Obſerved by the: apoſtles, and in theſe churches that 
had the honour to be planted. by them; and the 


greateſt harmony among all theſe texts wherein di- 


rections are either given, or are put in practice. It is 
a miſtake, for which no excuſe can be alledged, to 

ſuppoſe that Chriſt hath left no rule, no law unto. 
bis church, in an affair of ſuch infinite conſequence, 
It true, that he is ſet upon his holy hill of Zion ? is it 
Ha - at he was faithful, as Moſes, in his own 
We 66s. and is it poſſible that he would have left his 
Kingdom. in a ſituation which would certainly be fa- 
tal to the kingdom of this world,---deſtitute of laws 
# concerning matters whereupon. the very being of his 
kingdom in eee Is it poflible to 
© Imagine, that this ſhould comport with the wiſdom, 
care, and fauhſulneſs of the King of kings,, who teachs 
\ 'eth the kings of the earth to rule their petty king- 

doms with much greater wiſdom than to. wan it 
undetermined, .jato whoſe hands - the: nomination 
'- and choice of inferior magiſtrates ſhould be intruſt; 
ed; whether unto the ſuffrage of their liege ſubjects, 

bor the cabals of ſworn egemes? 10 


; 
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ou 


unto his church *. But ſhall it be ſaid with any pro- 


only inſtituted | 
- manner of. their being filled up? Since the world 


in one or other of the following methods: either he 
dinary call and nomination, as he did Agron; or by 
| Aaronical line; or, laſtly, by the election of the 


for it will be too hardy to alledge, that the 6rdina- 
ry miniſters of the' New Teſtament are given either 


none unto his church at all; for it is plain, that un- ; 
Teſs he has directed hi- conge d lire unto ſome, of _ 
| o ſhall 


. qualifications, of the perſons elected, none have any 
Warrant to chooſe. church-officers at all; nor can 
they be freed from will-worſhip who do ſo; N 
_ bath required this at their hands ? 3 


church- repreſentatives may commit the nomination 


. announce a law authoriſing any to chooſe church⸗ 
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Our Lord did not only give offices, but officers 


priety, that he gave ſome paſtors and teachers, if he 
he offices, without determining the 


began, God has furniſhed his church with officers 
has deſigned. the perſon by immediate and extraor- 
deſcent and generation, as the high prieſts in the 


people, as is demonſtrated to have been the caſe with 
the owe? paſtors and teachers of the firſt churches, 
Other methods of giving church-officers, the ſcrip- 
tures know nothing. of. Wherefore if the election 
of the people is not the way by which Chriſt has 
given paſtors and teachers, he has giyen none at all; 


3 


ſcent. ; T2 


by an extraordinary yocation, or by genealogical de- 
4 2 25 1 13 3 5 IQ | 9 | 
if Chriſt has fixed nd invariable method 


, Farther, | | 
for the election of his office-bearers, he has. given 


à ſtated method of election, determining v | 
have right to ele, and what ſhall be the ſpecial. 


It is in vain to alledge, that he hath not forbid l 
any, into whoſe hands the ſupreme magiſtrate, or 


and election of church- officers: for who has im- 
powered the ſupreme magiſtrate, or church- men, to 


6) 


= 8 whom Chriſt has ba firſt ede a 
| | ow grant? Let them thew their letters. of 2 


tation from Chriſt the 9 ing of Zion lt is 5 

chat theſe. who grant, an- 9 theſe wh. ; receive, 4 C01 

| Jane where Chriſt ha granted none, expoſe | 
mſelves. equally to te, anger of a vine br mu- 


* ; 
Phackieg " thought! to imag ine that. 9 Lord 
' who N his, church with his 1 por 
Leave her, at the mercy, of cither the Proc 1 5 45 
| Waun 0 of p 7 or of the lh; wiſdo wende 
e -1h » Whoſe, eyes. are as 4 pop fire, - 
þ all mop, 475 ee nt. that any, ſhould teftify = 
him of man f --th "why foreknew 8 oretold 
church, hi the t ould be a ti 42 8 the 
2 op. the world, with the co e 8 
nei th Wo Foy all her religious og 
Ie the 50 of. th EC. ; friar of Rome; that he, 1 | 
1 * thould leave the church in fuch a Nitroſts Con. 
Aition as is ſuppoſed ! 
Would it not follow, by neceſſary Sl 


b Was lilty of. no cri. 
. 1 e iP of the <p ee bit of 
| 1k or 8 477. 0 KE. 52 yo a . mY by 


bade deen to! ee o the evi- 
23 & 3 divine Hl ht of the 8 ple tg chooſe 

their Wü . 701 e RL 25 ſeen the original 

e Sof rig bt in ebe direc ions of the apoſtles 
; | chi s bead; ; and that it is s orginal fazinded i in 
E. eir rl; adoption, Gee chure l and 
1 t that every man has tota e care for his own 
7 24 — He has ſeen, that the firſt churches, who 
_ ought to. be a the * N Na in 
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de ian Gres, pollelſed "theſe richts Without an 


ſhine with greater evidence, than that we took in 


In Hite, it is moſt Jevoutly to be wiſhed, that the 
civil powers, and the tate eccleſiaſtic, would, in 


_ theinſelves with the following queſtions;--- Whether 
any Human authority is ſuperior unto the divine; 


founded upon a divine grant? And if not;---how 


vim be able to anſwer it unto God, for having pour- 
ed Tontempt upan the divine authority, by annuk 


ing from it ? May God teach gur ſenators more will | 


g 1 ho I . I 
"= * 4 * * 
* - * " * , . hy * 9 4 0 
l . Py 1 4 5 
* - KEE; ' 4 - 
p 4 7 i = / 
— $ "x. INLET RIS TBS > ; 115 4 n ns OY OAT VO 2 
» © 6 LE x 1 ; » & F * * 4 4 a , # v 
> - - - w C4, ad 4 p 144 X 4 o 8 N 1 4 
* 1 * 
5 þ * O 5 
7 7 F4 "= } { . # 4 ' 
2 . - £ f ” 5 b * 1 2 % 
* - , 3-4 i * * 4 1 \ 1 2} 
" v * 60 1 10 pa * . a4 
* * * * - * 4 on * 21 1 . 
as {4 OP 2 1 x 4 i AM ts ws a 9+: ®, +4 Foo 
_ * * * * * * 1 * - 


 Whertihs prof is attempted, that patronage oport Brows the | 


| YE often filled the nation with dreadful alarms and 
* ears, when very happily nothing was more in fafe- 


Pf ſome dignified clergymen, or ſome leader of a party! 


Wund an alarm, The church is in 72a) danger! For, 


m_— 


Exception. ' Wherefore; can any mathematical truth 


hand tö demonſtrate, That the Chriſtian people o- 
riginally were, and ſtill are poſſeffed of a divine 
ight, to elect their own eccleſiaſtic officer? 


| 
| 
| 


1 


the fear of God, ſeriouſly conſider, and catechiſe 


£ 


Ind cat evacuate the tights which are immediately 
the authors and Executioners of the law of patronage - 


lily the rights of the church, which derive their be- 
Annes. 


" 0 41 . 1 . 
> IS 


x 
* 


dom, and ecckfiaftirs more caution. 


_ effential and petumur qualities of Chriſi's kingdom ; . 
— Jabribits tht authority of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. over it. 
x repeated vociferations of church-men, The 
church is in danger! the church is in danger! 


guard; nothing in danger, but ſome imaginary claim 


Now lay-men may take up the cry when clergymen 


have given over, and with the utmoſt propr 


— 


83 X00 ge 


133 


8) 


8 theeſſentialyRopERTIESo ChriſPs 
1 5 and ſubverts the wy. of our Lord Jeſus 


* over it. 
Theſe are the things I ſhall take i in hand to prove 
in the preſent diſcourſe, | 


* AT; Patronage 3 the tial properties 
of the kingdom of Chriſt in rey i | 
If we ſhall-diligently attend to the facred oracles, 
and ſhall frame our ideas of the church and king- 
dom of Chriſt, according to the deſcriptions. which 
are given of that kingdom there, we ſhall find her 
to be à ſociety very different from what it is gene- 
rally apprehended to be. Men have been accuſtom- 


A royal patent--4a legal, eftabliſhment, | or the: ſanction of 
civil authority in favours of a particular denomina- 


whereby that denomination is impowered as ſuch, 
to monopolize the name of the church, with all the 


Wee and profits tacked unto theſe ſanctions; and 


clude all fro! belonging. unto the church, who 
0 ot chooſe to be chained: unto ſuch obfervantes. 
dy the fetters of civil authority. Men have inadver- 
tently thought, that the trappings of civil authority, 
. 2 ſega cltabliſhments, neceſlarily belong unto the 
Wery being, or the well-being of the church; and 
is all becauſe they never heard that religious ſocieties 
, were. dignified with the honourable appellation of 
Ink CHURCH, Without them. This uts me in mind 
af the abſurd idea, which, it is fag, th e 

| 3 5 of the Europeans, whom the A. mounted 
upon horſes. They fancied the Mad and, the beaſt 
to be one creature, Scat they had not ſeen them 
both aſunder. This motley and confuſed idea of 
'- xhe kingdom of Chriſt, firſt gave ,occafion for the 
Jaw of patronage; for ſo ſoon as the church is in- 

| corpoiated v wit] i the civil. Sopflicution, , and receives 
9% | its 
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ed 8 blend the idea of the church with the notion of 


tion of Chriſtians, who. have been educated unto 
the obſervance of a certain peculiar ſyſtem of rites; 


and Pinging into captivity every thou 


Grif, The ends and define of the, ere®tion of this" | 


x 4 . x a N 60 
Gy - 6. 
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law of patronage. was abſolutely necef 


complex conſtitution---the civil. 


Ss » 


But as fitch a confuſed medley is altogether fo-— 


— 


reign unto revelation and common ſenſe, and con- 
trary unto the nature of the church; ſo the law of 
patronage, however naturally it is connected with, 
and neceſſarily reſults from ſuch an heterogeneous 
mixture, is e ee of the eſſential pro- 

ingdom. This will appear from 


e Chriſt's wi 
conſideration of a few of theſe properties. 


Ihe jr/t property of that kingdom, which preſents 
. 1 20 POP ; nd ie bn ge of W have 
formed their ideas of it, upon the deſcriptions Which 
its Author and Sovereign has given, is its seixni- 
nene 


* 


te. ſanction and ſettlement. from it, it becomes a 

br of it. Hence; as every conſtitution has a. 
right to preſerve itſelf, and frame ſuch laws as are 
beſt calculated to keep every part of the complex 
conſtitution dependent upon, and ſerviceable unto 
the waoLE;—the. guardians wiſely judged, that the 

W,-01 ary to keep. 
the church, or the clergy, in proper ſubordination unto 
the good of the whole, and of the other part of the 


When I fay_it is a ſpiritual kingdom, I would” 
be underſtood as meaning, that it is quite heteroge- 


_—_— 


neaus and differing in kind from all the kingdoms and 


of this great and leading wrath, We tingdom'is not of "BM 


this worid.---Now, it is not from hence L. This king" 


dom is the grand empire of truth. The Sovertign ids 
the truth. The ſcat of this empire is the throne of 
truth. the undęrſtandings and conſciences of men. The 
laws of this empire are ſpiritual, and mighty through _ 
. God to the pulling down of. every imagination, and 44 
E 0 5 


ence of © © 
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bigh thing that exalteth itſelf againſt t 9 
ht to the 
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Political ſocieties upon earth. Our Lord affures us 
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| it is not the kingdom of force 155 vi 
empire of truth. The b Rags and conſcien- 


* 
: © 


pire are irituat; 3 are not, that one denomi- 


* P f 


Z 22015 on ad aſs of 1 men, ſhould ſway the iron ſceptre 
s of 4 authority, whether veſted in laics or eccle- 


5 tics, over the conſciences of men; but that men 
it be ſaved, - 


e fpirituality of Chiig's kingdom 2 xi wor 
nce; but the 


ces of men are the proper ſcat, and ſubject of this em- 


- Pire;. not their bodies and chites” in the world. 


Wherefore the law of patronage is abſolutely i _ 
ſiſtent with, this kingdom, and overthrows its 


tuality, as à fin (hoe! erected in the underſtandings of Jeb: 
For e law o 
lighten the ming, or inform and rule the conſcence, 


patronage is calculated, not to en- 


in a manner congruous. unto its nature; but to in- 


troduce violence and force upon the erſons of men; 
to.render their ber tan s 4s uſeleſs to them, in 


the things of the greateſt i impartipes” ah as if they were 
beaſts; and to enſlave their conſciences. 4 
All the right which- a patron can plead,” by the law 


of patronage, is founded in his having been born 


unto,. or his having purchaſed an — the ancient 
Proprietors of which had ſimoniacally Ned dhe the 
rights of the Chriſtian people, by a bribe to the old 
oſtly fathers of the Romiſh church. But what is 

at th another man's underſtanding. and conſcience ? 


Y Or. does it, in the name of common ſenſe, impower 
* him to treat his fellow. creature and fellow- chriſtian 


29, 4 Heaſt, that hath no underſtanding? Does his being 


a2 hundred pounds per annum richer than I, autho- 


rize him to force me, to be edified, againſt both my 


| underſtanding and conſcience, by a prieſt of his ma- 


King *? Indeed ſuch a perſon may have a conſider- 


| Able authority over me in what concerns this life, 


becauſe he is richer than I; Ged and naturehath ap- 


4 * it ſo. But! in matters or pure * 


* 2s. xiil, 9. : 
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wherein-truth and error are concerned; and in mat- 


re ters of conſcience, wherein ſin and duty are concern- 
e- ed,-—every man muſt ſtand upon his own legs, and 
bear his own burden. e e i I 

| It is true, the preſentation of the patron does not 
at diteftly oblige me to ſubmit unto the preſentee, as 

he my/miniſter, againſt my conſcience, though it pre- 

n- cludes. my choice, Yet indirectly and really my un- 

n- derſtanding and conſcience are both impoſed upon, 

d; and tyrannized. over; becauſe I am not only ob- 

n- liged to pay another man's ſervant; but alſo, either 
ri- o ſubmit unto the miniſtrations of the man I never 
n: 2 chooſe, and never would have choſen,-againſt 
n- my judgment and conſcience; or elſe forfeit my 
de, memberſhip in that church, forfeit my civil rights aa 
n- 2 good ſubject to the civil government, incapacitate 


N; 3 enjoy any office of truſt or honour in the 
in ſtate, and incur the charge of Fe the 
Tre laws of my country---the law of patronage. Thus 
| m 1, thus is every man tempted to impoſe upon his 
a ſoul, to rebel againſt the light of his own judgment, 


rn and wound his conſcience, piercing it through with ma- 
nt „ Seer OO AT es a 
he It is alſo true, the preſentee is ſubject to the trial of 
ld the preſbytery. But, not to ſay any thing of his ha- 
is ving got a preſentation, that is, as matters now go, 
*! à right to the benefice prior unto. his entering upon 
ver als, Abet ordinarily precludes a fair trial, as well 
jan as a free choice; he is not my choice. Their eyes 
ing and underſtandings are not mine. Nor are they in-. 


ho- fallible, that I may warrantably put out the eyes of 
my 8 and yield implicit obedience 
na- unto their deciſion and choice, or their approbation 


ler- of another's choice for me, No part of the church 
ife, is warranted to dictate to the underſtandings or con- 
ap- ſciences of another part, except the old Popiſi doc- 
ng, trine of implicit faith, and believing in the deciſions 


of the church, ſhould be once more revived. But 1 
: rejoice that it is an age too late to make the attempt, 
ein W | 46 0 0 „ Chrilt's 


- 


3 Gb. abject are 0g en „made 0 ln the 


truth in their under- 
| Tiandings,' and powerfully” bends their wills to his 
authority; wherefore their OO are facred to 
de authority of Chriſt alone. 1 

Indeed, that Popiſh doctrine lies at the foundation 
of every ſpecies: of ſpiritual impoſition, exerciſed by 
one part of the church over another. What advan- 
tage has every Popiſh devotee, over every Preſbyte- 
rian judicatory in Scotland, in this very affair o pa- 
tronage! Why do you teach your people,“ ſays 


day he ſets up the empire o 


the Preſbyterian miniſter to the Popiſfi prieſt, „to 


; © 9 as the church believes, and implicitly to 


* ſwallow the doftrines you teach them, without 
allowing them the Bible, and liberty to judge for 


= themſelves, according to its dictates? « And hy, 
5 replies the prieſt, do you the ſame thing? Do you 


1 « of being accopnted ſchiſmatics, and of being 
[ treated as unworthy of the privileges of ſubjects 


4 by the civil powers, to ſubmit to a teacher of the 
k « patron's choice, and of your ghoſtly approbation, 
I without. allowing them any choice, in what con- 


+ cerns them as nearly as the reading of the Bible; 


t to be of the ſame faith with the patron and his 


& preſentee; and to be edifled, whether they can or 


=J not, by bis doctrine ? No,“ ſays the miniſter, 


- except he be orthodox, and able to edify them.“ 

Well! replies the prieſt, but who is to be judge 
A of that? 4 The preſbytery, ſynod, or affembly,” 
; replies the miniſter. © Very well?” anſwers the prieſt, 


|< not the people. thetnfelver;: juſt ſo do we, but with 
4 much more ſmcerity and conf 1/iſtency. We tell the people, 


| * that they. are ignorant; and that their ignorance 
„ would ruin them, if they were permitted to chooſe 


„ in religious matters for themſelves. But for their 


4 comfort we tell them, there is a viſible and infallible 
= head of the church, whoſe decifions-and-dodrines 
p66 OT, oy _ believe in FINE he has a 17 
| | -, « tude 
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. not bind” Four. people, under the awful penalty 


tholic ſubjects to his holineſs, and obedient and 


that they muſt ſubmit to ſuch a choice, under the 


_ © neſs of the patron's choice, are not — What 


„ own eyes. You bind them over, by not the eaſiek 


from being infallible as themſelves ! 


* ſo that their friends, whoſe eyes are in the condi- 


| « tends to be the moſt difintereſted, charitable, and 4 


, 2 5 "TE" 73 7 


had of nei wer, and is the centre of wats | 
to the catholic church; and therefore are ſafe, 
they implicitly believe his creed, and are good ca- 


« dutiful ſons of the church. But you tell your 
people, that they are i gnorant, a people of no under- | 
« ſtanding; that another Sol chooſe for them; and 


4 pains of both eccleſiaſtic and civil excommunica- 
4 tion, if it is approved by your preſbytery, ſynod, or 
be aſſembly: And yet you tell them, that 
« the patron may err; and that your ſovereign judi- + 
n catories, who are the final judges of the judiciouſ- * 
4 2 ſhocking fituation do 42 7 8 in, | 
* b Find aue nut nor u ou tell then they: co 
* wh blind, and muſt not be permitted to truſt their 


« penalties, to truſt implicitly the judgment of 
1 , and after all, you tell then theſe are as 
Don't BE. 
make ſceptics of your people, or worſe ? You Fail 4 
* at the doubtful faith of the church of Rome; but 
* muſt not your people be in an eternal doubt, he- 
ther they enjoy, even ſo much as the means of fal- 
vation? Would it not be inſufferable imperti- 
& nence in me, if I ſhould addreſs you thus-—Sir, 
you are almoſt blind, and there are ſome men ſo 
wicked as to engroſs all the glaſs of the kingdom, 


4 28 of yours, cannot procure as much as to mae 
ctacles of, to. aid their ſight. There is Lord : 
Peter does ſo; an inhuman rote, though he 


. man living! My name is Paul Prester. 
ate Lord Peter, and abominate his example ſo 
« much, that I have neither ate nor drank with him 
© theſe many years. I will, therefore, in charity to 

_ Poor * 5 you W 2 * of the beſt 'Y 


| \ 2 
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nn $A they ſhall . e 
7 excellent aſſiſtant to your dim gy 
* cauſe, though you want them fad! * you are = 
*.. qualified to uſe them yourſelf, I will ufe them for 
\- you. But you may declare to all the world, that 
44 they are your The aces. and that you . the 
1 free uſe of them; though for good reaſons, you 
es are not permitted to 1 uſe of chat viſe: and fo 
you and I will agree to rail i. 1 at Lord Peter, 
« 2825 keeps all glaſs to Like a 2 villain az 
« is”? * bt | 
I know not what the miniſter could anſwer to this 
Millery of the prieſt. To ſay, that the Pope is a decei - 
; _ and therefore a very unfit perſon to Is the 
and miniſters of the ſalvation of men, or to 
| Kate cir creed; but a Proteſtant. patron, or an 
orthodox judicatory, lie under no ſuch ſuſpicion; 
| "8 no.anfwer at all, or a very ignorant one. , For to 


- Proteſtant who thinks him ſo? In his own judgment 
he is as orthodox, and has as good a right to ĩmpoſe 
+ as any patron, or any Proteſt 5 
But ſuppoſe the Pope to be as arrant a cheat as lives, 
Ess every ſenſible man may eaſily perceive him to be) 
:  Wherein lies hig deceit? Does it not conſiſt in his 
* \ſuading peo N pur their (Fed, ens, to 
follow his choite and dictates implicitly ?----The very 


Bot png ſynod, or aſſembly, follow him, with an 
_ accurate exactneſs. And I take it upon me to main- 
tain, that the very Antichriſt--the grand deceiver, 
has as valid à right to put out people's eyes, and to 


or any number of Chriſtians 4 er. And I do 
farther aver, on the other hand, that a man's eyes. are 
, of no uſe to him, but to ſee with; that a man's con · 
” ſcience is of no uſe to him, but to ſuperintend his 
moral and religious actions; and that neither another 


5 e bs 


See 


| 4  whom-is the Pope a deceiver? Is it to any but the 


thing wherein the Proteſtant patron and orthodox 


doll and inconſiſtent things, as any good Chriſtian, 
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| man's eyes, nor his e are my eyes and my 
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dlzener; that the laity, and poor Chriſtian bn 
haye fouls to be ſaved or damned, as well as the ho- 
nourable patron, or the venerable clergy ; that liber- 
ty to chobſe the means and miniſters of falvation 4 is 
— uſe thereunts; and that no man hero en b; 


ed bx | 
450 u Wente of Chriſt's Kingdom's is evident 
unto — from the conſideration of the ſpiritual ends 
of its erection. It cannot be doubted by any, who: 
do not conſider re on as a mere fate -· engine, that: 
the/great deſign of God in the erection of the New- 
= out church-ſtate, was, that he might be ho- 


oured, and that finners might be faved; in order 


nto, that piety, peace, and holineſs, might a- 
bound, and be ,propagated among the ſons of men; 
ad that all' the direful effects which fin has or: 


duced might be happily eluded. 
But Patronage is far from being ealculated to an- 
ſher any of theſe ends; or any whatſoever, 


that the church of Chriſt was intended to anſwer; 
Vea, it is as deſtructive of the whole, as any ching 
eee ee It was no part of God's in- 
tention, in erecting 4 kingdom to the Mediator, that 

one part of his ſubjects ſhould put out the eyes, and 


tyrannize over the conſciences of another, It was 


no part of his deſign, to authoriſe any rank of his | 
ſubjects, to thruſt themſelves, or their friends, t 
any part of his Son's kingdom; to enrich themſelves, 
out of the ſtores: of honeſt induftry ; and to glut. 
their lucrative appetites, at the expence of all reli- 
gion, morality, and common ſenſe, It is not an. idle, 
not à mere populgr aſſertion, but a MAK founded 
in dire experience, that patronage is directly calcula- - 
ted to defeat all the yrs, deſigns for which we 4 
kingdom of Chriſt had a athong the ſons of. 
men: and it has done it 2 in every rank of i 
life, in too ſenſible a degree. 9 
Have the nobility and gentry become more 4 


pious, and more 9 in ms TA more ex- | 
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"CY. 
e ler in their n 3 n 
| tenants, and other dependents; more charitable to 
8 the hey have cen the reſtoration; of patronage? If 


become more vigilant, — and better ex · 
mp to the flock, than their predeceſſors, who came 


to their office dy the chimerical call of the people? 


15 


owing. up in them, are the vouchers for, or 
$47 chem, in this affair. Have not | ignorance 
and immorality made a ſurpriſing progres, ſince the 
dcommencement of intruſions upon pariſhes ? Is not 
- the profanation of the Lord's day become quite com- 
mon, amongſt people of every rank? Is the me of 
God reverenced as, it Was Forty. years ago? And is 
there now one family that. maintains. the: worſhip of 
God regularly i in it, for ten, who knew not to neg - 
ect it, before the introduction of that peſt, of the 
ER In ſhort, direful experience, vouches it, 
that the law of a 1 8 no end 7 the 
3 of 


a our 7 2, the 8 is our LAWGLVER, th 
r aur xIxG, os will [ave RR... 

| It is very true, that national <abliſuments of one 
I -dengmination and. party of. Chriſtians, to the mani- 
felt prejudice, of others in their ciyil rights, and the 
Hg doms of this wörld, into whoſe civil conſtitu- 
ben ſuch national eſtabliſhments ; are kneaded, and 
uve bee. mage, chief parts, cannot, in the nature 
* things, be independent the one of the other: 
£ either the Rate muſt rule 4 the e or the 


oof 0; dt} £4 folate og 


ve,---their works ſhall praiſe. hom. Have the 


Ther eſpecially. a young generation 
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independent of theſe kingdoms, with which fac 
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ſource of all the blandihed, and inhuman 
that have: ſtained the glory of Britain, ſince the re- 
formation. But the kingdom 
ferent. thing from theſe; and, as fuch, is every w 


worldly eſtabliſhments are ſo intimately connected. 
The ae of this ki 
ſupjects of the ſeveral civi 
eee the bhounds 1 their habitations ; and 
the nden of Chriſt's dom, cannot 
21 to depen bes. peaceable and members of 
civil ſociety ; but: they: are taught to render unto 
(hay the things that are Ceſar's, and unto God: the 
things that are God's. Their bodies and their lives, 
their goods and chattels, are at the ſervice of the 
_—_ - their conſciences are facred to the autho« 
3 only Log: of the conſcience. The more 
kingdom n OF Chat pro roſpers; which is, When the 
authority of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has ien proper 
weight upon, and froe courſe in the confoiencesof 
men, without · the heterogeneal and abſurd aid of the -. 
evil fword, producing piety,” ſobriety, and righ« - 
tecuſnaſs in their lives and deportment; the more 
will the kingdoms of this world proſper inevery - ; 
thing that concerns civil life; far righteouſneſs exalteth 
s nation," but: fon 15 a reproach io any people x. This ids 
more than can be ſaid for any national eſtabliſhment 
of any. Chriſtian ſect under heaven, Many nations 


have they ruined by them, none have been exalted - 


fon ag their grandeur and proſperity conſiſt in che 
and exceflive revenues of the clergy, in their | 
power and pride, their aſt of domination; and inhu- 
man perſecution of diflenters,-«the ee e | 
per, the more. the kingdom ſuffars. HOW 
Now, as the kin dom of Chriſt is indeperylning as 7 
Ake . — e ene, q 
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of Chriſt wa vary i v4 


_ are indeed, 4s men, 1 
ugdoms where the Lord 


* 
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I. To) 
ceeive their being: from the legiſlature OY can 


babe no place in it, as ſuch, The law of patronage has 


been proved already to be not only none of the laws of 
Chriſt's kingdom, but ſubverſive of every. law in it, 
by irrefragable conſequence.” Wherefore, that law 
overthrows the independency of Chriſt's kingdom. 
The ſubjects of Great Britain would ſcarce think 
themſelves free Britons; or Great Britain an indepen- 
dent nation, if they ſhould ibe- 
their laws from, or ieldabeir necks unto the arbi- 
trary government -of. France, or any other foreign 
curt. The kings of Scotland ſcarce enjoyed the ſo- 
1 0 vereignty of kings, ſo long as Rome as the miſtreſs 
af the nations, 'and ruled their kingdoms for them 
by her legates. But no law can be ſo foreign unto 
the kingdoms: of this world. as their laws are unto 
the kingdom of heaven. No nation on earth can be 
5 wo independent of other nations, as the ſpiritual king- 
dom of Chriſt is of all- the kingdom of this world. 
_ +: The law of patronage evidenutiy intrudes upon the 
government and kingdom of Chiriſt, and inthralls 
- this conſcience, the only proper ſuhjett of Chriſt's 
% en Men ccaſe to be his faithful ſubjects, ſo 
f as they give up the direction and government 
of their —— unto another; ſuffer their eyes 


to be put out, and follow implicitly the arbitrary 


cChoict of a patron, or the deſpot ic deciſions of an eccle - 
fliaſtic ſanhedrim; to all which the law of patronage o- 
bliges them, under none of the eaſieſt penalties. And 
the church that is made up of ſuch members, is no 
: er the kingdom over. which Chriſt ſways his 
; or oat of righteouſneſs; however it may be honour- 
1 edfeithabes name of the church; and thong h kings 
- ;thould; exhauſt all their revenues to ning it glo1i- 
1 . and auguſt. Names cannot change the nature 
5 re a 8 OR AID 

8 EVE ee less) traced the podigres -of patronage. 


We have proved it to be a vile bens 8 be tten by the 


. kings and'nobles of the earth upon the mother of 


8 And is it more range, that 7 
. 2 fret 
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red to receive 
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an der ſubjects of Chriſt's independent kingdom, ſhould 

FI: ſhew their indignation and reſentment, when it at- 

of tempts to exerciſe. lordly dominion, over their con- 

it, ſciences, than that the breaſts of tree Britons ſhould 

WW ſa eil at the impotent claims of a litera/ reputed baſtard; 

m. or ot his deſcendant unto the dominions of n = 
nk Byntain and Ireland? f 
n- Once more; che kingdom, or chairch af Chriſt, 3 is 

ve 2:V0L9NTARY-ociety. She is made up of perſous 

bi- who volugtanly, coaleſce, into aſſociations for the 


gn Ml joint, worſhip of God, and in order unto the due and 
ſo- ordinary performance of joint obedience unto all the 
eſs laws and ordinances of Chriſt's. ſpiritual and inde- 
em pendent kingdom. This I take to be the genuine 
ito and ſcriptural notion of the goſpel- church; and the 
to idea that our firſt reformers ſeem to have. had of her, 
de I before 2. bierarchies, rites, ceremonies, and clerical | 
19- — r aſſumed the appellation of the church, and 
| e the chief, if not the only thing underſtood . 
the by that much abuſed word. Aſſent and conſent ſeem 
alls to be ſo eſſentially neceſſary unto memberſhip, thay it 
R's is impoſſible to conceive of a church - ſociety, where 
fo I theſe are a-wanting. It is eaſy to form the idea of 
ent ¶ a multitude called and detained together by the fores 
yes of penal laws; but it is impoſſible to framgthe notion 
ary of taciety, without including therein a. conſent o | 
cle- parties. . Whoever duly. conſiders, the nature of 
church ⸗ ſociety, the reaſons of its erection, aud-the 
duties'required of every member in his proper ſphere, 


Moors perceivez-that a fold of black cattle may be 
a$ 


ed /a; church-ſociety,, with equal propriety, . 
titude of men driven together by the objects 
of fear, . the loſs of their civil rights; and ſhackled to- 
gether with compulſive laws and penal ſtatutes, not 
only without their free and ultroneous conſent, but 
| againit the dictates of their e and en 
age. conviction ot their conſciences. 


the Viewing the church ot Chriſt. in thislight, it is as im- 
y * n to en Wen ial patronage with ihe na- 
the Nr 3 / 2 


— curse 
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rr ern eto reconcile 
the ies of liberty, with the idea of hæggurd tyrrany 
Are charches volithitery ſocieties ;-Aocieties exiſting 


by the fpontimevits conſent of members, arifing from 


conviction" of duty, and a ſenſe bf the authority of 
Clit upon their conſeiences? then, muſt not their 


very eſſence be overturned, when members, much more 


When mimiſters, are tliruſt in upon them by a foreign 
nutherity, not only without, their ande but /a- - 
1 their expreſs and unanimous declarations, and 
moſt 'carneſt remonſtrances and follicitations 

kiste che Coritrary ? —_ 
- The church of Chriſt is degantiy eompareũ by the 
2 umto the human body, with its ſeveral mem- 
* and *; with an expreſs defign to teach 
I s Union and conſent of all ber parts, 
— Ulefulneſs unto one another, for the 

of the Whole. Now, was it ever known, fince 
an Was formed out of the duſt, that there was an 
8 dr an car, àn hand or a foot, vbtruded upon the 
_ er che ſeveral members in the human vehicle? 
That is no member, much leſs a principal member, 
Which is violentiy Nuck into the. human body, giving 
Pap, torment, and arinoyance unto the ſeveral parts, 


Ladd ifivg/atlaſt in the death of che perſon,” It is 


* 


a ſword, or a ſpear, or fore Tuch inſtrument of 
Rent: Furöchial and national churches may be e- 


feed and foldered together by the authority ef the 


2 


b bs 


bi. to frſemble Eving perſons, white! their ſeveral 
tre foldered tugether, by che violence of fre, wiſer 


national er parochial patron; 'as ſtatues are framed 


the band and the art of the founder: but the 
Chriſt, like the human body, lives and is happy by 
the Nrmönioss conſent, 200 "the mutual helpfulneſs 
1 Teveral parts unto the . Whole. 


n Patron age eme und utterly fepplant 


; * -outhority of gur Lord Jobs Chriſt in Ts ſpi 


is 1 Cor. xii. * % * | . 
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eee kingdom: The grandeft deft difs 
play of the authority of Chriſt we have, is in his gi 


PR Edt MEL | 
. 
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TM | de unta, and in his putting an force 
m into the ſeveral laws which he has enacted and pros 
of claimed for the viſible government of his indepen» 
eir dent kingdom. Whatever thwarts and ſupplants his 
"re . | laws, neceſſarily overthrows the authority i gave 


gu ö for authority is the nerve f 
a- MW h, which the hands of rebellion muſt cut, ere the 
nd feet of contumacy-can trample. upon the law. But 
"fs — a- volume, _—_ I — one half 
of theſe divine precepts which the law tronage 
2 ſets aſide, 1 mall day mention ins few 8 | 
; 8. * 4 
. Hirſt, There are a great amay paridoatirandy 5 
tory ws, whereby every perion, who profeſſes to ſub · | 
it his willing neck unto the eaſy yoke of Chriſt, is 
bound unto an immediate dependence upon him aa 
his LawGrver;-and to yield his conſcience unto che 
authority of Chriſt alone, as the formal reaſon of his cou- 
ſcientions obedience; This vs my beloved Son, in whan 
Lm tool pleaſed; nas ve HIM NK. Moſes truly ſoid was - 
o he fathers, A prophet ſball the Lord 25 raiſe us 
uno you, f your brethren, like unto me; him ſhall y "HEAR ; 
in ALL 8 e he fhall ſay unto au. And it 
Jhall come that. every ſoul "which will not. bear © 
ihat- . 


al be deſtroyed from among the — 
But the law of patronage calls men off from — 


ante unte theſe commands, under very — — 
nalties. Hr AR vor HIM, is the genuine language of 
| rt ___s of putromnge, in the church of Chriſt,” 
For, 
Wake © 5 ates, demonſtrated already, that Chriſt N | 
wthoritatively mtruſted his ſubjects with a power, 
7 anda divine right to chooſe the miniſters of their 
own edification;'and that they poſſeſs theſe powers 
plant RA Lis teware of e W 


e e N ers 


=. 8 EE. K 84 * 
memberſhip And truly, if he had lefe his church: 
. without ſuch a divine right, he had doubtleſs left 
ber in a condition unworthy of himſelf, as the author 
and reſtorer ot liberty, and in a ſtate of abject flavery 
below. what is conſiſtent with the rights. — 5 rey 
A human nature. For 1 cannot conceive What of 
human nature remains, after à perſon is prohibited, 
under civil penalties, from following his underſtand- 
: ig; and i precluded the liberty of obeying; the dic- 
tas of his conſcience, in matters, which are of ſuch 
moment, as to determine, i a a great. er his fal- 
'vation;' or damnation, -:' #9 0 96403. } 
But the aw of parachial patronage nat only. ex- 
cuſes people of the trouble of following their own 
A cal: gens in theſe things; but moreover, 
th them entirely of their alle geance unto Chriſt, 
Land from their obligations, to obey his authority, e- 
- ſpecrally. in the fallowing law of his kingdoms. . { 
} Breve:not every ſpirit, but fr x 1 the, 8 55 V5 
lt does not in the leaſt alle veate the caſe chat the 
1 tic judicatories make a TRIAL of che preſen - 
tee ere he can be ordained; and have power to re- 
Jject him, if they ſhall. find) him inſufficient for the 
Auties of the ſacred. function, without being liable 
to be ſued for doing fo with a ARE IM EDIT, before 
any tribunal beyond that of che General Aſſembly ?: 
for, not to infilt- that few examples, it any at all, can 
be adduced, wherein the eccleſiaſtic judicatories did = 
ever refuſe inſtitution unto any preſentee, notwith?⸗- f=-f 
ſtanding chat his inſufficiency has been notoriqus and of 
F 2 it does. not alter the caſe in the leaſt, be · 
cauſe the judicial trial of a candidate for the mini- 
| ty; apd-the bisckzTION or TRIAE of the ſpirits, in- 
cumbent upon every Chriſtian for himſelf, ale verx 
different things, nor was the one intended to juſtle qut 
the other! awever,, the law of patronage does it 
moſt effectually, for it legally diſſolves the obliga- 
tion which the Chriſtian is under to try the ſpirits; | 
and the execution af: that law, 1852 the executioners 
E 85, ED Tg.) | | OE ICS under 3 - 
+ RAD | 18 13 2 | "2 * 


| PEAT ER uilt o#baiki the imniedians amber of this 
impious' alllolution- heſe ſudicatories, having juſts 
led out the neceſſity of che trial and call of the 
people, by ſubſtituting their trial in the room of the 
firſt, and the preſentation of the patron in the room 
of the laſt; join their authority with that of the pa- 
tron, to ſuperſede the uſe of mens underſtandings, 
and the direction of their conſciences, and to annals 
as much as they can, their obligation to ſubmit td. 
Cbriſt's authority, in his commands, to hear ham ax 
lone, to try the ſpirits, and to ferve God rational 
chooſing the miniſters of. their edification, acc 
to the beſt of their judgments, and the unalte - 
able laws .of Chriſt's kingdom. And to add to the 
horrid impiety, theſe judicatories, while they are ac; 
tually caſfliering the authority of Chriſt, pretend to 
act in his name, and by his authority! »Good Lordt 
{when ſhall men of a ſacred character, once learn to 
& conſiſtently with common leger Ee 3 to ers | 
n thy holy name! | 
Second, The Jocbotkty bf Chrit: eve all 0. 
diſtinctions, and all ſuperiority founded upon ſock? _ 
diſtinctions, in his kingdom. All are upon/wleveb 
equally, as they ſhall ſoon be before the awful tribus 
nal of the great Judge. Civil diſtinctions, in civit © 
: things, remain as they were. Chriſtianity” intros” 
duces no change in ſuch things; or if it does, it ons 
ie teacheth the ſuperior to treat his dependant, ac he 
Would wiſh to be treated by the great MasrER in 
heaven, who is 10 reſpecter of perſons ; and obliges in- 
feriors to be obedient unto their ſuperiors, with Fond 
and trembling, in fingleneſs of heart, as unto Chriſt *; But 
in matters of religion and conſcience, none has 
minion over another; all are equally ſubject unte 
one MASTER 1 in heaven. The authority which rn 
guides have in the church, is not to rule e 
over make it is no more chan imply Rr 10 * 
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; to ebey the-4uthority of Chriſt, in wiring un 
— 5 roi and joy of the church, and teaching her 


i 
N 
. all t ——— | 
= —— extracts from the facred oracles, | 
Sov hw (9 all domination among the = 
A E 1 
"1 at ans to another in the fear of God u. Let 
—— ſeriſen but in lowlingſs of mind 
* eſdeam = 2 themſelues 40 of. 
=. — — The 
8 dominiun over them bu it 
fe: [My brethren,” 2 


ſecular 9 — pew" the Ro manger? 
Chriſt: that veſpect of perſons,” on a. ſecular account, 
s inconſiſtent with the avs — for 
Sathb reſpect unto perſons, committeth fins and is convinced of : 
Ae la as 05 tr e therefore is laid under 2 
| |Gevere-interdift: chat every one, without diſtinction | 
df eception, is bound, bn che ties of lqve, to pra - 
mote and ſecure bis brother's eternal-felicity, to the || 
_ "utmoſt. of his power; and to.employ all bis ſecular 
and civil advantages, all his intellectual accompliſh- oY 
| - ments, and all his ſpiritual gifts, as he has oppor- ; 
=- tanity.for that end: that the greateſt honeur Which | 
-ean- accrue'to any perſon in that kingdom, conſiſis 
diu Beving the fame mind which was in Chriſt Feſus, wha | 
= the en Cad, ee e rabbery ddd 
24 with (God, yet made bim of no reputation, and 
RN 8 of a $8RvANP: and that the moſt 
1 mining pant of any character in that ſociety, conſiſts 
i . e's greatneſs to abet the Chriſtian's | 
= icate his ſpiritual liberty, and to ſerve 
| e intereſts of the NIE I: In 4bis, 
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Ie the GREAT. Max has an opportunity of outs, 


mining che humble cottager, and of becoming yet 
more RAT, while he ennobl bles _his 1 1 = 
8 


foregoing it, and condeſcending to Lok 
e who was {ng dis achte as. be 1 
et N Gn CITE 


But it is plain, that the law of arochial 
| it, 744 its riſe: from a lordly dominion a 1 in 
[ ne over the kingdom of Chriſt, as ſuck; ſo. it, 
W -:- es ſimilar lordly dominion in every ſevera fa, 
ict thereof, inveſts a ſingle perſon, i 
IS diſtrict, with an authority to exerciſe this wel 88 555 
mMinion, and founds the conveyance of this ache c 
upon a mere non- entity in the kin 7 of hea ven- 
ſecular, riches, earthly poſſeſſi ions, and Ae titles, 
t what are theſe to t. canes of their fellow, 
ben .Is. the wealthy man always t o wiſe man? 
t, is the allible man a ſit man to be intruſted witl Bi 
| ary to dictate to the conſiences of, 
' ndred, or a thouſand perſons, and to chog! | 
the. er of their ſpiritual and eternal intereſts? -- 
| e the law of parochial patronage . 


and utterly overtbeone all the pregeding laws; an 
with BE e authority. of our Lord eſuz, which: 
gave them their being and place in the ſacred. gap 
non; and d oblige all his ſubje&s without 'exceptiong, 
„gon 'by their moſt Lache and e 
. obec 88 LG TR 
Thirg, In ſine, Sir Lord Jeſu, Chriſt has by wm 2 
| 1 ſet equity, between man and man, upon en 


n baſe, when he announced the following law fox, 

| his lowers ;-+- Al things cy hat ſoe ver [4 959 

| Ke ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo 1 to them: "for this * 
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| 10 the lad ebene overthro Bd * gw js 1 li, nd 
by Os... | oll 10 
| e Bols 4 0 dee 
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; PROVE al the 150 a6 this prophets. ft ereby 
not auly overthrocs the züthotity of Chriſt hit 
chacted . det razes the very eee of all nbrat 
7 mn. För it 11 An, the law of atro- 
ed unte Svery pation 4 püß cet to act 4 
unto his fellow Chriſtians, whek I may confident 
fer, n patrons would choofe 175 fellow Chri- 
las mould aft towards them In the name of 
corhtnen fenfe or common fincefity, would au pa- 


|  ff6n take it well, if ay Chriſtian, or all the hnddreds 
of Ehiiftians whow be impoſes a miniſter upon with- C 
ut ſeruple, ſtrouid preſume to acquaint his honcur, 


- & Thar |, was not capable to choofe his ow chap- 
Ain; that in the multltude bf c<unſllors, there 
. kalety; me that they would dive Him Hobfon's 

4 choice Þ e not 1 ron have Hr to 


| ps FR 275 epiſliture ſhould impower che col 


aithes, to treat nöblemen at! gen- 


Uetiien, in Wl ce of, tot VOmene Levites, ith | 


ae dane th chemſefd es are iwpDWEred to 
125 Led 1 de e e their * hne; 
Won 5506 kd n decken we N 
mich order? How feadily'would one 
Pi wien Bite Burnet, in Wed 
"arbitrary aud Uegal, “ as che aythority of parents 


em 


dent to Tociety, n6 law that takes it away Can be 
. * Aud may not the &llectroyr Bodies of 
hriſtians vſe. the pext words of the ſame fenfible pre- 
9 55 equal 1595 2-4 Me 
Jy "Ub ibeiety, to follow ' what appears to 
ow to be the will of G God“ and thefefort “ no 
hat takes it awa Ds ean'dy "eter Bug a or 
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"Criſes + RARE and fx ade tho ade . 
Chriſt therein. 165 

To donclude this diſcourſa Parungis i is the pecu⸗ 
las immunity of the church of God, which the law 
2 ronage utterly: deprives her of. 

Je alem which is gboys is FR+*E The Sow bath nads 
every one of her inhabitants free. and they are free in- 
ee Al the names whereby the church is known | 
in holy writ, conſpire ta ſuggeſt the idea of liberty 
and to demonſtrate, that it . to every on 9 
ber members indiſcriminately e is a family er 
an beg ſelvld, herein freedoni conſtitutes the; dife 
ference between. ſons and {laves. She is a cityy the 
nein Jeruſalim, whe every: inhabitant is nd more + 
. Hanger 132 foreigner, but a fellow- citizen with 
. ſaints. She is a 4ingdom,, and therefore its ſub- 

jets muſt be independent of a foreign yoke. la ing, 
a is the kingdom of heaven, to; denote her indepear 
ce of the kingdoms of this world | The dhurch ' 
2 — look up unto: her ReDzrMER; or read: Bo = 
Fred AE in the holy oracles, without Hor wk 

of the-#2.£320M he has purchaſed for 
blood, and proclaimed with his 

This privilege does not conſiſt in any; thi 
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12 the peace of civil (ociety Rather e 


{F$ in N but what is highly, cenducive ; 
eel rag zn every, ſpecies of civik cw 

ination. N its in a liberty te obey the laws of - 
ee Fuck to. regülate their 3 ſentiments ant WH 
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1 ae ag . en chat d lens bi p- 5 
_ tronage (ir Chriſtian of that liberty where- 
with Chriſt: þ hath made him free. He cannot obey 
"> law. of patronage, and the laws of Chriſt, at one 

and the ſame time; becauſe they are costradictory, 
has been. fully. demonſtrated already. The law of 
. obliges every man to work out bis own fak 
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: Ages the indeBlighnt and. conſcientious thoite; as well üs 
the diligent uſe of all the outward and ordinary means 
of Gud's appointment, for that end. But the law 
of pattonage precludes every member of the church 


from that freedom, and obliges him to take up with 


: hat meanz the bukx or his factors, the en.] ·i or 
its agents, ſhall judge moſt convenient. 
It it acknowledged, that no man is dragged to nis 


pariſh- church againſt the dictates of his judgment 


ank conſcience, by any external violence. But are the 
0 webe, that are- uſed leſs forcible and violent? Has 
g the judgment and conſcience, and in forcing a 
. even in the moſt abſurd, things, than 
ever open acts of violence could do? and is hot this 
vigine tiſed?" Muſt not every gentleman, every 
Ehviſtian reſolve, either to put up with a man as his 


mitiifter, "whom he never called; yea, never would 
_ Havehired to be his butler or groom ; or elſe pay the 
Tux of another ſtipend; beſide the more heavy fine 
> of being acconted x ſchiſmatic by the church, and 


Sk deing liable to be dealt with by law as Weft? An 
s this was not enough; is he not ip/o fats 1h 
E. BY . all places of public truſt and 

4 he is, nevertheleſs; intitled unto e 
end to the government, and to the Proteſtant ſuc- 
3 — in the IHuſtrious houſe of Hanover? I theſe 
Are not the moſt forcible methods to fetter Chriſtian 
Uberty, I know not what” are, except I hould/'of- 
Lend the reader's ear, by mentioning 3 whe convert- 
_ making cruelties of the inquiſition, Indeed the in- 


Land ſtate of chat thotiſter'of barbarity: das ho more 


At ürft; hay, nor To much. AII perſecuticus have 
|  *otnrtienced in negative penalties; and when once 


hat ir human butcheries may, or may not enſue *2 
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a of patronage upon Chriſtian- liberty. By it 
mem are brought under ſuch a pinching dilemma, 
that they are either ujider a neceſſity of finning againſt 
God, or "againſt their own conſciences. A well" 
meaning, pious, but weak Chriſtian, is convinced from 
the word of God, that the law of patronage is wrong: 
that the miniſter he is obliged by law to ſubmit un- 
to, is not his minifter, nor even the! miniſter of the 
pariſh, having, haply, never been called by one. 
ſingle vote, except by that of the exciſe-man, or 
ſome few mercenary dependants; and that he is a 
mere farmer of the manſe and glebe, with ſome o 
ther7convenient farm, on the improvement of which 
he beſtows his time, his ſtudy; and his ſkill, to the 
no ſmall inſtruction and edification of the farmers, 
over whom the 141zD hath made him overſeer. 
9 What ſhall the man do in this caſe? ſhall he receive 
ſealing ordinances in neighbouring pariſhes ? This 
cannot be regularly allowed of: or if it ſhould, has 
not his conſcience this to object to the members of 
preſbytery, that they are at leaſt socit cRIMIxIS 
with the intruder? What a difficulty is he now res 
duced unto! the good man has been frightened oùt 
.of His ſenſes,” with declamations upon the aggravis _ 
tions of the ſin of ſchifm. He dares not for his ſoul 
deſert the communiori of the national church, While 
he can hold no communion” with her, without 
wounding his conſcience, and offending his God. 
Here his conſcience is intangled, and brought into 
 BoXDAGE, True! Caſuiſls tells us, the action is to 
be let alone, till bis judgment ſhall be better inform- 
ed. But Where is the interprerer, the caſuiſt, one 
among a thouſand, that ſhall be able to looſe the 
knot? What if the poor man cannot get clear of his 
perplexing difficalty, while he is on this fide the 
8 to give up with all the means f 
As egification and eternal happitieſs?? Muſt he live 
an fen unto the viſible commonwealth: o Iſrael, ang die 
ee date fla brit dl "of i dive. - 
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Tor ro: n, which, ip | ſuch. caſes, . 

mitted, will lic. May e a at fuck as reduce 
men to ſuch Rraits, by the arbitrary execytion, of 
the law of patronage, on one . and by their 
loboured declamations againſt ſchiſm, on the — 
may ſeriouſly confider the im [aps the command, 
Don Halt nat lay. a ſtumbling e 
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-HE law: ofpatronage, together. \vick the depo 
2&{tic-execut zen” of that law, as it 48) 
n courts, is not Bore incon 


in the church of Scotland. The laws, of Spain 
ſooner be recemciled with the liberty of the 


nation, than the galling Papiſh yoke of patronage = 


and eccheſiaſtic tyranny, can be made,confiient with 
| dhe 2 vature, and deſign of reformation: 
be law of patronage. may. be considered both in 
| tlc; as framed and enforced: by eivil authority; 
and in its ty xannical execution, by the judicatories of 
the national church. Upon a proper view of the 
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N is attempted, that 1 e 


w with | 
the nature and peculiar characderiſties of the Kingdom = 
ent. than with the ſpirit aud delign of the re- 
formation in the Proteſtant churches, and 8 
Spain may 


. undder both theſe confiderations, it der 
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e bees is together ineonfiſtent with the: na- 
tire and defigris of reformation in the churck. 
. That the execution of that law by the prefent 
Jelp otit meafures and management in judicatories, 
verfive of every part of reformation attempted 
by our anceſtors in the church of ScotlandeQ. 
Theſe tte the things we ſhall attempt the probf of, 7 
in order to new how much the law of patronage o- 
Kor the es, as well as the nature on 
it's TROL; Ee | 
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1 Tue law. Whereb ee eee povited h 
preſent the miniſters okt my is altogether in 
conſiſteut with the 25 and defi highs. of r tormation 
* the church of Scotland. 

It has already been made dufktieutiy clear, that 
Wen e is ſo far from being an apoſtolic ordinance, 
t ic Men evacuates that author, in the church, 
which pave being unto all the apoſtolic inſtitutions; 
that it was not onte named in the Chriſtian: chutch, | 
for many centuties after ſhe was fully cftabliſhed by 
het HEAD and Soverzr6N; aud that it owes its birt 
de thin church, Whole proper defignation is 1 

I Nornzkor AlL ABOMINATIONS. Now, ere 

Rh > was engaged in by our worthy anceftors, with a truly. 

| | Fenef6us deſign, fo diſengage themſelves, with their 

| poſterity, from all the innovations, and inſtruments 6 
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Tyrannical oppreſſion. which had been introduced.” 
; into the church of Rome, and had been obtruded by . + 
ber power or policy, upon the ſeveral Weſtern 
| arches. It was a GENERAL and THOROUGH refor- 
ation which they intended. according unto the 
- Primitive pattern contained in the We and d 
dens of the apoſtles. And truly, the very ides 
wHith"the term ſuggeſts, includes neither more nor 
les, than a reduction bf the churches to that ſtanda 3 
The votaries'of ſuperſtition and tyranny would nh 
gladly have compromiſed matters with our firſt re- 
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Pen their 'Popiſh right of preſentations... 
church of Scotland always conſidered the Jaw as an 
able grieyance, and as a public. civil ruc- 
Fb all farther. Tploumagon 4; he took .poſ; 
wethods, copliſtent with Fg Joypley her, mem- 


| bers owed to their ſovereign! to dude the NOXIO 
Influence. of. that Jaw. ''Y 12 0 ba 
| forth her loyal, hands, in the moſt dutiful 


the never ceaſed; to 


wmble” ſupplications unto civil authority, t 


remove that relic of Babel, till at laſt it was happily | 


dbtained from, Britain's DELIV 'ERER, 


But, alas! how ſoon was the Tight of preſenta- 
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Fon reſtbred! The next 158 9 rivetted again the 


Balliog yoke. . And what the deſign of the parlia- 
ment Was in doing ſo, is too notour to need expli- 
cation, and too melancholy to be inſiſted upon. It 
Was, in thort, to divide the nation of Scotland. and 
to Weaken the hands of Preſpyterians, the {worn 
e of civil as well as religious liberty, rand 
thus to pave the wa! for the. acceſſion of a Pop iſh 
Pretender unto the throne of Great Britain, 19 580 
3 very foon after diſcovered, by an Engr un Top 
ELON, 


"Thus our "kt reformers locked upon the law of 


patronage as à very. conſiderable blot in, and as a 
hy reat obſtruction unto reformation-----as, a chief 
yloniſh pillar left fanding.in the temple of God. 
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Ne res enemies unte the reforms- 
3 re Wer eee end 4 
uren Ann it w à deſign, that as it 
gwedl its otigitals the empire of ard tyranny; 
w it ſhould approve itfelt an uſeful tool at that times 
4 e of that maſter's children upon the throne 
in. SIO 12, 
Fre; „ is impotig chat the law of thor. 
edi be 'confiſtnit with reforthation, 1 8 is 
e imme dikte reſult of a power claimed by the _ 
== tos Ike unte that power which gate 
t brſt,. the aurhörity which the old 
f Of ee cX6rciſed" over all the 9 
dee Tue true ſpirit of the reformation <onklth 1 
Es vinditatibh of the*eauſe of ſpititud? liberty, 1 | 
HYxo tical an ofity 200 vfuepation.-- le 
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intant upon vindicat . ado of idvie 
down crowns, from At upations of the Roman mitre,.. 
And When. they ſucceeded: therein, they found it ne- 
» ceilary, in their plan af policy and government, to 
daualt themſelves wich the ſpiritual power, which; the 
| _ Pops:haiierrogated, unto himſelf, as Chriſt's v vicege: 
rent, as well as with the temporal, which het * 
% 27 as the vicar; gore . oe, 
us Aly the " b, Indeed what 
unto this, — — 
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&faw of civil auchority has ſhone'n nd 
It At its nod, the eh tek is ſtrictly Pref beten 5 
an, by a declaration of the fove#tign- 
e of — tor eduncil, ſhe is rigidly Epis, 
| === we<ould” motion” more times? than 
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when ſhe Was neither the one, nor th&other;” | 


is ſupremacy is the identical authority which 
was once ar by the biſhop of Rome, and 
Which has the ſource of every wecke o.. 


pfeſflon, particularly -of the law' of patronage 3 
from this inſtrument of bppreſſion, We date 
inetd of 'reformation as ever; for in vaintdei we 
pretend to be e eee one undeFiche:' - Wl 
Which our fathers WM 


| ſite's bondage w 
' fighed 825 2 in the: ſouẽeen tbr century. We indeed 
n ed no more of 2 fordjgn/ci- | 
il yoke; butayChriſtians,>our yoke of ſpiritual! op* BM 
 _prefſjots* remains faſt, locked upon us. A n = 
foreign to the ki of Chilſty medet the tem- We 
power of the pope was foreign to the | 
- of the Britiſh conſtitution, and inconſiſtent with the 
independence ok the'Britilly monarchs. - Alorciy zu? WM 
| thorjty over che underſtandings and conſciences of | i 
„ work not by bein wares ent 
with che empire of truth; * in che 
con, than wuen it was bd e ee . 
it is acknowledged; that it is much leſs liable? 
tobe abuſed, Mamerrreiſed, by the firſt; than the laſt.. 
n Hoom au whidhy it js plain, that as the-fupreniacy* iſ 
Pe powers is the ſp vo; ar patronage, and is i 
t ho very 8 ri ranny from Wick 
dn ming fathers bed to be delivered; ſo tlie 
reſtoration of the Jaw of patronage. is nothing elle 
' and leſs,” than healing the un 2 8 
ſpiritual dominationireceivedat the:reformation? yi; | 
But the evidence ofthis: -fir{t-propoſition-wilhy CY 
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mevz deſpotig meafures, is made au engine to over: 
der wany parts of the neformatian. which the ci: 
- Villegilature never intended to aajure- {oo 
bun The authors of the preſent -eoclekakkic ad: 
wwiftsstion, have carried the execution'of the Jaw 
1 beyond the wounds et bythe law 
13 rule of its enecutien. d :::: En 
e eee executi 
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theſe pariſhes contrary to all lay, veaſon, and comp. . 
wos ſenſe. In ſuch pariſhes, where a lan. Patron 
cannot be fond among ene 
the Pimping managers of ęccleſtaſtic affairs imaging a, 
"8 of preſentation, call is reo, and compliment it 
unta the ch⁹1¹]¹u n - Whereas when the matter is 
ſesrched unto the bottam, and reduced nto ther 
ſcale of reaſon, 33 never had. 1 
claimed a right of preſentation in ſuch pariſhes, till 
ſome winde 0 Fe Kite found out the — 
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But who will take it upon them to ſays that theſe: 

_ Who: filled the "Epiſcopal ſecs either built or doted 

_ theſe churches? So far from it, that chey were the 

perſons themſelves, who, as the proper —— of 
+ theſe 88 poſſeſſed the donations 
theſe pariſhes, and provided them With vicars or 7 
cCurates as their proper ſubſtitutes. The proviſon 4 
thus made for them, was Tiot-=could: not be by vir: 
tue of a preſentation to the ſmall tithes or con- 
Aus in favours of the vicar; for- the biſhop hiniſelf: 
was the incumbent who impropriated all the 
predial tithes to himſelf or his 3 apd cou, | 

not indthe natbre —_ thing heine 110 


| ther unto a 
| - benefice alr ' himſelf} aud to Which. 
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70 if the | 
fach vicars unto ſuch , He Bed — — and! 

_ Mititled) them unto the whole benefice,) img as 
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an Kc. -Wherefore, as one A 
Ren ne great benefice annexed unto. it, 


"The ſeveral ier > od Ba mein anngxed wn 
any one particular church, becauſe the biſhops theme 
ſelves were the proper incumbents, and had right 


t tathes of every ſeveral pariſh belonging un- 
e {ce; (ſuch only excepted, as lay patrons had a 


the rate of the, ſmall tithes. But when they thus 
tion unto W {imall lvings ON gave them, for the 


his ordins t In fine, e 
being © phate the -chief a; la * 


and. "the, r e of what 
teries zwe now, only had a power. of OS 


acted nomine, & ex e o ecgleſit 
1 7 eee 41 that 
9 belonged: unto the Episcopal es was 
. veſted in che crown by the La of annexations 
eee mw be e it than they; ancients 
They. a, 1 7” 
8 to ** had.no-lays 
Patrons ;1.2nd, therefore, wich: "what, . 0 or {cuſs - 


And, farther, as A the, ancient; opiſh. 


ch pariſhes, and as preſbyteries, by.t he MOORE: 


Freſhyterian church e fucceed, untg s 
y ancient, power and. ks Epilgopal, ſecs . 


p 3 
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| Ms pgs, as the biſhops did under 
> of this conclaſion win appar fl more 
Paret from the following voucher s. 


288% wherein the tewpörakties of all nds, lord- 
Lips, Sv. be wars archbiſhops and bihops, 
a üsessd uno the cron, that bilNops "patro- 
dates, er their right of ele tation unte Pirtieulat 
| benefices, Are never thentiongd; whetice it N clear 45 
fut beam, that they never exiſted, dr; ac aft, 
- Shiey were never aunc ed to this brown. How is it 
ble they could; were the  fotind&d in, ur con. 
decken wirt land e Arm fled as 
* edc en? How comes t hefe 95 
I Tus cone, * e So tOHG Fh 
the © of  timnexation?* Rather, Were theſe lade, 


. r eilt ehurek- beneßees? Aud: al let 46 36 Po. 


N Sed EPR can Acht of 
TE Fate. or Haßty ee 2 part pp5>""5 ur 
nt Kits zr Uhdebiaste. rent the Neuf the pb- 
: any was) pullet] down; 
b that hierarchy" aß Ft 
notion of pi Key 48 Aud 
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ve A 


orkd, 7 ne 


I © hor the” Atular 
- froſerited unto ty of "ek hd were trot 
under the yoke of ry. Te Kiperintend- 
2 auc éommiffonets e e kik, before the & 
Ven pf preſby teres, and pretby 


; ati in Zonfijtenee" ef the fait 


6 #99 Gas not dilly: ob facto che Indvdics of hi 
reh in ts period, bot it was 0 1 et 
bf d ite; and made d jure by the Rventh ac 
S fattfament't $67, herein the proviſien ef Kis, and 
+ | then es dens prone _— to 
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teries after cheit 
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. au ald there üs 'of le parrenabee. but e 
1 other gtronages' whatſoever, '' 

In fine, the poor ies which! was 2 for 
miniſters ſettled in ſuch pariſhes, is, too good a wit-! | 
neſs in the caſe, Such were appointed to get their 
names inrolle@ in the books of affignation, and hat 
an ee, aliotted to them out of the thirds of th 

old ep iſcopal revenues, now annexed unto the crown. 
| Whereas if they had been preſented, they neither 
would have needed to have had their names inrolled, 
nor would they have been iptitled to leſs than all 
the rents Forney poſſeſſed by'the popiſh incumbent, 
__-"From- all:thefe conſiderations laid together, it is 
plain, that biſhops never ſettled ſuch pariſhes ui pa- 
tronatur, therefore it could not devolve- upon "the. 
7429 Th ought * — e j t _ 2 
20 Thou e ad ed ſuck artet, = 
7 of the ep pal 1 lordſhips whereof” 
they were poſſeſſed as biſhops; that right could not de- 
volve upon the crown by the act of annexation, in the 
very nature of the thing. The reaſon is obvious, By 
that act, the Hemporalities of the hierarchy only el. BM 
ved upon his majeſty. He did not res 
A fice or ſpiritaplities' of the” biſhop.” * „ - 
N nt melted down into the mitre. When 4 U. 
lanted any particular pariſh,” he did it by virthe e 
eccleſiaſtic office --not becauſe he was lord fy a. 
— but becauſe he was 3i/bop of fuch a ſee: ere · 
fore, except the "minions of patrons ſhalt think to _ 
| his MAJESTY in lawn-ſleeves, I do not ſee how! 
- they ſhall be able to uſtify the jus devolutum"of the 
ſu poſed right of pi ſentation in biſhops,” in favours. 
_ of his ma WO Vt ot ie n sf Sn HRT. 1 
From whole it * ear that the! oecleſiaſtie 1 
managers, under colour df extcuting the” u of' BW 
5. „have extended itlaat law unte many has! | 
ö Wh ich are by law ed: and therefore, 
rave carried it beyond the Hmits ſet by the lv dete 
Ver di is not the only 1 Ss ter . 
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he — ef th church Inve-eſtabliſhed it 
into a law, by an uniuterrupted ſeries of precedents, 

for above thirty years paſt, to ſuſtain the-patron's 
| | peblentation | in favours of the. prefentee, as the all 
| of what is neceſſary unto his call usto his pariſh, 
where he is to ſerve, It ſuperſedes the neceſſity of 
2 call from — majority of the Chriſtian people. —— 
any call at all is rendered utterly unneteſſary, ex- 
/ cept it be to maintain an empty form, und a piece of 

impious mockery; for the preſentation is ſuſtained, 
| | Sing title unto the Henefice, before à moderation 
ä - a call can be appointed, the abſardity of which 

beggars all deſcription, - Moreover, when the ſham- 

call is moderated, it paſſeth in the juilicatoty for 's 

good and relevant call, when perhaps the: bnudredth 

, Perſon in the pariſh dogs not ſubſeride iti and ninety- 

nine out f every hundred are reſblyved; upon gevd 
resſons if they eould be heard, never to ſubmait un- 
to the miniſtry of the preſentee. But a call from n 
mimnnity # ho call at alf "necording 2 all che prineiples 
of common ſenſe, to ſay hothing dic ve Kerb 
Preſbyterian church: goverbment, bun are 
quite verturned .:: 

And now; does, che law of patro .oblige the 
* Juditatories of che church to act in this manner? 
does it lay them under ſuch an bapleſs; neceſſity? 
Nothing Jels! otherwiſe, the law of patronage bet 
heved to be interpreted into a law oyerthrowing the. 
hole of Freſbyterian church · government iſhed 
by dawn the law of patronage behoved to be locked 
on as an index - atorius to all the laws made 56 
fa vours of the churel of Scotland It 745 1 2 a ö 
But the terms in which the law of 


years. It as been ordinary, however, at all times, 
with judges, to whom the execution of laws bas 
13 ente to- . them in 1 8 rid we 

| | u 5 „ 


— 
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iis &. nt 5 at re i «a a —— 


— fd em oa MS Qs i rl © 


| hangs, bs 

' conceived, forbid us to think that the civil legifla- 
ture intended, that the, call of the Chriſtian: people 
| ſhould be laid aſide, as has been done theſe many 


8 the law, and with the conſtitution. But our eccle- 


the feuſe of the law, and the 


eee 
3 


( .203 ) 1 
ubjett, as much as was conſiſtent with the terms öf 


ſiaſtic judges have not ſtopped with the execution of 


the law in all its rigours, but have, in the exceſs of 
_ their godly. zeal, overturned the legal eſtabliſhment 
of Preſbyterian church- government. If the eccleſi- 
aſtic judicatories had calmly and fairly compared and 
interpreted the law of patronage, with the act of 
parliament, Seſſ. 2. Parl. 1. of King William and 


Queen Mary, ratifying the Confeſſion of Faith, and 
ſottling Preſbytarian government, according to act 


114. Pad. 12. James VI. anno 1592; and if they had Wi 
interpreted the firft by the laſt, (as all —— acts 1 


ought to. be interpreted by the fundamental 
which. the conſtitution is ſettled); then they 
have found, they were under no neceſſity to ener- 
vate the ratification of the Confeſlion of Faith, and 
the ſettlement of Preſbyterian church-goverament, 
by-excluding the call from the majority en : 


in order to execute the law of patronage. | 
That law only obliges church. judicatories, in the 8 

; tems of the 4 mentioned act of parliament, to re. 
ceius and admit whatever QUALIFIED miniſter is preſented 


by. his ar lay- pat runs. But what is it that 
conſtitutes any 2 ualifed miniſter, in the eye of that 
law that, eſtabli 7terian church-governs, . 
ment ? Is not the call of the people the very thing? 
Can a miniſter be qualified te ©. a. pariſh, according to 

common ſenſe of man- 


But our church . to their — 


| proach, bave ideas-of miniſterial qualifications very , 
Agerent from theſe, which other men have formed. 


either from the law, or the goſpel, or the dictates of I 
common ſenſe. . Certainly reaſon conſpires with ex. 


perience, to give the moſt ſenſible proof, that the - : 
man cannot be qualified to lead 500 or 1900 people. 


to - rank who * to do it. not only wich- 


2 ; Naa Y 
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Dots but againſt their conſent; and who appafently 
knowsnas little abont heaven, and the way to it, as 


any he undertakes to guide; elſe, he wauld never 
bave gone fo far out of that way bimſelf, i in the very 


manner of his entrance upon his important office. The 


law holds no man qualified for a pariſh in Scotland, 
dut he that is ſo according to Preſbyterian principles; 
of which number, if I am not greatly miſtaken, this 


is one, that he de at leaſt agreeable to his flock, and 


have their conſent to feed them. And as for the 
goſpel, it ſays plainly, that a man is not qualiſied 


to be a ſpiritual ſhepherd, except he ſhall enter by the 
daor z except his flock hear his voice . and. except 


they noc his voice. And-it further gives it, as mark- 
ing the character of an unqualified ſhepherd, that his 
| flock will not follow him, but will flee from kim . But 
- - theſe holy doctors proudly differ in their ſentiments 
and — from their MasrER. A gentleman in black 
is tufſficiently well qualified: for any paxiſh in Scot- 
land, if he has been ſe happy as to catch a 
tion * · it matters not a fart 
preſented unto the preſbytery, within the ſpace of fix 
months after the death, or tranſportation of the for- 
mer incumbent; though, perhaps, it was procured as 
5 many years befdre, by methods not altogether unlilee 
What nie and ſqueemiſh people call ſimony. 
Farther, the law of patronage does not evacuate 
= intrinfic power of church judicatories, and 
Sther laws relating unto that law, which makes the 


5 culariy act 7. Parl. 1. James VI. appoints; that if any 
difference ſhall ariſe, betwixt the patron and the ſu- 
2 — 2 Now: podlets. all their 


1 —— of the province, and from-them unto the ge- 


out appeal. 0 g. 
hex. 0 ea ue 4 
F e Thus, 
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how or when: It is 


.* geheral.. aſſembly the derniet court of appeal; parti- | 


| ; — nn it ne 1 ayer 


ns g ns gr 0s 


— 


. 


Thus, the — have | ſufficient 
| * powers: lodged wich them by law, to clude the great- 
eſt evils that the law, of patronage can be ſuppoſed: 
to be fraught with. The church · judicatories are un- 
der no manner of neceſſity to appoint the ſettlement. | 
of any preſentee whatſoever, who has not the con- 
ſent: _ regular call of the majority of the Chriſtian 
. And in caſe the patron does not preſent one, 
the: ſpace: of {ix months, who is qualified ac. 
to: Preſbyterian principles; i. e. one WhO is 
2 eeable unto the people; — they have au- 
thority by lay: to claim, and uſe the jus devolutumy. | 
allowed of by law, in all ſuch caſes, without the hazard 
of being made accountable before any civil tribunal; 
for from the wy of the aſſembly there is no appeal 
in ſuch a cauſe. 
More! the gerierdl afſembly, ſo long 28 her intrin- 
fic ecclefiaſtic authority is ſecured by law, has autho- 
_ rity to make what IND regulations — finds 
neceſſary, providing they are agreeable to the ſacred {| 
canon, and the. — of the country. Hence, ſhe has 
cart eg make ſuch laws, as would _ 
* — he noxious inluence of i 
— in ſome meaſure. t not — 9 
affembly ! have, long fince, paſſed an act, * 
| probationgrs for the miniſtry, under eccl a 
from receiving x preſentation unto any —— un 
til he ſhould : be called unto the holy miniſtry by the 
votes of the majority in the pariſh to which the be- 
neſice ? Such an act as this would have pre- = 
vented, at leaſt, ſome of the evils that have attended Wm 
the execution of the law of patronage.» And ſo tar 
| the Was warran | 
— powers ſecured to her nay Tea, a 
far would ſuck an act have been from being a contu- MW 
macious attack upon the law of patronage, and tha. 
authority of x that t would have been na 
more than an effectual and neceſſary method of res 
png Ny n unto a n; 
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2 with: Arber las of undpeakatile greater 3 
; the aw eſtabliſhing Preſbyterian churcli-government : | 
and. certainly the never intended that they 
ſhould:thwart one another, whatever ſome particu- 
lar perſons then, or fince, might have deſigned. 
But, alas! has ever the general aſſemb afferted 
her {intrinſic powers in favours of the Chriſtian 
people, · powers, that the law of patronage never 
could, and never was intended to take from her? 
Her mighty feats upon this head may be ſoon- wrote 
on a ſiſn · ſcale! Rather, has ſhe not, by an uninterrupt- 
ed ſeries of actions, for the ſpace of near half a cen- 
tury, been treading down. the legal eſtabliſhment of 
Preſhytery, in e e ee patronage ? 
| has the not uſed the very authority which the par- 
liamentary eſtabliſhment of Prelbytery has honoured 


the inſtitutions of God, and overthrowing 


1 the truth af. facts, which. have been but too ſeverely 
_ felt nos: the. nation] But, as if all this was too 
4 little, 2 ſpice af hy pocriſy muſt be 2 
| in pet grievance; and the members of the 
naſſembiy curdially join. in ſolemn agnual:addrefles to 
Heaven for redrets 
nerable body give ſimple people, who know not but 
to peak the fimple; tmatb, too much mom to fay, 
that there are overy. year more diſſenting hearts from 
ſuch petitions, than there ha va been diſſenting voices 
from any violent ſettlement that has been voted in 
the. ably hamle,” theſe twenty years paſt. - 
pray l what * men ſay ? is it not elf. ovident, 


: 3 —— are rendered incapable of 
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ber With, to raze that very eſtabliſhment, by ovrr- 
of the Chriſtian people? Who can doubt 


whereas the ſentences of that ve- 


And 


dat the g look law of patron- 
„ K bleſſing; that over Heaven 'rained 
—— ? What elie mean 


the ſentences paſſed againſt the Reverend Beef. Bu 
> paridh on the 


voardooraomnmnQg toy. Dong gas wo 0 


the 
A — them An (120 


0 "OOO - "ON 
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greateſt 43inthems wein orale judges could. 
Thus it is made pretty * that the — 


in the” preſont coclefiaftic | Tadminifiration; have very {| 
far putibot and tranſgreſſed the bounds of the las 


of patronage; in their etecution of that law. ;J hall” | 
now proceed, | 


- SECONDLY, To ſhew, that the law being ptriledi into 
the ſervice of high church-men's defpotic meaſures; 


at has boen declared above, —.is matle an engine to 


overthrow tho whole of reformation. +: 


It has been made ſufficiently plain aimady, that the = 


execution of the law of patronage has fatally fps 
phaiiteil the legal eſtabliſhment: of Preſbyterian go- 
vern ment, which eſteema 2 very 
— — the n — But this is wds 
for, Progh Ha l Yo $0 een 
The patent method of exeanting the law; af pal "4 
overthrows the whole fabric of the refurma - 


aſtabliſbetl church the leaſt ſemblance uf identity 


with that church, whoſe model is drawn in her hooks | 


of diſcipline, and ber conſeſſtons of faith; except in 
ſo far aschen nnjoy the ſame- benofices,' "an; 
Poſſeia, Lh ſaid profane; the ſame ulpits. 


ry of all her churches fut purity of do- 
trins, for the moſt exalt Graplicity in her worſhip) 
for. well regulated Chriſtian liberty ãn her model of 
diſcipline and government, and for the moſt undiſ- 
guiſdd piety in her miniſters and members. What 
ever were the private ſantiments of King! Jones VI 
he for once ſpaks the truth, as welb as the declared 


ſentiments of the learned and pious in the reformed: Y} 
churches, when 15 
with his zyes.to hepven, he bleſſod God he was born ⁵ 
in the ſincereſt, ſpureſt] church in the world; that af 


and lifting up his hands 


Geneva not excepted; But, alas! the alloy'of eccleft- 


ale — hath adulterated our gold, and hat! 
= # ere per 4 


5 han — ry ot the Scot Sun th, 6s be | 


cw) 


- — ak; fine gold. 1 has laid a Foundation 
for a total, and has already 'introducedia'partial re- 
turn of all the groſs errbrs,. the monſtrons'1dolatrics, 
the accurſed tyrannies, ànd the ſhocking profanlties 
which conſpire to form and mark the character of the 
1 ol | harlots, and alt abominatiqns'' of the 


05 — The preſent eccleſiaſtit a adeiniſiration has o- 
| ſluice for an inundation of all the groff- 
f the Romiſh church; yea and of errors 
which th that church profeſſeth be Elf too delicate to 
5 wry en too ende, even ſo much as to 


be principle pou which the pre preſent -wethod of 
s. executing the law of patron — — is not only one 
— — church, but is th teem- 
ing ſtock out of which all her other many 
AY branches, raiſe their towering heads. The Romiſh 
: hk ines herſelf to be ed of a pleni 


itude 
of ecclefiaſtic power; to diſpenſe with che divine laws 
| and ordinances, at 


ie and to add unto, or di. 
miniſd from the inſtitutions ef God; by framing ec- 
 elcfiaſticlaws, Which-i in their nature, ne 'fap- 

| plant. the obligation of the divine law” he: 89 
Tience, This plenitude of authority, fn 

' lacked up ſafely i in the breaſt of her viſible denk th 
| s at Rome, the devil's vicegerent there. 
*Fhis is the power, · this is the error, that has hatch- 
ed all the docttinal hereſies, _— ee 
Cons which ure to be found in the ſkirts of the ſcarlet 
eoloured whore, This is the root of that tree, whoſe 
branches” have” ſpread themſelves far and wide, and 
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| Has afforded: a: retreat: for; . unclean” . | q 
many centuries. e ne bon | * 
E Ahe vn given at the happy zen be the refor- 1 


mation, to hew down chat tree; to cut down' its 
branchen, to ſhake off its leaves, and to ſcatter its 
fruit. But alas even then; like the tree to which 
Þ 856-5 Mons were-left in the e = 
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en 


— +» 
4 


- 2 3 


- 
92 * , 


- 
1 


* 8 


Bind their on burdens, in its room, v 


_—_— OP extent of their 


ELF rr 


D 


Ci 
watts undder 4 band of iron and braſs, the band of 
tivil authority reſumed by the civil magiſtrate. 


principle of a plenitude of diſpenſing power is yet 


deeply rooted in the earthy hearts of the proud ſons 
of Diotrephes. It is - this, e that has been 
teeming with all the acts o 


,many years, in Scotland, It. is this. identical Prins 
ciple that has torn the church of Scotland into 


Mis has ſown, the ſeeds of diflentign in cities and 
1 


res; has miſerably diſturbed the peace of families 


and' to ſum it up in one word, has ſooſed the hond: | 
and untwiſted t d 


e ſtrongeſt cords of all religious an 
civil ſociety. It is this principle that has raiſed Hl | 
minds of ſych as it inſpires above the obligation 


the divine law, as the rule of. their own I 0 ? 


and higher fill | to attempt to looſe the obligation 


ſpiritual tyranny, over | 
the underſtandings and copſciences. of men, thelg F 


that law from off the .conſciences. of others, an 11 * 


=, ba. 


x It has been ohſerved already, that the 

of chureh · men reacheth no farther 85 Ko 
nmiſſion re 
further, than to obſerve, and to teach others to: Ohe 
ſerve, a things that us whom the FaTyzy hath.j 


WE > '4 


LE. | 


veſted oth all authority, hath commanded. A 177 | 


has been proyeg, that the apbitles taught the 
et to chooſe their church · officers by. the joing 
of the members; and it will not be contro 


ens des che apoles: obtained mercy to be. phe 


1 . modern doctors of the people orn to be 


5 the dupes of apoſtolical example, Ya aviſhly 4 


ollow the antiquated p ts of the goſpel, or 
—— them upto. others "The general aſſembly, f 


cure under the 2 6 emboldened b dee, 


tenance of the ſtate, have declared to the world; by 
an ante coprle of oppreſſion and intrufio 
of near half 3 ceotury's length, that, they are = | 
* principle, Ach ſets N 7 above a 
E obligation 


90 1 2A. TIL 
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bligation to obferve the ordinance of Chr 
mentioned. It is ſet entirely aſide, and | oe land 
„for the patron's preſentation: is bolier than it; 
200 the inter̃eſt of the Patron greater than the autho- 
fity of feſus Chriſt. Let the preſentee be blind, deaf, 
a Quin, » Sadducee, Phariſee, or publican, Heathen 
or n; it is Al a circurnance: He is a gentle- 
Tan, ech none gan qu ueſtion, Who knows chat a 
=== as neceffariſy infers chat character, as a 
aced coat, a ſword; and a de, do that of ers 
_ oh therefore he muſt be r of damed: © 5 
It is true, the esel e Parade wuſt be * 
F obſerved. A brother mult be appoitited to mode- 
rate in à call: but. it is all a circumſtance whether 
ay or any ſubſcribe” it. His learning muſt allo be 
trie 1555 it " Row ye eqleſs this? Who tan doubt the 
85 f the "ge tleman's - parts and education, 
Ds has Nig addrefs to procure a preſentation? In 
Fd þ this folemn farce may be omit- 
2 7 etter grace, and "with infinitely 
God and his church, than 
'performe "3 Yr the ſenſeleſs rites of Homer's 
12323 When Wet to immolate "their deſtined vic- 
tims at their altars, were much more conſiſtent with 
F common ſenſe, than theſe - ſolemn mimickries, bur 
.  chnrchmen obferye, when they are about to covſe- 
crate à brother.. 
r principle of 2 diſperifing g power defect but 
be che prolific ſource of ry 2 evil; eſpe 
any when theſe in whoſe * it ſits brooding, are 
A of the countenance of civil authority. The 
9 95 which is ſuperior unto the obj of 
elivivelaw3 in one inſtance, cannot but be in every 
| Inſtance, when they who are veſted with it, find it 
1 to exerciſe it. The conſequence would 
25 = rhe defcription. To vſe the expreſſion of a 
rated author; The canon law, the decrees of 
Popfſh counſels, the bulls of popes; the holy office 
. 3 Ge ee. Se. are O mare-thar the 
ns Fe | principle 
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ds 4he biſbop of Rome, when ſuch a principle is the | 


from Trent, or from Edinburgh.” 


chooſe their own paſtors, and to obey the author rity 
el Chriſt therein; and impowering patrons (whether 


 grice, forbidding the good people ta read their Bibles, 
8 & chat may. 56.26 
to pleaſe the dule, or the earl. I fee nothing 7 


rox, from diſcovring its youthful vigoura hy { 


ancient throne; and to the handür 


if they heſitated one moment about it? 
ty differenct can an ordinaty underſtat — 


between precluding Chriſtians the uſe of ont ori- 
tance, and the uſe of another? Has not Chriſtians 


All things are your 
abunced the nim, _ the * wh 


C us ) 


— of a diſpenſin g power ſpreading itſelf nts ity 
own proper branches, Like caufes will always pro» 
duce ſimilar effects, It is all a trifting circumſtance 
whether one or many ſit in the temple of God, exer | 
cifing this power. A council is as much antichriſt, 


baſis of their decrees, It is not a farthing matter, 
vrhether they are dated from Conſtance, or nen F | 


A bull is already iſſued by this diſpenſing pow 
has had its proper effect in many hundreds c 
ſtandes, forbiding Chriſtians, under pain of virtual 
excomthunication from the eſtabliſhed church, to 


Epiſcopalians, or Deiſts, or-Preſbyterians, it is n 
matter of conſequence), to chooſe the pri 
means of falvation for them. The next year, an ec. 
dleñlaſtic interdiq / may paſs, with tolerable , mat: 


the Bitter rdot of the deſpotie Ectleſtaſtic' 1. bie, 


forth ſuch a branch, but the bands of weinand: 
which are ſcrewed down upon it. A act ob 8 


ment is only wanting, to reſtord 1 S — 


* 
* ——— . 1! ² . . our Am + wo 


ad the mother of devotion. Our nc 
are already prepared to Execute it! W 
wonder? could they be conſiſtent 


yr pgs 
—— 


as good a right to chooſe their own thinifters; as to 
read their Bibles * ? Has not the ſame mouth vttered, 
rs, whether. Paul: or Apol las, that pro- 


ry 


1 
Shorter eatechifm teaches us, that the reading, but 
eſpetially the preaching of the divine word, is à mean 
bf ſalvation; which is ſufficiently ſupported by Paul's 
aſfertion Faith cometh by hearing. But our eccleſi- 
aſtic maſters have removed the eſpecial mean al- 
ready; for I defy all the world to prove, that one 
can preach lawfully, without a lawful miſſion; and 
dete cat be no lawful miſſion, without a lavfui call; 
à call conform to the apoſtolic platform already de- 
93 Wherefore, if the eſpecial mean is laid aſide, 
ſee no feaſon, Why the ſame authority may not, 
within equally good grace, ſuperſede the neceflity of 
tte other, the readivg of che ſcriptures, But this 
ieee 07 20% we hg ng 
It 18 to tibtour; that the deſpotir ee of the 
_ vilethbly, have opened a breach in the wall of the 
, chvrch;' by which legions of errors and hereſies have 
marched without reſiſtence into the citadel of mount 
Non; herefies Which never invaded- the church of 
Home abtichriſtiah| without the moſt formidable; Ido 
— Vor the moſt commendable reſiſtence, port her 
, ' wr 22 ti as 1:7. 10.5393 $14 & 
In the Shack of Roine, indeed, ithe Pope's "BUY 
1 authority does reach unto à ſuper- 
0 Ledde uf che obligation of the divine law in many 
- -inftayces ;/but he does not extend that authority but 
to a determinate degree. And even then that fame 
authority: binds all the ſeveral ranks of inferior ſe- 
Culan clergy unto an exact . in a cnftuin 
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A medley, ly true, partly falſe. 
1 br depelie Hine penlng power of of the aflembly tl 
3 knows.no boündst except What are ſet unto it by | . cl 
the ciĩuil magiſtrate. It duspenſos with; the admiſſion cl 
ef men unto the office of public teachers in the th 
church, who are hot only notoriouſly leavened with pe 
dhe errors of Pelagius, which they have in common ri 
with their brethren of the Romiſfi religion; but alſo | -id 
5 With the blaſphemies of Arius and Socinus. I hope T7 
pa 


Ale — mb is not 99 by * law exilt- 
3; <1: 35 . ing, 
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ing, to admit men of ſuch principles unto facred oſſi- 
ces: yet it is matter of notoriety, that it is done. 
Therefore, who and what are to be er 1s no 
myſtery,” even to the moſt ignorant. | 
It cannot be ſaid; that the general aſſembiy 2 
be blamed, ſo long as ſubſcriptions to the Confeſſion 
of faith are required of intrants; for facts are too 
ſtubborn to be confuted. Such have entered; and 
ſuch are ſuffered to continue in the poſſeſſion of their 
benefices and pulpits, after they have diſcovered 
themſelves to be ſo tinctured; even when others hade 
been turned out of their livings, and degraded from 
their office, for no other fault than faithfully-abet- 
ting che doctrines of the reformation, and withſtand- 
ing the entrance of ſuch as are declared ad vocates 
for the contrary errors. Therefore ſuch muſt be ſup» } 
poſed not to have ſubſcribed at all; or, if they have, 
to have rendered themſelves ſeven times more the 
children of deceit, than if it had not been done: and 
the aſſembly, though ſhe may roll the guilt of their 
-extrakce upon the intrants themſelves,” muſt yet ſhare 
52 them the guilt of their continuance in their ol ä 
73110 271, 1 
-;\(2;) The reformation of: the 8 osten in a 
great meaſure in vindicating her ſpiritual liberty, | | 
Againſt the unreaſonable e of gigantic tyranny, 
dominecring with a lawleſs ſway over the conſtiences 
of men. It is well known, tyrannical impoſitions 
were the firſt. occaſions of, and motives unto A re- 
formation, both at home and abroad. Rut , 
this part of the reformation is overturned, while the 
chief engine of tyrannical oppreſſion, a ben om | 
church - adminiſtration, ſupported and en d by 
the ſmile of civil authority, has again made its ap- 
pearamce. And God knows, the poor oppreſſed pa- 
Tiſhes through North Britain know; at has not deen + 
idle theſe thirty years. ö 
lt has been already proved, chat all the right which 
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Sein ruck up between their . the 
Roman ichergy; Who had before enſtaved the con- 


lands and domations. This was a part of the Roman 
trafick, which our reformers abjured, and an engine 
| of oppreſſion, againſt which all the reformed church- 
Es dechared their àbhorrence. But our: cedlefiaſtic 

| matzagers have. recognized the old, reitten, illicit, 
 Hrnoniacab rights of patrons, fences hundreds of 
acts of ' iffetably; The eceleſiaſtic authority of the 
mother, to:fell the rights of the Chriſtian people; is 
& forinally-approved of and homologated by thc — 
. ter, while fre holds the Bargain tobe good, and the 

| right obtained thereby, to be inſinitely preferable un- 
ep ay which Chiiſt has diſponeud untb his 
And now]; where is the difference between 
ede church of Rome and the church of Scotland, at 


Aion where is Iweet liberty they live no mort 
The ancient popiſh ſeizute df the Chriſtian rights of 
- the church is now juſtified; and legitimmted by: dint 
of ecclefiaſtic authority---And more! the Chriſtian 


— that uiſjuſt ſeizure; / 

ö ea — chutches received the Geßgus- 

then of reformed; chiefly from tlie ſurpriſing reform- 

Mien of manners; which: was fo bravely attempted, 

and fo. — — all "ailnks of per- 
ns. 


4 2 It was that which gave the alarm to 
An Blamiltoh,' a Wiſhart; atid k K 


dd, And in- 


thy noblemen and gentlemen of that peri 
. Giced ther tbi/fifks their-worldly all, for the teſtue 


4 A 80 foom 25 the Gl- 
P R 5 | Ps. 
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fttrienceb of Chriſtians, had ſpbiled theni of their Chri- 
- tian rights, and then diſpoſed of them for church- 


toaſt in this headimg point? Where is boaſted refdrm- 


b Degrees ebnen eres = = wy 


. me brought under all the direful ald tyran- | 


e Abi 68 aid-vferpation carty 
d chern . e an to the truth, 
5 — a> 

. "ano and lait y; white its 


with the wor- 
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make, . when he ſolemuly declares in the 
_—_ my God and his church, that zcal 


Bod, and love unto men, aue the chief motives 


( is ) 
wer of the Pope had ſpbyerted: the 


nog 
lite---profanity, under every hideous ſhape, entered. 


And now, as =—_ ancient diſpenſing power is reviveds 
and tyranny, with his ancient chains and other en- 


gines of flavery, has made his appearance once mare, 
18 it to be expected that the fame. conſequences: 


ſhall not follow? Shall not the abſence of the ſun's) 


rays produce darkneſs to-mozrow's evening, 2s well 


as to-night ? Was it ever known, fince the world had 
2 being, that tyranny. civil or religious produced p 


any but the moſt alarming effefts ? That moment: 
men are obliged under civil, as well as eccleſiaſtic 
penalties, to Pin, their underſtandings and conſciences 
unto a rich man's ſleeve, and to be edified and faved 
by a miniſter of another perſon's chooſing, it is high 

e to take the alarm. Spiritual tyranny has already. 


foon follow. 
Win follow The ee fipt from me unavwares, 


Alas! that aa ws: monker has eptered e | 


For,” 14141 * 21 5 
4 VENAIL. clergy 8 Hine — upon tho 


fill the pulpits. s are formidable proofs. How 


is it poffible to entertain a more charitable thought? 
Is not the manner of their entrance a ſuſſicient OP 
cation and confirmation of the melanch 
Is it poffible that a man who thruſts hi 


— _—_ 
pariſh, againſt their conſent, and in ſpite of all their 
— ſerious remonſtrances, edify that people; or 

ve 


What a ludicrous and profane figure muſt fuch a 


9 — undertaking the office of the holy miniſtryll 


right 
then ignoragce, with its conſtant fate 


— — 
% 


entered: Ignorance, —_ the . N Vo with ; 


Men, in whoſe thoughts the ſalvation of fin- 
bears no oe ey their wealth and — 5 


zught in his eye and heart but the benehee? 
— 


ae * 9 24 2 


” 


(ws) 


mach a ſalethn and public lie! Can W 
be ſuppoſed to remain long among the people, when, 
their-ghoſtly guider are the ring. leaders in deceit, and 
enter their office with à lie in their mouths?: 

Simon and venality generally walk hand in bund - 

It is now no rare thing to find pulpits filled with 

men, who have purchaſed a recommendam unto their 

benefices; by good deeds done, or to be done, by 
them or their friends, unto the patron or his friends. 

How often has 3 8 word ſpoken in my lord's ear, 

in fabours of an expectant, procureg. 2 vote 

for a member of — Lita 

All this has paved the way for-the entrance of an 
16X0RANT-> clergy.” Whatever progreſs the liberal 
ſciences have made in Great, Britain, tod few of our 
clergy, of the younger ſort, have any reaſon to boaſt 
cl their advances in theſe branches of learning, which | 

* are” e K. and ornamental unto a miniſter of the 
goſpel. It is ſeldom the — 0 K of a modern candi- 

| cee holy miniſtry, to be poſſeſſed of, and to 
improve theſe gifts which are calculated to edify the 

people. They well know, the road unto preferment 

| 8865 not lie in that way. Experience has taught 
them a much eaſier, and a much more effectual me- 

thod, which ſome have eee ame 

5 ced to the rules of art. 

When ignorance of the m yſteries of che goſpel be- 

comes the characteriſtic of any number of clergy- 

men, it would be very extraordinary, if PROFANITY. | 

had not a ſhare in forming and marking their cha- 

racter. Candidates are appriſed, that the way to pre- 
ferment is not the ſtraight way to heaven. There- 

| fore, while they are the humble and baſhful grace. 

fayers-i1 in- the laird's family, they learn to wink at the 
ed vices: of the polite- and the gay. And 
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when they commence public teachers, the Chimes I: 
are eternally rung upon piety, virtue, c. hile the be 
true idea which theſe trĩte and much ne 't] 
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In- fine, all this has introduced a -juſtly, contemne$ 
miniſtry into the church. The manner of their en- 
9 a foundation for the utmoſt and moſt 
laſting contempt amongſt all ranks of men, The baſeg 
and paraſitical compliances with, or connivance at 
the follies and 'vices of ſuch as they hope one day tq 
be advanced by, gives an uncurable wound uata 
their reputation, before they have formed any cha- 
racter in the world. Common honeſty and ſincerity 
receive ſuch an wound by their diſſimulation at their 
ordination, that men of honour and probity cannog © 
but deteſt the aſſaſſins, The obligations they muſt . ! 
neceſſarily come under, unto the patron, or his friends, 
in order unto the getting a preſentation, tie them 
up all their lifetime to connive at the vices they _ 

ſhould reprove, and flatter the man they ſliould re- 

buke. Hence, theſe in the lower ranks of life grow _ 
bold in fin; and learn to ſet at nought the admoni- 
tions, as well as the perſon, of the pariſh, cenſor, |} 
_ Thus the greateſt beauty of the reformation is de- 
faced. Inſtead of an orthodox, learned, laborious, |} 
lively, pious, bumble, holy, ſelf-denied, and ex, 
emplary miniſtry ; the pulpits are filled, and pariſhes _ 

Ae ceſſed, with an ignorant, indolent, dead, grace» - 
lies, erroneous, ſaucy, ſelf-conceited ſet ' of incum» _ 
bents, who.know nothing but to make any pious mi- 
I vpviſter yet amongſt them, the butt of their moſt un- 

genteel buffoonry ; and, however well they are qua- 
Rec to ring the oratorial chimes, with all the mu- 

fical cadence of a Seneca, upon virtue and diſintg- 

reſted benevolence, are far enough from ben © | 
emplary in the moſt ordinary ſocial virtue. But, 2. 
las! have the direful effects of the arbitrary meaſures 


in the aſſembly ſtopped. here? — 


N 


No! the bitter fruits of it among all rant 
laity. are truly alarming; for 
IxxpElrrr has made a ſurpriſing progreſs mugs. 
5 ot 2 who. pique themſelves upon an high taſte, 


hey are educated in every thing de gay -b 


_—_ 2... Rd 
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„ is. Chrlioity, A profound ignorance of the 
Shriſtian religion is part of the character of a modern 
bean. Such are ordinarily accuſtomed to hear no- 
thing of the doctrines of Chriſtianity, except it be 
id a jeſt upon the moſt ſublime myſteries of that holy 
ligion, Weekly, indeed, they have rhetorical de- 
lai . - 30 laboured diſcourſes upon the evi- 
dences.of the Chriſtian religion; but theſe only tempt 
hem to call in queſtion the truth of that religion! 
Thy 2, becauſe the main argument is wanting; the 
divine effect of the Chriſtian religion upon the life 
of the deelaimer, Yea, the conduct of the clergy is 
| the Moſt laboured confutation of their honied ha- 
angues; for the manner of their entrance upon, and 
weh diſcharge of the moſt ſacred office, are ſufficient 
to make the moſt ſteady friend to Chriſtianity to 
Fagger; if their faith did not lean on ſome more 
_ <£onvecing arguments. 0 
IND ETIITT does not walk alone. PxOrANIT, itz 
conſtant and neceſſary attendant, ſtalks along at mid- 
day. When the aſſembly diſpenſes with the obliga- 


tion of the divine law, no wonder. their example 
E Mom de followed, Men are not fo blind, as the 
more blind charioteers of that flying vehicle, the aſ- 
fembly, imagine them to be. The vitious will 
eagerly. ſnatch at any thing, to keep themſelves in 
- countenance; and wall exultingly hug the thought, 
that all religion is a whim, a ſyſtem of prieſt-craft, 
r a mere itate-engine to fright men into flaviſh o- 
bediencę unto their rdlers. And hew convincing is 
the argument to ſuch,---that the public teachers of 
the divine law, openly break it, in order that they 
may become the teachers of it! RI 
May the Lord ſpeedily ſet bis hand again the $£conD 
time, to recover the remnant of his people which are left. 
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5 Wherein it is proved, that the law of patronage is, in the 
very nature of the thing, null: being founded in a mers 
preſumption of right on the part of the patron: and that 
: be revival of patronage is unrenſtitutional. incongruous 
unto the genius of the Bi itiſb ee f = 
| . ns men ba 

attering myſelf chat the reader has receivnd 165 
5 tisfaction, that the law of patronage is a plant 
5 — the right hand of God never planted in hig 
; vineyard; that it is entirely heterogeneous thereunts; 
and that the culture thereof is not complete, while it 
ö fafered to grow therein, and 88 its e, I 
| hall now proceed to Mews ; 2 


5 1 That the law cies, the right of ara 

unto patrons is illegal, contrary. to the eternal 
ef equity, which is the original baſis of all civil laws 
whatioever ; conſequently, * — it is null eee 
to. the nature of the:gs. And, | 
. That the law of patronage is altogether unco 
fzeutional, inconſiſtent with the nature of the Brig 
{SET anc eminently JANESIOW: thereunto- 


| The . mays perhaps, be not a little pn ohh 
at the freedym of theſe propyfetions ; hut no wiſe man, 
upon the {malleſt reffection, can ever think, that 
ö . any human law, civil or eccleſiaſtic, can make that 
. to be legal, w e the divine law, natural or, NaN 
ed, hath made illegal. It ſhall not be ſo amang vo 18 
more than ſufficient to overturn the ſegality of any 
- law whatſoever, which inveſts * W 
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man, n a lordly dominion over the underſtandings 


| ang ktonſeiences of others; eſpecially, in what near- 


\ 


concerns their ſalvation, or damnation. What is 
eterogeneous unto the nature and conſtitution of 
"the Chriſtian church, can never be-deemed legal and 
obligatory among Chriſtians; nay, nor- amongſt men: 


for the frame of the Chriſtian church, as Chriſt hat 


drawn it, is inconſiſtent with no rule of equity, be- 
longing to the policy of any well governed kingdom 
on earth. What overturns the conſtitution of Chri- 
ſtian churches, can never be conſtitutional in any 
kingdom that has embraced the profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtianity. In a word, What reduceth the church of 
Chriſt to a ſtate of flaviſh ſubjection unto the deſpo- 
Am of ambitious eccleſiaſtics; and unto a power, 1 


do not fay given to them, but aſſumed by them, e- 


Jually intolerable, and of the fame evil tendence 
With that, which our fathers of the ſixteenth. centu- 
17 groaned tobe delivered from, and bravely ſhook 


off . can never be acceptable unto, or deemed le- 


by their Proteſtant deſcendents. ö 
HhHefore I proceed to a more particular proof of che 
above propoſitions; 1 beg leave to lay down the fol- 


lIowing poſtulates, which ſeem to carry their own evi- 


dience along with them. 


Poul. 1. The law reſtoring the right of preſenta - 
tion unto patrons, did not inveſt them with any 


: New, or diſtin right from that which they had, or 
$ Fea of to have had, prior unto the reformation. 


t gave them no new one, It poſſeſſed them of a 
Fus in re, upon the ſuppoſition that they were actual 
and rightfully poſſeſſed of a jus ad rem, as the de- 
Icendents, or heirs of ſuch as had ü e the right 
of rang under Popery rx. 

ul. 2. Any law whatſoever, which is founded 
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he act of parliament 1711 reſtored the ſuppoſed rig ht, 


von a Ir of a falſe ports ag of right, « cea-· . 
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feth to oblige, or is null, according to the nature” of 
the thing .. 

whe ſhall now proceed unto the proof of e 22 

I ProrosrT1ON. The law of patronage is illegal; 
and conſequently null. | 

By the ſecond poſtulate, every law which is found- 
of upon a miſtake, or upon a falſe preſumption of 
right, overturns the eternal law of equity; and conſe- 
quently, it is ille al and null, according to the na- 
ture of things. But the law of patronage is found- 
ed upon a very falſe preſumption of right. The le- 
giſlature, 70 to the firſt poſtulate, did not 
create, by the act reſtoring patronages, any new right, 
and inveſt patrons with it; but ſuppoſed them to 
have the right of preſentation; and reſtored unto them 
the zxerciſe of it, which was taken from them by 
td parhament in the former reign. But patrons 
never had, and never could have, at any time, the 
right of prefentation, This wil appear from the 
following conſiderations. 

\FixsT, The advowſon, or Hight 'of preſentation, 
| Which was the only thing to which the patron' was 
originally intitled, was ceded, or ſold by ſuch as 
could make no legal conveyance thereof, nor 
any legal title thereunto. Conſequently, the 1 
parliament is made upon a falſe preſumption of 5a | 
| and right; and is null. n 
It is an undoubted truth, that the Chriſtian people 
N enjoyed their right of providing for their own edifi- 
| 0s without ever having their right called in que 
ſtion, for the ſpace of the firſt eight or nine centu- 

ties of Chriſtianity. It is a matter of the moſt fla ä 


* Viam nobis reperiendi naturali veritati pandit, quod de His 
vi, atque eſſicacia, omnium ferme conlenſu, receptum eſt; ut flex 
odetur in pi eſumptione aliqua facti, quod factum revera ita ſe non 
habet, tunc ea lex non obligat, quia veritate, faQi deficiente, defi= 
eit totum legis* fundamentum. ret & far. B. of P. Lib. ul. 1 


Cab. xi. Seck. 6. c 
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U 


e 


LES 


. as men believed that they were to be ſaved, or damn- 

ed in perſon. But ſo oon as they had been perſua- 
. ded, 4 their ghoſtly guides, to ſurrender their un- 
Fe, and con ſciences unto them; ignorance, 


— in the minds of men, through the un- 
wearied diÞgence of the crafty prieſts ; people no 
longer believed i in their Bibles, but in their prieſts, ;-- 
the pype had taken his ſeat in the temple of God; 
bis gorgeous train had filled the temple; and 
A the. reſt of mankind had become his proper goods 
and chattels: then the Chriſtian people, ſufficiently 
brutalized by this time, loft. all, property in their 
perſons, relations, friends, eſtates, underſtandings 


Fonſciences, liberty, rights ſacred as well as civ 1 


a became a valuable and, vendible commodit 
hands of trading prieſts; the money. change 
e temple had both a market and a merchant Rady 
for every article of their holy ſpoil, 


: Accordingly, the rights of the Chriſtian people to 


- chooſe their own ſpiritual 1 FB a commodity 
too, valuable to be ſuffered to lie long upon hand; 
We it was not ſolid enough to be made a dinner 

of it hehoved to be bartered. _ Accordingly | a fale 
Having, been reſolved upon, by the. conſent of. the 
ndr and company of holy traders, the rights of 
the people were advantageouſſy diſpoſed of, or vaſt 


I Decken, the beſt lands, and for incredible ſums =_ 


money z articles of exchange, very much to che 
taſle of holy mother- church. 

Thus the betooled and prieſt- ridden barons gave 
a 4 Rreat .part of their eſtates unto the church, 

7. e. the prieſts, in order to be ſaluted patron; to 
have the unſpeakable honour of paming 2 prieſt to 
enjoy the 1:enefice, which they, like fools, had ſuf- 


* themſelves to be cheated of; and to be prayed 


by name, in the church, on his birthday. 
It — had next to * prieftcraft, Seer and 


* —_—_ * 
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grant MH that this right was enjoyed as long 


erſtition, and madneis, had fully inthroned 
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fuperſtition ! What feats cannot that hefliſh threes 
headed monſter atchieve! How luſty and ſtrong has 
it grown from the time our Saviour was upon the 
earth till now! Then, it was only capable of deygur- 
ing widows houſes; hut mow, whole lordſhips, yea, 
kingdoms do not fatisfy its craving maw! Civil 
and religious A. el go down at one ſwallow; 
without a ſtrain; while the new created patron 
cozened out of his eſtate, and the Chriſtian people, 

alled out of their religious rights, ſand gaping 
and adoring the DEvoureR! 

Let us now inquire into the legality and validity 


of this doughty n. between the patrons and 


the prieſts. The anſwers to the following queries 
will ſufficiently expoſe the accurſed cheat. 

1.) Were the befooled ignorant people fo far fur 
Juris, as to diſpoſe lawfully of their aderfiandingh 
and conſciences, and cede their Chriſtian rights un- 
to the clergy, that they night make the beſt market 

of them they could? 1 
No Proteſtant, in this age of liberty will aſſert it 
in words. Yet we could name a certain body of 
clergymen, who take it for granted, that they not 


only could, but actually have: and are very angry 
with the poor diſſenters of every denomination in | 
Scotland, becauſe they ſet an higher value upon 


their Chriſtian rights, than. they' would do upon 


| an chimera! But this is a piece of the craft, though 
it is not managed with ſuch dexterity, as it was 


their fathers of the Romiſh church; for they firſt 


ſoothed Samſon to a profound lep, before they ate 


tempted to cut off his hair. 
No man is at libert 4 to give up his underſtanding, 6 
and the direction of his conſcience, in the chte f 
the principal means of his falvation, any more*than 
he is at freedom, whenever he liſts, to put out his 
eyes, or cut his own throat! vs | 

(2.) Suppoſing the former queſtion ſhall denden | 
ed j in the negative; was it honeſt and lawtul for the 
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tlergy te take advantage of the ignorance. of the 
people, which they themſelves —— the principal 
authors of; to deſpoil them of their privileges as 
men and Chriſtians, in order to take them to the 
market? And had theſe ghoſtly fathers any right in 
theſe privileges thus acquired? much more, had 
they any transferable right in them? could they con- 
vey unto affother, what was not their own proper- 
ty? does not common. ſenſe, and common equity, 


All conveyance of right. neceſſarily ſuppoſes. pro- 


ty and right, on the, part of the conveyancer, 


| Hot . who gave clergymen 8 FOoperty in other 


people's underſtandings and conſciences? the people 
themſelves could not do it lawfully: and Iam ſure 
the great Aurhok of our beifig, and of the Chriſtian 
religion, never gave them any property in them, 
The apoſtles (whom all clergymen claim kindred un. 
to, and none more than theſe who are leaſt related 


to them) had no ſuch property beſtowed upon them, 


They were the ſervants of the churches, but not the 
"ſovereign lords of other peoples underſtandings, and 


| Proprietors of other mens rights. Chriſt did not re- 


deem his church from the uſurpations of Heatheniſh 
and Jewiſhpriefts, that Chriſtian prieſts might, with 
_  Impunity, inſlave them for lands and lordſhips. No 
mortal can have a property in another's underſtand- 

ing, and take the direction of his conſcience in any 


affair that reſpects his ſalvation, any more than he 


can be inveſted with God's incommunicable ſupre- 
macy. Men muſt ceaſe to depend morally upon God, 


3 before any ſet of prieſts can ſeize them for their pro- 


perty, and take them to the- market. 


| ([z.) Suppoling both the former ſhall be anſwered 
in the, negative; may it not be queried- Were the 


- patrons ſafeandjuſtifiable, at the bar of God, or of man; 

of conſcience, or of common ſenſe ; to exchange their 

Nemo con trahere poteſt de illis bonis, quæ non habet. in ſua po- 
| teſtate. Ames. de conſcien. Lib. V. Cap. xlii. Set, 37. 


— 1 „ — 


* 
* 9 


4 


® 
Suns ae ©#9f.. e ß cd Soft. cc os. % acide 


had 21% ww 4 


. — 7 —_—— (ll 


. „ mw OD 


add » 


both it and its e thould | be  biffed from the 


rudi office, or the benefice t 


«5 ) 


13 and Meir treaſures for what is not transferable 


Is the bargain valid? Is it conformable to law, reaſon, 
or Common juſtice ? Can it ſtand? What foundation 
of equity has it to ſtand upon? The poor ignorant 
prople, who are peeled and robbed of their right, 
neither did, nor could convey a right unto their un- 
derftandings and conſciences The prieſts who ſold 
theſe rights, could not acquire a right to chem thein« 
ſaves. To what title, then, in all Juftinian's code, 
is the manner in which patrons have come by their 
pretended right, to be referred ? 

(4.) Once more, was the price an equivalent for 
what was bought by patrons? Were lands and cain, 


| ſtones and mortar, an equivalent for mens eyes, un- 


derſtandings, conſciences, and falvation * - But this 
leads me to a 

Scoop conſitteration. The right of preſentation 
was ſold by the greedy prieſts unto the ontwitted 
barons, upon the execrable foundation of fimony ; - 
which not only invalidates the right, but merits that 


tSciety of men. 

Al who have wrote upon the atrocious crime of 

Nox r, generally agree in the following deſeriptions 

of it. It is a merchandiſe ſe of ſpiritual things; i. 6. 'of @& 
er 


cording to another; It is a buying, ſelling 
- ,  Theſb whee 


exchanging a foiritual thing for à temporal i. 


have given us theſe — — are indebted for — 
unto the ſtory of its firſt perpetration, 'as they are - 


. Contrafthe emptionis 2c venditionis uon habent locum in qui» 
kuſdam rebus; non quia non ſunt licitæ ac bonæ in ſe; ſed quia adeo 
bons, funt, ut pretio non poſſunt eſtimari. Ames, Lib. V. Cap. 
Ai. De confrirntin. - 

+ Eſt mercatura rerum Fpititualiam, i, e, offieil vel beneficii ſuert 
Y ſpiritus lia. Forbes, Theolog, moral. os vin. Pari. Ut. Cup. 


"+ fine peccatum eſt fimonie, emere, aut ada aut quocuoque 
modo commutare rem ſacram, vel rin pro, r 

mes. * i IT ib. IV. Cup. xki. 

If 
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w that through layi ing on of the apoſtles hands, the 
"Holy Ghoſt was given, be offered them money :----but Peter 
faid unto him, Thy money periſh with thee, becauſe thou haſt 
thought that THE GIFT OF GOD MAY BE PURCHASED 
WITH MONEY XJ. 

One would think, that one offence of this execra- 
ble kind, might have ſufliced the world for all the 
ages it has yet exiſted; eſpecially as the juſt diſplea- 

fre of Heaven was ſo ſignally and mme ma- 
nifeſted againſt the firſt offender. But, alas! what 
will not che temerity of ignorant, profane, and 
greedy prieſts pr ecipitate themſelves and others in- 
. 

The wikiors who · have given us the above deſcrip- 
tions of ſimony, agree, that it is not only committed, 
when the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt are bartered; but 
alſo; when the ſacred offices, in the execution. of 
which theſe | oo are abſolutely neceſſary, are. ſold; 
yea, when things are bought or ſold, which are fo 
annexed unto the being, or are ſo intimately connected 


I with the having theſe offices, that no perſon can be 


veſted with any of them, according to Chriſt's ap- 
pointment, without them; ſuch are election, ordi- 


nation +, Sc. 

Let us uo examine the nature 400 manner of 
the conveyance of the patron's right of preſentation. 
From this ſhort account of ſimony, we will find the 


patron's right to be founded in that deteſtable crime. 
For this end let it be conſidered, 


(1 What was ſold and bought. The ſhorteſt re- 


2 flection will ſuggeſt, that not only were things mere- 


ty connected with the gifts « of the Holy Ghoft, but 
theſe gifts themſelves were carried to the market, 


't and exchanged for glebes and manſes. For 


4 * * * 
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It. is > putably true, that all the gifts and rights 
connect with the in of ſons, are the gifts of 


Ye . 40 vill. 18. 19. 20. + Forbes: & Ames. ubi ſupra. | 
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0 8 Spirit. And it has been demonſtrated, that à 
right to a goſpel-miniſtry, and to the rational and 


conſcientious choice of the miniſters of their ſalva- 


_ «tion, belong to all the adopted ſons of God. This 


right is rapaciouſly:ſeized by a mercantile prieithood, 
and ſold unto patrops. Theſe have in one hour the 
underſtandings, conſciences, rights, and liberties ef 
Chriſt's freed men, ſurrendered up unto them. They 
may ſet up a broomſtick, if they pleate, in the put 
pits; and having got the direction of peoples eyes 


and underſtandings, have authority to get it chri- 


ſtened a prieſt, and to command the ahy brutalized 
mod, to acknowledge it for their ghoſtly father. 
Farther, the rights of adoption were -not on 
bought and ſold; but alto the gifts of the fol, 
'Ghoſt, which are conſequential unto, and neceſſarily 
"connected with the rights of adoption. The holy 


anointing of the Spirit was bought and hartered, 


— 


whereby they are enabled to know all things which 
— their faith and duty; whereby they are qua- 
Jifted' to diſcern the ſpirits, and diftinguiſh bet Veen 
truth and error; and whereby they are made capable | 

to hear the voice of Chriſt, and diſcern it from the 
voice of a ſtranger. When the clergy had precipi- 
tated men into the moſt profound ignorance and 
ſuperſtition, this unction is expoſed to ſale, and 
bought; They now take it upon them to:enter the 


Patton ſole heir to this gift of adoption. He is veſte 


eck with a ſovereign power, to know the voice of 


ed? Money, 


Chriſt for all the pariſh, to ſuperſede the- exerciſe E 
the holy unction, in every member of the church, 
and to r the Whole. And now, e 
(2.) Why ? _ Rat is this monopoly grant- a 
Nis, the equivalent. Money, not 
to be laid up in in cha le funds, or to be expended 


in pious uſes, which yet would not have altered the 


quality of the offence; but to be laid out for the 
moſt impious ends---to maintain in eaſe, luxury, and 


mo Lan retuſe of Gs creation. - O, impiety,, and 


Qz 


_ _ _ ; 
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, wowlons are commonly bought and fold amongſt 


. C8) 
!- how wicked muſt theſe · firſt ad- 
venturers have been | and how much more theſe, who, 


| acknowledging the execrableneſs of the cheat, do 
vet approve the bargain, and avail themſelves of it, 


to lay waſte the heritage of God! 
(3). Once more, this bargain, though it had Bs 
been ſimoniacal in its nature, is yet ſhockingly ſo in 


Its conſequences. It laid a laſting foundation for a 


Jens of ſimoniaca I pactions between one lay- patron 
and another; and between the patrons- and the 
clergy, of near a thouſand years duration. 'The ad- 


gentlemen; and very frequently purchaſed by thele, 
who have ſons that are to make their fortunes in the 
2 And amongſt clergymen; ſacred offices are 
ſtaple commodity, 8 they buy, and patrons 
„with a very good conſcience, and firm counte- 
ace! Yes; clergymen buy preſentations - Which 


= 100-6 to the benefice, and fo nearly congected 


with the ſacred oſſice, that as matters now ſtand, 
cannot be poſſeſſed of the office without it; and 
having it, they are intitled unto an inveſtiture in it. 


| Ready caſh is not always the moſt powerful ſimonia · 


cab bribe. - There is a tongue · bribe, and an officious 


. as well as an hand-bribe *, 


Now, according to this aug t of the caſe, it is 
amok impoſſible, that one of an hundred, who are 
preſented unto livings, can be innocent of this hor- 
* crime! What an execrable bargain maſt this have 


then been, which has been terming ſo long and ſo 


i WM "ye"? Britain, 


a2 paction ?. - We can — 
Fonſidered, in the 5 


much, with ſuch nameless iniquities; and has in- 
volved ſo many 8 in che deepelt guilt! Who 
will not ranguace the aullity, the illegality of ſuch 
7 . 8 


„Tui place, —-All the proteſtant Aates and nations, 


4 | amd. particularly, the laws of both North and South 


Avid. Ames. de cocſcientia, Lib, V. Cap. ulli. ſect. 15. qe 
Parkes, PEE Moral. Jab. VIII. Fut. H. Cap. iy. 
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| Britain, have gone before us in expreſaly declaring 
5 the nullity of the patron's right, and the illegality of 
P that execrable padion, , it 18 pretended. to 
have been acquirad. | 
None but prieſts will ever pretend to queſtion the | 
lwfalneſs of what the reforming princes did, when 


they angexed church-lands, and the lands of other re- 

i ligious houſes, unto the crown. Whatever other 

1 political reaſons crowned heads had for doing ſo; 

e che following was certainly ſufficient to juſtify them, 
- and all their adviſery at the bar of. ſcripture, rea- 
3 ſon, and conſcience, Qhurchmen had no real pro- 
» perty in them, or right unto them. Their poſſefion 
e Was mala far; for their right was null. Why? For 

8 this good reaſon; theſe lands, and other church-ap- 

8 purtenances, were traudulcatlyobtained from the laity. 

2 | Wherefore, the ſeveral: foycreigns, like thrifty anti 
h viſe œconomiſts, applied them unto the exigences of 

d the nation, as the moſt pious ule they could then be 
4, devoted unto, Pa. 
d Now a great part of theſe lands were obtained from 

&. the laity, on the account of patronages. Where- 

* Fore, if the crown, — if the parliament, if the whole 
1 nation declared, by the act of annexation, the righty 

| of the clergy unto theſe lands to be allegal, null, ani 
is (to uſe a modern word) chimerical, on account of the 

re clerical fraud, and many ways of circumvention, | 
r- by which that imaginary right was obtained; then 
ve it neceflarily follows, that the ſame act of annexa- 
ſo tion declares the nullity of the patron's right of pre- 
- ſentation, for this ſabſtantial reaſon: The adrowion, 
ho or right of preſentation, was the equivalent for the. 
ch forefited churchrlands, in the nullified in; 
18 and it Was acquired with na leſs fraud and violence 
"= exerciſed againſt the poor, innocent, and ignorant 
ns. People, on the part of the patrons, ſpirited up by 


th the mercantile ghoſtly tribe; than that by which the 
que 3 were got from the cheated. A on 


(13% * . 
Nr Pom what * been diſcourſed, it evidently ap- 
pears, how ill the right of preſentation. can be de- 
ended. It is founded in ſimony, cheat, and violence: 
pF herefore the law reitoring patronages is built upon 
2 falle preſumption of right, and ceaſeth to oblige, 
mot being founded in equity; for patrons never had, 
And never could ohtain, a defenſi ble ah, — of preſen- 
en We ow: m_— to thy! , 


1 1. "IE The low g Nine i 80 2 mel as 
-bath been proved; but it is, moreover, unconſtitutional, in- 
conſiſtent with the genius of the Britiſh government, and 
eminently dangerous thereunto, The evidence of this 
propoſition, in its ſeveral parts, ſhall Ye. attempted 

in the following particular. t [if | 
FresT,” Patronage is — A is plain, 
that the law reſtoring teme had no exſtence at 
the incorporating union. And it is farther obvious, | 
from the articles of that union, that the then preſent 
ſtate of the churches, in both kingdoms, was made | 
fundamental and unalterable in all time coming. : 

_ Yet fo it was, that, not many years after that union, 


5 * 
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the church of Scotland, which the union had found 
Free, and whoſe liberty both nations had folemnly 
bound themſelves by the moſt ſacred treaty, to pre- | 
ſerve in _ſafeguard,- -was inſla ved by an act of the 
Britiſh parliament, reſtoring that grand and grie- 
vous: engine of flavery--patronage. Thus, what 
was not many years before declared fundamental 
in the union, liberty, was overturned; and what 
had before been pronounced unalterable, is altered 
by the ſame authority that had pronounced it ſo. 
 Henee it is plain, the foundation of the conſtitution 
ot Gn EAT Britain was torn up, by the teLoration 
I of flavery'to:its ancient throne, - 
And indeed, it is well known, that overturning 
. che conſtitution, embroiling the two nations, pre- 
venting the acceſſion of the illuſtrious houſe of Ha- 
nover unto the * en paving the way for 
| 1 12973 :.- 3 Xn, ſetting 
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- ſetting the Britiſh crown on the head of the Popiſh 


pretender, and the inflaving the whole iſland, were 
the favourite views which a Jacobitiſh miniſtry, and 
Jacobitiſhly inclined parliament, had in their eye, when 


the reſtoration of patronage was effected. Scotland was 


well known, at that time, to be generally well affect- 
ed unto, and very zealous for the Hanoverian ſuc- 
ceſſion: and, at the ſame time, to account the union 
a very great grievance; eſpecially as they were be- 


| Fange to ſup the ſour ſauce of it, in the alarms and 
e 


ars too juſtly raiſed concerning the intrigues of the» } 
ruling / party at court, and in parliament. This, 
with other infringements of that union, was cun-- | 
ningly brought about, in order to make the union- 
yet more grievous, and to engage Scotland in the- 
favour of the pretender; for he had promiſed them, 
to annul the union, which the Hanoverian family 
had never done. : 2 99 


Now, though they were happily diſappointed in- 


the main parts of the intrigue; yet, who can doubt, 
but the conſtitution of Great Britain, as an un1TED- 


kingdom, was overturned by the reſtoration of pa- 
tronage, which was a direct encroachment upon the 
very baſis on which Scotland and England became 
one united nation? 1 . ; "hy 
A celebrated writer at that time, and a. true 


friend to liberty, to the Britiſh, conſtitution, and to 


the Hanoverian family, will, repreſent this matter in- 
Err ing tie nu M37 
„ None can be more zealous for the Proteſtants 
« cauſe, nor have any been more hearty champions 
« for the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, than thoſe of the na- 
tional church of Scotland. This expoſed them to 
« the fury of the Papiſts, and the vengeance of the mi- 
« niſtry; theſe laſt, reſolving to bend or break them, 
in both which deſigns they have been notoriouſly. _ 
'6 baffled. . In how many inſtances did they make 
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| Finabiled Greathes upon the aft of unidn; in urder 
< tor foroe the Sow ir _ a rebellion ; or that, the 
4 pretender; promi to repeal the union, they 

might the eaſier fall in with him? Firſt they 
e "made it 2 grie vance e and then pointed ta this re- 
4 medy. Did they not gain an att of toleration for 


«: ſuck as daily prayed for the pretender, and poſi- 


J tively refuſed. to pray fur the queen; who yet 
4 (poor. woman) was induced to ratify ſach a mon- 


e ftrows act? What could they mean by reſtoring pa- 


| ®-tronages, but to reſtore Jacobite prieſts unto their 
wings, to ſet the people together by-the ears, to 
* a4firoy the national church, contrary to the att & union, 


1 ſorerd other afts of farliSment; aud to the | 


& queen's own reiterated promiſes? Did they not 
4 cbntiive it, in theſe and many like cirtumſtan- 
4 ces, ſo as to weaken, or as much a8 in them lay, 
«. to — — all eccleſiaſtical diſcipline; even permit - 
« ting! incumbents to be daily ihruſt out 
: of — __ by Papiſts, Non-jurors, and 
„ Heatheniſh. Highlanders f. L ſhould” never have 
| < done, if I thould particularine all the infractions 
the union, all the attempts upon religion, 
+ ﬆ all:the breaches of their privileges, all the | cx 
« ſhips on their country, to which the loyal part of 
4 the gcots were fubjetted; by a popiffl, tyrannical 
1 faction, - bůy an ee e d and infatuated mini- 
„ rn Er 2 F 
From all which it is very plain, chat the reſtora- 
ton of patremage is not only unconſtitutional, in it- 
+ elf; but was deſigned by the then legiflature, to o- 
verturn the whole of abs civil and ious conſti- 
tation, to ſubvert our liberties, and to ſubject Great 
* Byitaih bnce'more untò the tyranny of Papitts ! - 
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; that the act of patronage was not repealed by the 
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© Burn, | indeed, that one of the chief m_ to 


2 event the Hanoverian 2 ſhauld be con- 
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a the law 7 7 tronage is quite heterogeneous c ch 
1 . and thwarts the end of all the. | 
Ig Hs of Great 3 ain; for while theſe affert and 

'gvard- all the civil rlits of the ſubjeRt, that de- 
roys-his natural as well as his pita rights. The 
end of al government is overturned'by it; for it im- 
wers a certain number of ſubj to oppreſs and 
1 Alle the ebnſciences of the whole 1 Can a- 
i be mge ſacred, more dear more worthy of 
„than the rights of conſcience? Are not 
the rights of conſcience the natural rights of man- 
Vid? And is not civil government the ordinance of 
Bock ft the protection of theſe unto His rational 
| creatures? bs Kino GROREx like tb have his ſubjects 
_  Th6fe Toyal; and more uſeful to themſelves and o- 
|  thers, by J deſtroying cheir natural rIghts, and redu- 
2-4 Rhea re An 18 with the horned herds ? 
Very true! every government muſt and onght to 
de ſatisfied concerning the * of the public teach- 
ers; more "eſpecially y. BE thole who are to enjoy the 
58 maintenance. * But that nec een, may be 
much more effectually and ſafely gained, — by 
che law of If that js the only pleadable 
” excuſe of that law; then'l am able to ſhew, that it is 
* deſtroy the end, it is pretended. to be 
Ewe to gain. How? L . e 
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Abncies of patronage. He will, by this ti die, be rel 
dy . Is 2 e poſſi ty 1125 aying 
evance ge this“ enen eng gur | 
1 | reffion removed? ws 
jubtleſs! 1 3 Pre 1 proceed to x prop poſe what I 


I. 


to be the only [probable ſche 5 reform 
hy it this matter; T aal briefly attend to vhs 
es d cars of the friends to liberty 


4 noiſy and ſhining a pp r | 
en made b thiſe "ho chatitterize' hemiſelves le 
| Fact of the Jehifm-ovetture,” | Great''thin have beer 
peacd? fröm them. Great and WE 
ee have been promiſed to ariſe unto the 
church, from their model of eee man: 19 | 
(though, b the > they” cannot yet agt ec upon 
what it is tö be); 1 the ther party, who now hold | 
the reins in the aſſembly, would be ſo complaiſant | 
48 it them to get into the ſaddle. 
45 en Wh rt, I am free to declare my ſentiments 
þ- \ſabje&;---that, conſidering tt e men and 
eir meaſures, na relief, no Fae ca evances, 
no bete on the ſcore of Wal is to be 


AN from that quarter. | 
is not to be doubted; arhdng rfons of candour 

and charity, that there are not a a few, "that are men 
of true piety; Who have declared Aae upon 
the ſide of the ſchiſm-oyerture; and, b ing hearty 
tired, and quite aſharabd bf. the ärbittat Amid 
tion of the ruling, jubto*in the ea "out" 
ire nothing ſo much 43 2 ee an eatite than e 5 | 


the manner of ſettling vacant” parifhes "thy 
Scotland. They are convinchd, that theſe hd h 
ſeparated from the eſtabfiſhed church, He e ; 
it of choice, but of dire necefity : the ſee” it is not © 

ique and humour, but an *honell zeal. for 

es and manners, that hith ſwelled their num · 
bers ſo prodigiouſſy, theſe ſome” years paſt: they fing. 
Þ venal and projanc dlm l into che n ul 
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„„ 
| Dost amongſt the heritors, gentlemen, and 60. 
holders, whom it only propoſes to oblige. 
yy Ar | 


I. Their ſentiments concerning, and their reflec: 
tions upon thoſe, who have been driven from 
communion of the national church, by the arbitrary 
execution of the laws reſpecting patronage; and wha, 

| have abetted formerly the cauſe of religious liberty, 

with the loſs of almoſt every thing valuable in civil 
ſociety, are very unjuſt; and infer, that they are men, 

5 from whom the defence of our Chriſtian rights, and 
the vindication of our religious liberties, are nat to 
be expectect. | 

One would have expected, from their boa A ad 
noiſy zeal for liberty, againſt the preſent 8 |. 
meaſures of the domineering junto in the aflembly,, 
that they ſhould certainly have, preferred an over · 
ture unto the aſſembly, ſetting fo 5 rth the injuries, 

chat have been done to thoſe, who have been obli⸗ 
ged, both formerly and of late, to Ways ph, | 
eſtabliſhed church; and the guiſt of fag eme, 

biy, in ſuperſeding ſo long the ordinances of Chriſt, 

in the manner of calling the miniſters of his church; 

and craying a redreſs of the above, and ſuch liks 
Chiovances, But inſtead of this, | 

(1.): The very deſignation they give unto their o- 
verture, fixes a general ſtigma upon the perſons of 

thefe, who have appeared more zealouſly, and fox a- 

thing the world has yet found, to better purpoſe, 
Nan they have done, in the cauſe of ſpiritual liber⸗ 
ty. A ſtigma it is, which theſe whom it concerns, 
of different denominations, look upon to be WR 1 
unjuſt, and on no account . obliged to bear; 
will puzzle the moſt argumentative headpiece. ar 
— them, to ſupport by ſolid. Len and 
which the thinking amongſt all parties, are conſci | 
to be highly uncharitable. One ſhould have thought, 
that theſe who are acknowledged to have been dri- 
W from the communion of the *ſtabliſhed 50008 I 
ni 
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Mould Rave been Pöke of to the äſfembly, nd to 
the world, under anther, a leſs Hateful character, 
„ e 7 I 
hs n h a fbroœ Jepardtion,” convey ideas as di- 
ſſtinkt, as theſe of Gbd, ind tht 2477. But the abuſe of 
names is no new thing. The n party amongſt 
Chriſtiats have all along bad the misfortune to be 
Fe ſchiſmatics, by the "adverſe chajor party; 
who, upon. the account bf numbers, imagine they 
| hive à fight t6 compliment thefnſelves with the 
name; honours, aid befefices öf the church; and 
" ſometimes to add the tpithet öf Catholic unte their 
particular, perhaps ſchiſmatical communion, *- 
Fut if reaſon and fevelation are allowed to judge 
Id the caufe, it will often be found, that the e did 
not'cmmence ſephratiſts, until the Many had beteme 
ſelüfchatics. It may fem a pdradox, bit 1 win ven- 
türe to affirm it for truth, that there may be ſchiſm 
| Whih chere is ho ſepiration as t bal communion ; 
Aud in fone tie there may be ſepzration, not oh 
Without, but in offer to prevent ſchiſmm. I cannot 
bdegſieve that the Proteſtant churches will agree to 
corn, that the deſignation of fehiſmatics is quite 2 
Fips hen applied to them, though they have made 
2 total ſeparation from the church of Rome; or will 
| Be Willing to vote the chürch of Rome entirely 
free of the charge of ſchiſm, though ſhe is pleaſed to 
- compliment herſelf with the venerable titles of ca- 
 Fholic and «thodox. A party of Chriſtians (but I hate to 
iſe the word) are only guilty of ſchiſm, When; wickout 
An juſt cauſe, they tear thermfelves away from the 
tut tatholic church of Chriſt, by framing futhtertns of 
Chriſtian communion amongſt them; as are incon- 
" Ment with the Uberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
| ts free; and thus preclude themſelves from tlie com- 
fovnion of faints: "rap erecting an intereſt for 


— 


| thomfelves ſeparate from, and oppoſite wnto the 
| common intereſt of all Chriſtians. Proteſtants Agree, 
| that the church of Rome, cath6lic'as ſhe pretends 
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fame gre: have the { be Gm reaſons, at not in i the 
175 0 P of 1 5 ene ch ce mM 
| ed ch it they were in e g 
—.— arc, i -epithets. that are throwa opel bs 
EM _—_ m vn 
Phgt ma be brought to ſupport A praf, | 

that any, even 15 moſt formidable parties of, gun 


N.. 


iſts, are chargea le with the atrociqus hl 
— 1 5 2 N. 5 at all, eyen. yas 115 
peated attempts. Th he genyine proofs of ſchiſm, if << 
adduced, Te the elaſtic ſpring, would 1 return wi . 
violence upon the impatent authors of the ſcand il. 
Have they heretically torn, up the foundations 
xligiqn, and e true baſes 9 Chriſtian morality, 
upon wh kich church 1 18 18 ?:--- Alas! it WAS bo 
the manly and. Hock defence of theſe, that t be 
huge infected party puſhed them From th them. pia 


they profanely endeavour to Wolf 07 da en 
or n nat formerly 1501350 pA TE 
trinęs no rl contained bs 127 ſacred 7 
and in the Confeſſion off, faith-- | 
and peace? It is 1 71 ab e q 1 of 5 

and pernicious, kind, that ander ie 

| hos, of 5 are protę 5 150 3 . . 4:3 


f which:their ſeparation was, and is ſtated. 
ey wantonly tear e BA away from onlle 175 | 


Munion of the eſtabliſhed c „and cony 
| eccleſiaſtic frame? Did th de wege 1 — — i 
15 A e in the gore of ing By F 
% r 1 t 5 commun ed 
church, ef Fig: they D N et 5 mY | 
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1 vt. the authori or the King, ' elbiiiat 
and immortal, the only wiſe God. It is Nine in- 
deed, to be firſt drive away, and then charged with 
the crime of ſchiſm for ; fe away from the commu» 
nion of che eſtabliſhed c rn oy In fine, have the ſe- 
pParatiſts erected any ſeparate intereſt from the church 

of Chriſt catholic ?---do they propoſe any end unto 
themſelves in their ſepatate communion, diſtinct 
frotn, of oppoſite unto the general end of all church- 
communion; the glory of God, and their walking 
5 in love, and in joint obedience unto all the 


minands and ordinances of Chriſt? Alas! are not 
eſe, Who are moſt liberal in throwing out the 
e of ſchiſm againſt very innocent people, high - 
able in the laſt reſpect? 1 e of ſchilm 
Y 998 5 "thtown about, it is ve per it Should 
| Ugbt upon the ſchiſmatics. And kg deſerve the 
6 rr epithet better than ſuch,” as have evident - 
arted ways and rer: Antereſts with the Ca- 
.  tHojic church-- «the bod of Chriſt Have not the e- 
Aua Uergy df See land done ſb in a very emi- 
e 'evidept degree? Have the great ends of 
- & ch union and tommunion;-the glory of God, 
Aud ine edifcatibds of the people, been the ſcopè at 
+ Wi 7 a e 1 body of our ch chen 


N annual aſſemblies, theſe me 
27 — 4 her, has not the m 
1 an 


| N Te obliging the patron and his 
{ the projedting and dee 1 ſchemes for = Frog 
F e und their to poſts, profits, 
' denefices, ſnecures, and what not, both in church 
and Rate, twallowed'up their thoughts? If it ſhould 
: de Heffiecl, the walls of the aſſembly-houſe would 
cbt, upd; confeſs the truth! Fes; the intereſts of 
clergytmen, and the intereſts of the <hurch, are notony 
very oi ferent but very gppoſite*things ! And who 
I atieß? Let the bleeding church of 
. Scotland declare! Let the neglected.- the 'thwarted--- 
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(2) The Eads of the overture have acted a 


nocd and diſingenuous part, in taking ndults ou) 
the numbers of diſſenters from the eſtabliſhed church, 


us unto the f 
the church. ly 
1 dv not doubt, Ma dome had 2 Lud bf defign in 


and in r o the e them indiſcriminately, as dan- 
of the ſtate, and the peace e of 15 


doing ſo, ere like what was called in the days 4 


of yore, a pious fraud. They did it that they might 


alarm men of property and influence, and bend them 


to a favouring the overture, and promoting their 


ſcheme of mitigating the rigours of e i. I 


of Bir Ape them into the ſaddle. 
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of an Huna and e in Fart an auguſt 


ajeſty's repreſentative; aud 
when not a ſingle individual of the whole formidable 


affembly, --before his 


and frightfol number was called upon, to anſwer beet 
the clumny! - 1 ' 19h 
It is certainly as great arſe as unj juſt a 1 esc 
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erer the heart of malice deviſed, or the tongue . 


frandal uttered: for I defy their moſt inveterate e- 


nemies, their ,moſt forward accuſers, to find one in 


the whole round number of an hundred and fifty 


thoufand, who have been driven from the communion 


of the eſtabliſhed church, by the means of the arbi?. . 
trary and deſpbtic ecclefiaſtic adminiſtration; (N. B. . 


Papiſts and "Fpifcojaliaiis, Jurors and Non- ples 
with the 'Cittieronians, are all. expreſsty excepted 
from being of the number, or ſharing the imputa- 


ſome to the church, as they were never of, and con- 


ſequentiy never could be driven from che com. 5 46 


«ud 
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tion of being either dangerous to the ſtate, or e * 


niom of the church by the eccleſiaſtic adminiſtration): a 


I . 1 hes their N ed find one in alf the hi- 
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tvailed iu the minds vf . 
nee; They have affociated the 


4 which we 


« try 
« den of op 


of pation 9. With ant attachment to the divine” 
righie of the 10 elect the mitiiſters of the 
4 church; and it appeared that much pains had been” 
4 taken to prepoffeſs their minds againſt the friends 
a f che overture, as fanatical men, who aimed at 


orion ufits'the execation of the law* | 


«the eftabliſhing the election of miniſters ih the AM 


6 in Evfitemipt of law, civil and eccleſiaſtical. 
| t have they not been undeceived? Have hot the 
4 enethivy of the overture done its friends the kind 
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us clergy, whom ſuch meiſures muſt heceffuri- 
y introduce into the church: but it is not to be 
* « egen that gentlemen of education, 2 3 
And influence, after the diſchvery of the cHarac- 
© bers and views exhibited liſt and preceding afſems 7} 
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© which have betn-arcfully infuſed, but are bid f 
All fountation. It is Nor ſurpriſing, that gentleinexn 
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. „ afarpation; - but they have ſetn, that this ts a 
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4 clamours of faction, but profeſſ the maſt ſincere 
, veneration for the reaſonable oppoſition of men of 
character, ſuch as the heritors and eldery,, of moſt 
4 Pariſhes: in Scotland, are. Upon the, Whole, the 
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nen: not 0 465 in the ſace am lau; no, not of 
chat from which the church yearly. expreſſes her 
«wiſh to be delivered; but to mitigate its force, by 
4 ſuch — regulations, as may elude the noxious 
influence of arbitrary eccleſiaſtic adminiſtration. *. 
What theſe ſalwary: regulations are, h learned 
- var others, as follows. 15 
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bh number of the ſenior elders, equal to that of 
. 4 the heriters, are permitted to vote; nor will it 
5 < degrade from-any gentleman, who knows his own 
importance, to be, put, in this inſtance, upon A le- 
| 6; vel with elders. The ſtandard already fixed by 
|  '< Jaw, in ciyil concerns of great importance, may 
determine the quantum of property, which ought 
1 2 to qualify a gentleman to vote, The reſtoration 
of the at 1732, may de the object i in view; of the 
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| <, principal Hamilton, or of ſuch as had imbibed his 
= : principles: but cheir; partiality for the favourite 
1 plan of this good man, will not prevent their fall- 
ing in with any regulation that will contribute 
. by moſt effectually to the. public intereſt, . and the 
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| 12 opoſed. It is overtured to the allſems 
IV 1 the 5 of patronage may be mitigateds - 

«by ſome falutary regulations,” in order © that the 

«' noxious influence of the ar itrary « eccleſiaſtic ad- 
agen, OY, | the reby be eluded 3 TA that 

I flembly ſhould uſe their tmoſt endeavours, 

if © to. have the right bt the patron ſhared by authorityr 
| Fith greater 1 ot, at * that their 
| afprobation the preſentes ſhoutd be neceſſary 1 
5 the validity of the patron's preſentation. 
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among! ritors, as lucrative and adyany | 
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Gentlemen wei conſult their own Ataen liber- 
ty; und honour, know, that it was the ſame ſcheme 
| which advanced oy aN * Rome to all. that au- 
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in the church of Cn AIS: nor is it projected to free. 
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What is the mighty difference, pray, between an in- 
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